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Presentation
2012

was a year of great growth in
the Apostolic Assembly. God
allowed us to do the following in the United
States of America:
a) More than six thousand baptisms in the name of Jesus Christ.
b) Establish 3,500 Friendship Groups that work each week.
c) A weekly attendance of over 30,000 people in cell groups.
The national and international commitment of the Apostolic
Assembly with the Jesus Strategy program is giving a great harvest of new believers.
To continue to support this project, I present the new Manual
of 52 lessons for Friendship Groups “Me and My house, We Will
Serve the Lord.”
My thanks to Missionary Gabriel Pereira Das Neves, for writing
these beautiful lessons and to Ismael Martin del Campo III, who
edit these lessons.
This manual will be available in English, Spanish, Italian, Portuguese and Swahili, God willing, to serve our churches worldwide.
God is blessing the apostolic movement with a new revival. A
feature of this is a renewed passion to reach men and women of
every race, nation and tongue with the word of life. We praise God
for how He is guiding His Church in the Twenty First century!
Bishop Ismael Martín del Campo,
Secretary of Christian Education
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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LESSON 1

The Days
of Noah
Icebreaker:
What does the word “salvation” mean to you?
Luke 17:26-28 NKJV “And as it was in the days of Noah, so it
will be also in the days of the Son of Man: 27 They ate, they drank,
they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that
Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all.”

1. INTRODUCTION
Noah was a special man, living in the midst of a wicked
generation. Noah was saved from the flood, but not for being
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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good; e was saved because “I [God] have seen that you are righteous before Me in this generation” (Genesis 7:1 NKJV). Noah
was justified for he “found grace in the eyes of the Lord” (Genesis
6:8). How can a man receive God’s grace and be justified? A
man finds grace through decisions. Hebrews 11:7 states that
“By faith Noah prepared an ark for the saving of his household.” So,
Noah was an imperfect man that obtained salvation through
his obedient faith.
Noah’s ark was not a boat for the purpose of navigating,
but a large wooden box sealed with pitch, about 450 feet long,
that took more than a century to build. The flood that God
would send would be universal in nature. Therefore, the only
means of salvation for Noah and his people was this ark. Noah’s ark teaches us three principles that we must practice to be
saved: 1) Use the door, 2) enter into the ark, and 3) remain
in the ark.

2. USE THE DOOR
God told Noah, “set the door of the ark in its side…” (Genesis
6:16). Noah and his family entered the ark through the only
available door. When Noah and his family entered into the ark,
God shut the door, and seven days later judgment began: “…
seven days that the waters of the flood were on the earth” (Genesis 7:10). No one else could enter!
Jesus said, “I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be
saved…” (John 10:9). He also said, “Enter by the narrow gate…”
(Matthew 7:13), for “…many…will seek to enter and will not
be able” (Luke 13:24). Jesus Christ is the door. To enter simply
means to believe in Him. See John 3:18.
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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3. ENTER INTO THE ARK
Let us suppose that you live in the days of Noah and you
hear him preach that a great flood is coming. You hear it said
that you must enter into the ark to be saved. You then think: “It
is true that judgment is coming, and only the ark can save me.
Very well! I believe that.” But you remain at home. ¿Can you be
saved from the flood like that? Absolutely not! You must get up
and enter the ark in order to be saved! It is insufficient to simply
believe. You must enter the ark.
The ark represents Christ, but it is also a type of the local
church, because when you enter the church you enter into the
body of Christ. This is the only way to be saved today. And how
can you enter into the church? You enter through water and
Spirit baptism. Water baptism in Jesus’ name and Holy Spirit
baptism puts us inside the ark and converts us into members of
the Lord’s Church. Only those of us who have been baptized in
the name of Jesus Christ and by His Holy Spirit are secure today!
See 1 Peter 3:20-21 and Galatians 3:27.

4. REMAIN IN THE ARK
When Noah entered the ark “the Lord shut him in” (Genesis
7:16), and continued there for one long year. They were to remain locked in until God considered that the ground had dried
enough. In the meanwhile, the only dry place for them was the
ark. How did the ark remain dry? The pitch was used to waterproof the ark, or to seal it. The pitch is a symbol of the Holy
Ghost.
Paul says that we were sealed when we were baptized with
the Holy Ghost. See Ephesians 1:13. The Spirit of God is a seal
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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upon our lives; it is a protection that keeps us holy and that
keeps us from falling into the condemnation of sin. It is the Holy
Spirit of God that keeps us united in His Church. “For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body…” (1 Corinthians 12:13).
It is the Holy Ghost that converts us into members of the
body of Christ. If it takes water and Spirit baptism to place us in
the body of Christ, in order to remain in Him, we need to continue filled with Him. Our salvation depends upon this for “There
is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus… (Romans 8:1).

5. CONCLUSION
Jesus said, “The one who comes to Me I will by no means cast
out” (John 6:37). This is simple: if you do not “shut yourself” in
the Lord Jesus Christ through water and Spirit baptism, you will
perish in judgment. It is only if you remain in Him that you will
live assured of your salvation. Eternal security belongs only to
those who have been converted; that have been born again of
the water and the Spirit and remain in the Body.
Acts 2:38: “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive
the gift of the Holy Ghost.” KJV
Why do you think that only eight persons were saved in
Noah’s ark?
What will you do so that you won’t perish like the majority
of the people perished in the flood?

Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus

Me and My House Will Serve the Lord.indd 12

6/19/13 1:15:05 PM

The Strategy of Jesus To Day

13

LESSON 2

God
Can Heal
You
Icebreaker:

What comes to mind when you think
about the word “illness” (sickness)?

1. INTRODUCTION
Matthew 8.2-3: “And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.
3
And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, I will; be
thou clean. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.”
Matthew 8.5-7: “And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto him a centurion, beseeching him, 6 And
saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously
tormented. 7 And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him.”
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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2. THE ORIGEN OF ILLNESSES
Why do we become ill?
In the Bible we find several reasons:
a. There are illnesses that are the result of our own sin or
the sin of our parents (John 9.1-2). God even established that
the consequences of disobedience would pass on to the fourth
generation (Exodus 20.5).
b. Sometimes, God permits sickness solely to manifest His
power (John 9.3).
c. There are illnesses that come from evil spirits, who torment people mentally and physically. Medical science cannot
do anything to detect nor combat spirits of illness (Matthew
17.18; Luke 13.11). This kind does not come out but by prayer
and fasting.
d. There are illnesses that simply originate from bad eating habits, or insufficient rest. In such cases, more than praying
for healing, there has to be a change of lifestyle (1 Corinthians
3.17).
e. Many illnesses are connected with negative emotions
such as resentment, wrath, guilt or jealousy (Psalms 32.3;
Proverbs 14.30; James 5.16). The key here is repentance.
f. In the Church some become ill when they don’t respond
to spiritual things with the seriousness that they should (1 Corinthians 11.30-32). However, the purpose of this type of illness
is to deliver the brother from future judgment, for God chooses
to make someone ill, rather then sending them to eternal condemnation.
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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g. There are illnesses that serve as a reminder from God, like
it was in Paul’s case (2 Corinthians 12.7-9a), and even though
the Apostle begged for his healing on three occasions, God did
not heal him.
h. And there are illnesses that are irreversible; these are
unto death. However, as in the case with King Hezekiah, God
can extend the length of life (2 Kings 20.1-7).

3. DIVINE HEALING
Despite its causes and types, we believe that God has
the power to heal all our physical pains, if it is His will to do
so. We also believe that divine healing is the result of the
sacrifice of Christ, for He “hath borne our griefs, and carried
our sorrows (Isaiah 53.4). Healing of the body takes place
through the combination of the faith of the believer and the
power of the name of Jesus Christ, which is called upon the
sick person.
The Lord Jesus Christ promised that those who believed
in His name would lay their hands on the sick and they would
be healed (Mark 16:18). For the Lord to fulfill His promises,
the sick need to be anointed with oil in the Name of Jesus
Christ by ordained ministers (John 14.13; Luke 9.1-3; 1 Corinthians 12.9; James 5.14-16).
We believe that Divine Healing is obtained by faith and in
when it is necessary for a brother to submit to the care and ministration of medical science, the rest are not to criticize him, but
rather consider themselves and keep from being condemned
with what they themselves approve (Romans 14.22).

Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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4. FAITH IN ACTION
Psalms 103.1-5: says “Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that
is within me, bless his holy name. 2 Bless the LORD, O my soul, and
forget not all his benefits: 3 Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who
healeth all thy diseases; 4 Who redeemeth thy life from destruction;
who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies; 5 Who
satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed
like the eagle’s.”
Are you sick? Your responsibility is to worship and bless the
powerful name of Jesus Christ, bowing in worship and supplication before Him, with all faith and confidence, with patience
and humility, just as others in the Bible did:
Matthew 8.2-3 ”And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.
3
And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, I will; be
thou clean. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.”
Matthew 8.5-7: “And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto him a centurion, beseeching him, 6 And
saying, Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously
tormented. 7 And Jesus saith unto him, I will come and heal him.”
Jesus is already here, and He is stretching out His hand to
heal you. He can and wants to do it. Activate your faith now in
worship and praise.

Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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LESSON 3

The World’s
Greatest
Regret

Icebreaker:
Why do you think people have regrets?
Ecclesiastes 9.3, 8, 10: “This is an evil among all things that
are done under the sun, that there is one event unto all: yea, also
the heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and madness is in their
heart while they live, and after that they go to the dead. 8 Let thy
garments be always white; and let thy head lack no ointment 10
Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there
is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave,
whither thou goest.”
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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1. INTRODUCTION
“Future regret” exists because of those things that we have
not been able to do, things in life that we have postponed or left
pending. This feeling of frustration is aggravated much more
when a person is suddenly faced with the reality of having to
die. All the guilt for that which was left undone beats within the
hearts of human beings in their last moments of life.

2. GOD SPEAKS IN THE DEATHBED
People grow a lot when they face their own mortality. In
the majority of the cases, the changes that are experienced are
remarkable. This is because God speaks to the human being
in this moment more than in any other. Job 33.14, 15, 19-26:
“For God speaketh once, yea twice, yet man perceiveth it not. In a
dream, in a vision of the night, when deep sleep falleth upon men,
in slumberings upon the bed; He is chastened also with pain upon
his bed, and the multitude of his bones with strong pain: So that
his life abhorreth bread, and his soul dainty meat. His flesh is consumed away, that it cannot be seen; and his bones that were not
seen stick out. Yea, his soul draweth near unto the grave, and his
life to the destroyers. If there be a messenger with him, an interpreter, one among a thousand, to shew unto man his uprightness:
Then he is gracious unto him, and saith, deliver him from going
down to the pit: I have found a ransom. His flesh shall be fresher
than a child’s: he shall return to the days of his youth: He shall pray
unto God, and he will be favourable unto him: and he shall see his
face with joy: for he will render unto man his righteousness.”
The book “The Five Top Five Regrets of the Dying”, about an
Australian nurse who for years took care of hundreds of terminally ill patients, sums up the regrets in this way:
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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a. The deep sadness of not having lived an authentic life.
b. The frustration of having worked a lot and having shared
little.
c. Not having developed the ability of expressing feelings/
emotions.
d. “I wish I had kept in contact with my friends.”
e. “I could have been happier.”

3. THE GREATEST REGRET
Jesus, our greatest role model in life, did everything that
He had to do in the few years that He lived on earth. He was
authentic; He shared everything with His friends; He expressed
His feelings; He was happy despite the difficult circumstances;
He rejoiced in even the smallest things; He maintained contact
with His friends until the end; He lived to serve others.
But above everything, the life of Jesus fulfilled God’s perfect
will. Therefore, to the list of the top five regrets of man, we can
say that it is missing the most serious of all: not having sought
after God in life.
Ecclesiastes 12.13-14: “Let us hear the conclusion of the
whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this
is the whole duty of man. 14 For God shall bring every work into
judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether
it be evil.”
John 14.15: “If ye love me, keep my commandments.”
John 13.34-35: “A new commandment I give unto you, that
ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one anApostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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other. 35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye
have love one to another.”

4. CONCLUSION
At the end of our own journey, above any other regret,
surely we will all feel regret for not having loved Jesus more in
our life, for not having served Him better, and for not having
loved other people more.
That is why Solomon wrote: “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device,
nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest”
(Ecclesiastes 9.10).
How should we live to avoid the regrets at the end of life?
What will you do this week to demonstrate love to God and
to others?

Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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LESSON 4

The Eight
Mistakes
of the Sinner
Icebreaker:
What is the first thought that comes to mind when you hear
the word “slave?”

1. INTRODUCTION
2 Samuel 12.1-15. Our adversary, the devil, only offers
fantasies and lies. Moses wrote that the Lord repented having
created mankind because wickedness had multiplied on earth,
and all the intents of the thoughts of the heart of man were
only evil continually. How is the heart of mankind? How does it
think? How wrong is it? Read Jeremiah 17.9-10.
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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2. THE SINNER WANTS TO HIDE HIS ERRORS
AND SINS
First of all, man cherishes the greatly flawed idea that he is
an expert in hiding his errors and wickedness, thinking that it
is a secret that only he knows. This is one of his serious errors.
The Lord Jesus says that “For there is nothing hid, which shall not
be manifested; neither was any thing kept secret, but that it should
come abroad” (Mark 4.22).
But everything that man thinks is his big secret, the one no
one will ever know, is in the mouth of all his neighbors, who
laugh at knowing the gossip and quickly spread it to the whole
world. That crime that was done very secretly, in the dark shadows of the night, comes to light the next day, with all its details,
in the front page of the newspapers, and the news becomes
known all over the world!

3. THE SINNER BLAMES THE REST
Secondly, man subtly defends himself saying that others
are to blame for his sins and errors. This excuse has existed since
the beginning, for it began with Adam in the Garden of Eden
when he said that he was not at fault for the disobedience, but
rather that Eve was the guilty one.
Our jails and prisons are filled with people who say that
others are at fault for their mistakes. Yet, the sentence that the
prophet Nathan proclaimed to King David keeps ringing: “you
are that man.” Today this same verdict is being declared over
every sinner.
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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4. THE SINNER BELIEVES THAT TIME WILL
ERASE THE GUILT
Thirdly, man cherishes the greatly flawed idea that time
will erase his guilt, and that he will then enjoy peace when his
conscience stops bothering him. Many think that “it is a matter of allowing for months and years to pass and no one will
remember my problem.” But time does not have magic powers to erase man’s errors. No amount of years, or moving from
one place to another, not even if it is to the other side of the
world, will erase the problem. We must remember that man is
a moral being (created in the image of God) who condemns
himself. His conscience rises as a judge and judges him without mercy, even though years have passed. And most interestingly, instead of alleviating the pain, time makes it more painful, and what was thought of as being insignificant when the
evil was committed, in time it becomes the fire of unbearable
remorse.

5. THE SINNER BELIEVES THAT OTHERS
DON’T CARE
Fourthly, man seeks comfort in the thought (a serious error): “if it’s my business, why should others care? Why do others get into my business if I don’t get into anyone else’s?” But
he is so mistaken! Sin is like the “toxic gas” that cars emit… it
is a poison in the air that everyone has to breathe. There are
fathers and mothers who have left their children an inheritance
of pain, shame, and misery because of their own sin, which according to them, were personal issues which were of no concern to anyone.
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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6. THE SINNER BELIEVES THAT BY SINNING HE CAN GAIN MUCH
Fifthly, the opinion of the sinner is: “preachers can say whatever they want, but for me sin is good business.” He thinks that
life is enjoyed more and better in illicit pleasures. Some say “we
should eat and drink like in the days of Noah; laugh and dance,
for tomorrow we’ll die. And once dead, it will be too late to have
fun. Money, money, and more money: It doesn’t matter if the
means of getting it is fraudulent, because without money nothing in life is worthwhile.”
But the reality is another. Sin harms the health of the body,
the soul, and man’s relationships with one another. Finally, sin
breaks fellowship between God and man. The sinner will always be bankrupt, no matter how rich he may become. Like the
prodigal son of the parable, he has his share with the pigs and
his food is the pods that they eat.

7. THE SINNER THINKS THAT HELL
DOESN’T EXIST
Sixthly, man likes to think that the hell the Bible mentions
cannot exist. He says that Jesus Christ must have been mistaken
and that hell is only a weapon that preachers use to scare people and convince them to go to Church. But NO; Jesus Christ did
not err, nor has the Bible erred. The ones that err are men and
women. Sin is in of itself a fire that no one, but Christ, can extinguish; and if the sinner doesn’t extinguish it with the power of
the Cross, it will burn forever.
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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8. THE SINNER TRUSTS ONLY IN HIMSELF
Seventhly, the sinner is always very confident in himself;
he prides himself thinking that he will break the chain that he
drags, whenever he desires. And if he hasn’t already done so,
it is because he hasn’t yet decided to, but that the day that he
makes up his mind to let go of his vices, his lies, and bad habits,
the world will see in him a new man—a first class saint. But he
ignores the great disappointment that awaits him.
Like Samson was weakened and stripped of his strength,
becoming an easy victim of the Philistines when Delilah cut his
hair, which was a symbol of his consecration to God as a Nazarite, there will come a time when the sinner will rise and try to
shake off his chains but will find himself unable to do so. The
devil has forged them so thick and heavy throughout his life of
sin that now he falls into his arms to be his victim forever.

9. THE SINNER IN THE FACE OF DESPAIR
In the eighth and last place, there is the despair of the sinner. There comes the time when the devil tells man “there is no
remedy to your ill;” “it’s better if you take your life.” And those
who, in the most intense moment of the crisis don’t do it will
fall under the immense weight of their misery, and die because
of sadness and despair.

10. CONCLUSION
Yes, it is a reality that many end their days on this earth
without finding direction to save their souls. But on the other hand, the beautiful experience of the great mercy of God
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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teaches us that the most glorious hour of the sinner can be
exactly their hour of greatest despair. How many times have
we heard the expression: “The lowest point of a man’s life is
the greatest opportunity for God”? The Lord says: “Come unto
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest”
(Matthew 11.28).
No matter how desperate your condition might be, if you
receive Christ as your personal savior, happy days await you
here on earth and in heaven; indescribable everlasting joy.
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LESSON 5

Be Steadfast
in your
Decision
Icebreaker:
Is indecision good or bad?

1. INTRODUCTION
Numbers 20.12: “And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron…ye shall not bring this congregation into the land which I
have given them.” Deuteronomy 3.27-28: [Jehovah says to Moses]
“…behold it with thine eyes: for thou shalt not go over this Jordan.
28 But charge Joshua, and encourage him, and strengthen him:
for he shall go over before this people, and he shall cause them to
inherit the land which thou shalt see.”
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Moses and his brother Aaron walked thought the Sinai desert for 40 years heading to a land that God had prepared for
them, and although they were very close to it, they could not
enter, both dying in the wilderness. It was Joshua, Moses’ successor, along with Caleb, who was able to enter to the Promised
Land. Out of all those who had left Egypt, these two were the
only ones who entered.
Salomon says in Ecclesiastes 6.1: “There is an evil which
I have seen under the sun, and it is common among men.” This
deals with a universal problem of all human beings, of all time,
but especially today: the lack of perseverance. In our culture,
the illness of leaving things half-done is an epidemic. We have
the habit of leaving school half-way through, leaving a task
half-done, leaving a relationship half-way…

2. PERSISTENCE VERSUS LACKING PERSEVERANCE
First of all, what is perseverance? It is an attitude; it is being steadfast in the quest for reaching an objective. Arthur Graf,
an Italian writer, says: “Persistence is the virtue by which all other
virtues bear fruit.” Courage is the desire to start something, but
perseverance is the desire to continue until completion, despite
the obstacles.
Consider other thoughts about perseverance: (1) “Victory
belongs to the most persevering” (Napoleon Bonaparte, 17691821, French Emperor). (2) “Great works are performed not by
strength, but by perseverance” (Samuel Johnson, 1709-1784,
English writer). (3) “If you fall seven times, get up eight” (Chinese
Proverb).
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3. THE PERSISTENT
a. Patient. “I waited patiently for the LORD; and he inclined
unto me, and heard my cry. 2 He brought me up also out of an
horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock,
and established my goings” (Psalms 40.1-2).
b. Disciplined. “Now no chastening for the present seemeth
to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth
the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby” (Hebrews 12.11).
c. Responsible. “But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry” (2 Timothy 4.5).
d. Courageous. “Have not I commanded thee? Be strong
and of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed:
for the LORD thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest”
(Joshua 1.9).
Those who persevere are highly motivated and have a
deep sense of commitment that prevents them from abandoning the tasks they begin and encourages them to work until the end. It was because Joshua was strong and courageous
that he remained steadfast and persistent until entering the
Promised Land.

4. THOSE WHO LACK PERSEVERANCE
a. Impatient. “Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God” (2 Timothy 3.4).
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b. Indecisive. “They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wit’s end” (Psalms 107.27).
c. Unlearned. “…some things hard to be understood, which
they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the
other scriptures, unto their own destruction” (2 Peter 3.16).
d. Mediocre. “…because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold
nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth” (Revelation 3.16).

5. DECISION OF THE HEART
Perseverance is not possible without a sincere decision. In
Malachi 2.2 God tells us: “If ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay it
to heart, to give glory unto my name, saith the LORD of hosts, I will
even send a curse upon you, and I will curse your blessings: yea, I
have cursed them already, because ye do not lay it to heart. ”
Not everyone wants to do good, and there are many that
truly don’t want to change. It all depends on the heart of each
person. For example, there are some who desire to go to heaven, but don’t want to come to Friendship Group. There are others who stop spending time with God on Sundays in order to
spend some extra hours at work, or to be with the family. Others want the benefits of being members of this Church, but
without accepting the responsibilities of living in holiness and
obedience to God’s Word.
Others do want to do what is right, but it is difficult for them
to stay steadfast when they face adverse conditions or situations that are out of their control. Persecution, affliction, sorrows, pains, indifference, or temptation make many abandon
the race before getting to the end. And, like Moses, many have
failed because of a momentary outburst.
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So that this doesn’t happen to us, we need to be persistent.
a. In prayer. “Praying always with all prayer and supplication
in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and
supplication for all saints” (Ephesians 6.18).
b. In the Word of God. “Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and
hold the traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word,
or our epistle” (2 Thessalonians 2.15).
c. In good works. “Who will render to every man according to his deeds: To them who by patient continuance in well
doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life”
(Romans 2.6-7).

6. THE VICTORY OF THE ONE WHO IS
STEADFAST
In the early Church, our first brothers were victorious, despite the persecution that they suffered: “And they, continuing
daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from
house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of
heart” (Acts 2.46).
Paul, already an exhausted elder, wrote: “For I am now
ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I
have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept
the faith: 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at
that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his
appearing” (2 Timothy 4.6-8).
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And Joshua told the Israelites: “There failed not ought of any
good thing which the LORD had spoken unto the house of Israel;
all came to pass” (Joshua 21.45).
These men and women remained persistent, for they had
the conviction in their soul that in the way of God there is no
rest until arriving to the end.

7. CONCLUSION
We Christians know that we have the promise of eternal
life. That is why we run the race with patience, not deserting,
nor leaving at first difficulty. “Nevertheless we, according to his
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness” (2 Peter 3.13). That is why Hebrews 10.23
reminds us: “Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without
wavering; (for he is faithful that promised).”
Since the first time you entered this place, you initiated
something. Please, don’t stop half way, not even at 70 or 80%.
Remain steadfast until you arrive. Wouldn’t you like to be Joshua and become one of the few that will enter the land promised
by God?
1. Have you felt identified in some way by the description
of those lacking perseverance? How?
2. What characteristics of the persistent would you like to
acquire or reinforce?
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LESSON 6

You Cannot
Live Without
Faith
Icebreaker:
What is the first thought that comes to mind when you hear
the word “despair?”

1. INTRODUCTION
Mark 5.25-34. The Word of God says, “The just shall live by
faith” (Romans1.17). We cannot live without faith. It makes me
smile when someone tells me that they do not have faith, because I know that it is highly unlikely to be true. To a certain
extent, we all live by faith. When you go to the doctor, you need
faith to trust in his diagnosis. If you eat at a restaurant, you need
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus

Me and My House Will Serve the Lord.indd 33

6/19/13 1:15:07 PM

34

Me and my House will Serve the Lord

to trust in the people that cook, and that they didn’t poison your
food (in some restaurants more faith is required than in others).
There was once a person, who did not believe in anything, and
for that reason, landed in a psychiatric hospital where he also
died. Without faith he was unable to live.

2. THE OBJECT OF FAITH
To some extent every day is a walk of faith. We all believe in something. We all choose what we will believe. Some
people choose to believe in themselves; others believe in
government; some in science, others in wickedness, others
in hard work, in the newspaper, in other people, and some
believe in God.
Why is it so important to have faith in God? Because our
faith in God determines what will happen to us once we leave
this world. If your faith is in Jesus, then you have security in an
eternal future with Him, because “…if the Spirit of him that raised
Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies of his Spirit who lives
in you” (Romans 8.11 NIV).
But faith is not only for the future; we also need it today.
That is why those two blind men cried out to Jesus, “Have mercy on us, Son of David!” He asked them, “Do you believe that I
am able to do this?” “Yes, Lord,” they replied. Then he touched their
eyes and said, “According to your faith will it be done to you”; and
their sight was restored. (Matthew 9.27-30 NIV)
It is necessary that you evaluate your level of trust in God
today. You need to know with certainty how much faith you
have in Him. It is true that you have a certain amount of control
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over your life and that, to a certain extent, you can determine
how things will turn out for you. But many times something
gets out of your control and you end up badly. Does someone
know why? Because God wants you to remember that the only
thing that will help you have a good end result is the faith you
have in Him. In other words, God wants you to acknowledge
that you cannot live without faith in Him.
Surely the woman with the issue of blood would have died
if she would have continued trusting in the doctors, who hadn’t
been able to do anything for her. But now, everything in her
was changing; now she began to place her faith solely in Jesus,
and that faith brought her life. She did not doubt even for a moment that she would be saved while moving towards Jesus in
the midst of the multitude that squeezed her out and blocked
her path. (See Mark 5.28)

3. DOUBTS AND LITTLE FAITH
Why can’t you receive answers from God? Because of your
doubts. It’s not that you doubt God’s existence, but you do
doubt His power. Sometimes we doubt God’s ability to come
to our rescue, and we feel abandoned. Sometimes we don’t
doubt His ability, but we do His availability, and we think that
He doesn’t want to help us. We doubt His love and mercy. But
the Bible says: “…when he asks, he must believe and not doubt,
because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed
by the wind. That man should not think he will receive anything
from the Lord; he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does”
(James 1.6-8 NIV). “But he who doubts is condemned…because he does not eat from faith; for whatever is not from faith
is sin” (Romans 14.23 NKJV).
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If you’ve had or are having moments of doubt, you can ask
God today to increase your faith, and that starting today, for
your faith to continually grow. Greater faith will make a great
difference in your life. It will have a great impact in your life and
in that of those around you. If you faith grows, if the measure
of your faith increases, there won’t be anything in your life that
you cannot do or at least affect in a positive way.
“And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him:
and the child was cured from that very hour. Then came the
disciples to Jesus apart, and said, ‘Why could not we cast him
out?’ And Jesus said unto them, ‘Because of your unbelief:’ for
verily I say unto you, ‘If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed,
ye shall say unto this mountain, remove hence to yonder place;
and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you’”
(Matthew 17.18-20).
Maybe you are one of those who say “I can’t have all the
faith that you have.” You know what? Faith is not of us. Faith
comes from God. He deposits faith in us when we hear His Word.
“Faith comes from hearing the message” (Romans 10.17 NIV).
“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God.” If you feed your soul with the Word of God, your faith will
begin to grow immediately and you will understand perfectly
that “The things which are impossible with men are possible
with God” (Luke 18.27).

4. CONCLUSION
Today Jesus invites us: “Draw near with a true heart in full
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water” (Hebrews
10.22).
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You and I, at all cost, must develop an assurance like Abraham’s, who “Against all hope… believed and so became the father
of many nations, just as it had been said to him, ‘So shall your offspring be.’ Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his
body was as good as dead — since he was about a hundred years
old — and that Sarah’s womb was also dead. Yet he did not waver
through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God” (Romans 4.18-22 NIV).
The Lord is calling you to experience a life full of faith, so
that you can prove what David discovered: “Oh how great is thy
goodness, which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee; which
thou hast wrought for them that trust in thee before the sons of
men!” (Psalm 31.19) David also understood that he could not
live without faith.
Jesus is telling you that if you have faith to believe in Him,
from your innermost being “will flow rivers of living water.”
(John 7.38) That river is very powerful. It has enough strength
to wash away a life of pain, problems, fear, shame, apathy, despair, failure, and doubt. He did it with that woman; He can do it
with you, if you just come to Him with faith. Shall we pray? Who
wants to touch the hem of the Master’s garment, having your
faith placed in Him?
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LESSON 7

I Can’t,
but God
Can
Icebreaker:
What is the first thing that comes to mind when you hear
the word “pride?”
Matthew 8.1-3:
“When he was come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed him. And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.
And Jesus put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, I will; be
thou clean. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.”
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1. INTRODUCTION
The following phrase is a fundamental affirmation for the
Christian life: “God can.” The Greek word “can” is “dunamai,”
which comes from the Greek word “dunamis,” which means
“Power.” The word dynamite also comes from the word dunamis. Having dunamai means you have the power to do something that you want to do. God has all the power to do what He
wants to do, and He is willing to do many things He has promised, through His word, in our favor. Through His grace, our God
can and wants to fulfill his promises.

2. THE GRACE OF GOD
What is the grace of God? It’s the power of God working in
us. The grace of God can transform us into the type of person
He wants us to be, and the grace of God gives us the ability
to do all that He expects us to do. The Apostle Paul wrote in
1 Corinthians 15.10: “But by the grace of God I am what I am:
and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain.”
In other words, Paul says that God doesn’t work in us because we are very worthy or because we deserve the opportunity to be His children, but rather God works in us because He
loves us and because He wants us to have victory in our Christian life. Let’s take a look at some of the things that God’s grace
does in us:
a. It makes us grow and it gives us an inheritance in heaven
(Acts 20.32): “And now, brethren, I commend you to God,
and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up,
and to give you an inheritance among all them which are
sanctified.”
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b. It can continuously save us (Hebrews 7.25): “Wherefore
he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come
unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.”
c. It offers us strength in the midst of temptation (Hebrews 2.18): “For in that he himself hath suffered being
tempted, he is able to succour them that are tempted.”
d. It upholds us, so that we do not fall (Jude 24): “Now unto
him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present
you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy…”
e. It gives us stability (Romans 14.4): “…for God is able to
make him stand.”
f. It does much more for us than we can imagine (Ephesians 3.20): “Now unto him that is able to do exceeding
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to
the power that worketh in us…”

3. REACHING THE GRACE OF GOD
Humility is the key to achieving the grace of God. 1 Peter
5.5, 6 says: “Be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud,
and giveth grace to the humble. Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time.”
Having humility allows us to acknowledge that we are weak
and that we need to go to God for help, as did the leprous man
who humbly prostrated himself before Jesus. The grace of God
only reaches those who can acknowledge that they are incaApostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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pable of resolving their own problems, and ask God for help.
James 4.6-10 says: “But he giveth more grace…Draw nigh to
God, and he will draw nigh to you…Humble yourselves in the sight
of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.”
It is incorrect to think that God does not desire to help the
proud. The problem is that the proud do not believe they need
God’s help. Might there be pride in our lives? The lack of prayer
is clear-cut evidence of pride in us. Not praying is telling God
that we can do it, and that we do not need Him. Clearly, we
have pride when in our life we are able to live day in and day
out, believing that we can bear our own burdens.
The difficulties and setbacks that we suffer in life are simply reminders that we are insufficient in ourselves and that, unless we depend on the grace of God, we will never be able to
triumph. For this reason many times He allows our problems
to worsen until we acknowledge our insufficiency. What God
wants to teach us is that He truly cares about us, and that He
desires to help us with our burdens, but only if we allow Him.

4. CONCLUSION
Jesus wants to touch us. He is here, stretching out His hand
toward us. We can let Him cleanse us completely of the leprosy
of pride; if only we cry out to Him with those words: “Lord, if you
are willing, you can cleanse me.”
1. Why is it often difficult for us to give our problems to
Jesus?
2. Do you desire to pray to receive of God’s grace and
power?
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LESSON 8

Fire in the
Mountain
Icebreaker:
What is the first thought that comes to mind when you hear
the word “cleansing?”

1. INTRODUCTION
1 Kings 18.20-40 (it would be good to choose two or three
brothers who read well). Elijah is known as the prophet of fire,
for when he prayed the Lord made fire fall from heaven. The
word “fire” appears 549 times in the KJV of the Bible. Its importance lies in the fact that it represents the presence of God.
(Deuteronomy 4.24)
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Elijah was a servant of God who, having been through many
difficulties did not waver under the pressure of the vast majority. Waver – from the Latin claudicare, to limp – means “to end
up yielding to a pressure or temptation.”
The prophet Elijah had come through very difficult experiences, such as: the dry creek, the empty vessel, and the dead
young man, but he came out victoriously out of each of these
situations, precisely because he stood firm in his faith.
That is how Elijah was able to get to Mount Carmel, a mountain that represents our relationship with God; a mountain that
we need to climb, because at its peak God sends down fire.
Surely God will make fire come down in the mountain, but first
we need to cross the valley without wavering and then climb
Mount Carmel.

2. THE STEPS OF THE PROPHET
The Israelites were serving Baal because they had stopped
believing in the Lord. They followed the false prophets because
they had lost the ability to distinguish between what was false
and what was true. They stopped consulting the prophets of
God and, to make matters worse, they blamed Elijah for the
drought, hunger, and sicknesses. The truth is that these problems had come upon them due to their unbelief, rebellion, and
idolatry. (See 2 Chronicles 20.20)
In verse 23 Elijah orders them to place the bull on the altar,
but to not put fire under it. The prophets of Baal would always
use their own fire, for their god was not able to produce it. Elijah, on the other hand, did not fear not adding fire, for he knew
that God does not need human help.
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Elijah knew this war well; one which is not between people,
but against diabolical spirits. The prophet was not afraid of failure, because he knew that victory is always in God. That is why
he asked for something apparently impossible: for fire to descend from heaven. “If your plan does not require a miracle, it is
not of God.” Why would we need God if what we ask for we can
do ourselves?
Baal is not god, but rather he is an impostor, a lying spirit.
When the moment of sacrifice came (at three in the afternoon),
it became obvious that Baal is a false god, unable to answer. But
to expose the falsehood of Baal and the error of his religion was
not but half of Elijah’s task for that time. Even more important
was the task of bringing Israel back to the true worship of Jehovah. Five necessary steps:
a. First, Elijah repaired the altar that the people had allowed to be destroyed (v. 30). This is the first step for
there to be fire in the mountain: repair the altar of personal devotion, the family altar, the altar of worship and
fellowship with God. Could there possibly be anything
more urgent?
b. Second, by using twelve stones Elijah reminded the nation of their unity (v. 31). For many years the nation had
been divided (v. 21). The church needs to be united to
serve God.
c. Third, Elijah had four pitchers of water poured three
times over the wood and the sacrifice. (v. 34). That is
to say, they poured twelve pitchers of water. But, wasn’t
there a drought in Israel? At that time water was too
precious to “waste.” However, Elijah poured the water
because he trusted that God would send rain. (See John
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12.3-8) We ought to give God what’s most precious, but
for that we need to believe in His provision.
d. Fourth, the prophet prayed a simple prayer of faith (vv.
36-37). (See Matthew 23.14) When Elijah finished praying, the fire of God fell from heaven, consumed the sacrifice, the wood, the water, and even the altar (v 38).
e. Lastly, the 850 false prophets had to be decapitated
(vv. 19, 39-40). This was definitely necessary to then be
able to guide Israel to repentance. (See Deuteronomy
13.1–5)

3. THE CLEANSING IN OUR LIFE
We cannot produce repentance in the Church; this is a gift
of God. But through the preaching of the gospel, doctrinal
teaching, and wise counsel, believers can attain a true relationship with the Lord. For this we must take steps and make decisions, possibly painful, but necessary. Only thus will we be able
to find out how much we love God and how willing we are to
serve Him in true holiness. (John 14.15)
It is not enough for us to acknowledge that “Jehovah is
God;” we must also hate idolatry and eliminate it from our life.
Judgment hurts, but it always prepares the way for blessings.
Drought has to end, but God cannot send His rain until the fire
has descended and sin has been judged on the mountain.

4. CONCLUSION
What we do with God in private is much more important
than what we do for Him in public. Our secret life prepares us
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for our exposed life. Everything that Elijah had faced in anonymity had a purpose: the fire in the mountain. As well as in
that case, our times of need and distress can be the prelude to
great blessings from God, but these blessings can only come if
we are willing to take the steps that this prophet took: (1) Repair the altar. (2) Seek unity. (3) Offer the most precious. (4) Pray a
prayer of faith. (5) Repent and be cleansed.
1. Do you desire to have fire in your mountain?
2. What steps are you willing to take for it to become a
reality?
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LESSON 9

The Sound
of Abundance
of Rain
Icebreaker:
Have you ever “smelled” the rain?

1. INTRODUCTION
Let’s read 1 Kings 18.41-45. In this scripture water represents the Holy Spirit, and the rain represents revival. Just as rain
refreshes, cleanses, and revitalizes, the Holy Spirit renews the
life of the Church. A great rain like that of 1 Kings 18 is the revival that we need in the Apostolic Assembly and hear that it’s
on its way.
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There was a drought in Israel for three and a half years.
James 5.18 says that the prophet Elijah prayed for this
drought to happen, and later he prayed so that heaven would
release water again. That is how it rained again in Israel, and the
land produced its fruit again.
When the prophet Elijah “heard” that the rain was coming,
he went up to the top of Mount Carmel. Climbing Carmel represents our search for God; this tells us that we need to prepare
ourselves for the rain.
What must we do so that it might rain in our lives?

2. IT WILL RAIN IF WE LET GO OF SIN AND
CONVERT WITH A GENUINE HEART
Sin produces dryness and ultimately, spiritual death. Israel
was dry because of her sin of idolatry. They had been worshiping Baal, whose name ironically means “god of the rain.” But
in Elijah’s time, Israel was revived when it acknowledged God
again. They cleansed their idolatry, they set things in order, and
God healed them.
God says in 2 Chronicles 7.14:
“If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin,
and will heal their land.”
(Read Jonah 3.5-10)
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3. IT WILL RAIN IF WE SET ASIDE OUR INTERESTS
Elijah firmly expected that it would rain. But what are we expecting in church? Matthew 11.7-9: “And as they departed, Jesus began to say unto the multitudes concerning John, What went
ye out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken with the wind? But
what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft raiment? behold, they that wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. But what
went ye out for to see? A prophet? yea, I say unto you, and more
than a prophet.”
It is so good to leave home or work, and come to a meeting
like this. But how many will do so for the wrong reasons! Many
have some misguided expectations in regard to the Church,
and even a false concept of God. They are here, but their heart
is far from Jesus. Where is our heart right now? Matthew 6.21:
“For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” (See
Matthew 13.44)

4. IT WILL RAIN WHEN WE WORSHIP GOD
IN TRUTH
1 Kings 18.42 says that Elijah worshiped with “his face between his knees.” True worship means to humble oneself before the
Lord. We sing, but many times we do it without feeling or passion.
We pray, but with very little or no conviction. We meet, but our
meetings are formal, as if we only want to give the impression that
the church or the friendship group “is working.”
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The presence of God doesn’t fall more often because there
are few who cry out to God like the deer who pants after the
water brooks. (Psalm 42.1) We must pray with brokenness, worship pouring out of our heart in the presence of the Lord. The
powerful rain of the Holy Spirit will fall more often when more
brothers extend their hands to God, like a dry and thirsty land.
(Psalm 143.6)

5. IT WILL RAIN WHEN WE UNDERSTAND
WHAT REVIVAL IS
When we hear the word revival, many think of emotional
experiences and dreams. (Ecclesiastes 5.7) Others think that
spiritual revival is speaking in other tongues. (1 Corinthians
12.30-31)
There are those who believe that revival means that we
build a bigger temple, and then for the mayor of the city to
come to its dedication, as if the church needs to have the approval or the acknowledgment of the world. But we are not of
the world, nor should we think like it. Revival is not even when
everyone in the church is free of sickness and making lots of
money.
Revival is when the people humble themselves before God.
Revival is when the people are convicted of their sin and their
need of God. Revival is seeing the glory of God in our home, in
our children. Revival is when souls get saved (not necessarily
when the temples get full).
Revival is when we serve God with gratitude, joy, and patience. Revival is when God takes such control of the church that
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only the important things are done, the ones God has always
wanted for us to do. Revival is when the church produces soul
winners, people who care about and are interested in others.

6. CONCLUSION
1 Kings 18.43-45: “…look toward the sea (people).” So he
went up and looked, and said, “There is nothing.” And seven times
(the necessary amount of times) he said, “Go again.” Then it came
to pass the seventh time, that he said, “There is a cloud, as small as
a man’s hand, rising out of the sea!” Now it happened in the meantime that the sky became black with clouds and wind, and there
was a heavy rain. NKJV
1. Do you desire for a great rain to pour out over our
church?
2. How are you planning on preparing for it when it
comes?
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LESSON 10

The Three
Non-negotiables
of Devotion

Icebreaker:
What is the first thought that comes to mind when people
talk about “devotion?”
Luke 14.26-27:
“If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother,
and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own
life also, he cannot be my disciple. And whosoever doth not bear
his cross, and come after me, cannot be my disciple. ”
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus

Me and My House Will Serve the Lord.indd 52

6/19/13 1:15:09 PM

The Strategy of Jesus To Day

53

1. INTRODUCTION
An intimate relationship like the one God desires to have
with us is based on devotion. According to the dictionary, this
word means “Attention, interest, effort in the support of one or
more people, an action, an ideal.”
We are many Christians in the world, but how many of us
are truly disciples? In the development process the disciples
had at the feet of Jesus, their devotion and consecration gradually grew. Different from the majority, they were not casual followers, but rather truly committed people who yielded their
lives as instruments of power and influence in their time.

2. JESUS’ INTEREST
The open question is: Did Jesus do something to raise the
level of devotion of the ones who wanted to follow Him? The
answer is definitely yes. Did respecting and honoring Jesus’
words have some implications for them? Very much. Were there
people who were bothered with what Jesus said? We have no
idea how many! This also has implications for us today.
In Luke 14 Jesus establishes the guidelines for those who
want to follow Him and be His disciples.
His concern consisted of making disciples, not increasing
attendance in the friendship group. The best way to do it was
by helping the people who followed Him understand the level
of devotion He was seeking, and without budging an inch, He
chose three sensitive areas of non-negotiable conditions to be
a disciple of Christ.
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3. “I WANT TO BE ABOVE ALL YOUR PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS”
V. 26: “If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and
mother, and wife…”
The first thing Jesus deals with is relationships. Relationships are one of the most important and hardest areas for
those who aspire to follow Jesus. Do you know why? Because
in this life, everything is about relationships, and if Jesus Christ
does not have control over that area of our life, then we cannot be the type of disciple that He expects. It is very obvious
when Jesus has priority above all our human relationships.
But let us be careful in how we interpret Jesus’ words. If
He were saying that we should treat our parents or brothers
and the rest of the members of our family hatefully, He would
be contradicting other stipulations in the Bible. It is very clear
that Jesus was not trying to say that. Essentially, Jesus is saying: “I want to be first in your life, over your parents, over your
spouse, over your own children.” It seems to be a difficult issue, and it is; but the indisputable proof that Jesus is your Lord
has to be displayed through your personal relationships.

4. “I WANT TO BE ABOVE YOUR GOALS
AND PERSONAL DESIRES”
V. 27: “And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after
me, cannot be my disciple.”
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Jesus is not saying here that all His true disciples have
to lay down their lives, given that the phrase “comes to me”
eliminates the idea of death in the literal sense. But rather,
the subject again is devotion. This is an absolute consecration on behalf of those who desire to become disciples. Jesus
was speaking of goals and desires in life. He talks about our
dreams and greatest desires. Jesus is saying that if someone
wants to be His disciple he must replace his own objectives
and aspirations for the plan God has for him; that we submit
our will to His.
We often have great dreams and goals to achieve “for
God.” Moreover, in some, that is their basic motivation. But the
truth is that as servants of God we need to keep God’s plans
in mind, and not our own. It seems that in many cases we ask
God to approve our plans, but the right thing to do instead is
to ask Him to include us in His. Are we involved in God’s plans
or do we want for God to adapt to ours? We cannot continue
in the way of the Christian life solely with a set of personal
goals. We need to get to the level of devotion where the plan
that Jesus has for each one of us is what’s most important.

5. “I WANT TO BE ABOVE YOUR PERSONAL
POSSESSIONS”
Luke 14.33: “So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple.”
What Jesus is telling us here is: “Keep things in their proper perspective.” He is not saying that we cannot own anything,
but that we should not allow for those things to possess us.
Jesus’ own words: “We need to renounce our possessions.”
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Corrie ten Boom said: “I have learned to hold things softly, so
that my hand doesn’t hurt when God decides to take them
away. ” The idea is to not hold things too tightly. Many of us,
who live in a society based on what we “have,” end up fighting
for those same things. We haven’t learned from God the science of contentment, and fall ill to wanting more. This draws
us away from the possibility of being available to Jesus. We
need to look carefully at Jesus’ commitment and devotion
while on Earth:
t

Jesus was born in a manger.... that was borrowed!

t

Jesus multiplied the bread and fish in a basket.... that
was borrowed!

t

Jesus produced a miraculous catch in a boat.... that was
borrowed!

t

Jesus preached the gospel in a house.... that was borrowed!

t

Jesus rode a donkey.... that was borrowed!

t

Jesus was buried in a tomb.... that was borrowed!

t Only the Cross belonged to Him...
With all of this, Jesus never blasphemed, nor complained,
nor murmured. (Isaiah 53.7) We need a change today. We need
to quit complaining, stop making claims: “No one values me
here.” “Will I even gain anything from all of this?” “Where is the
love,” etc.
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6. CONCLUSION
It shouldn’t surprise us that when we talk about discipleship and commitment, we have such little echo from those
who form the body of Christ. When the subject is prophecy and
prosperity, things seem to work out just fine. For this reason
we are going to end with one of the episodes of Jesus’ life that
discomforts us most.
John 6.65-67: And he said, “Therefore said I unto you, that
no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of my
Father.” From that time many of his disciples went back, and
walked no more with him. Then said Jesus unto the twelve, “Will
ye also go away?”
It is very striking that Jesus would leave the door open in
case someone decided to leave. To whom did Jesus say these
things? Yes, that is correct; to His disciples, whom He loved the
most, whom He had blessed the most. “To whom much is given,
much is required.” The Christian life is the best, but it requires a
commitment from each one of us, a total and faithful devotion
to the One who first gave Himself for us.
1. How much are you willing to dedicate and surrender to
become a true disciple of Jesus?
2. Answer after reading Matthew 19.29.
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LESSON 11

Let’s Break
Bushels

Icebreaker:
What is the first thought that comes to mind when you hear
the word “bushel?”
Matthew 5.14-16:
“Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot
be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel,
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the
house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your
good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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1. INTRODUCTION
A bushel was a unit of measure of dry or liquid products, of
varying value depending on the era and regions. In the time of
Jesus, a bushel was a basket used to carry grains, with a holding
capacity of approximately nine liters.
There is no doubt that no one, absolutely no one, turns on
a lamp in order to later place it under a bushel. In fact, if we
were to witnesses such an action, we would not hesitate calling
it ludicrous. But this procedure, despite its absurdity, is an eloquent description of what has been the history of God’s people.
Over and again we have hidden our light under many bushels.
Therefore, it is necessary to identify the bushels that prevent
the light of the Lord from shining in His church.

2. THE BUSHEL OF INDIFFERENCE
The first bushel that needs to be broken, which hides the
light of Christ, is indifference. The main reason why we are not
committed to non-Christians and to new believers is not because it’s difficult to get to them, nor because of their resistance
to the gospel, nor even the lack of resources to mobilize, nor
the lack of Bible knowledge.
The main obstacle to an attitude of compassion towards
those who are in darkness is our own apathy. In more than one
congregation there is a total lack of interest in touching the
lives of those whose eternal destiny is death. The same spirit
of Jonah has been instilled in us. He sat on the hill, with a perverted satisfaction, waiting for the destruction of the people
of Nineveh. For this reason, the first step to the Strategy of JeApostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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sus needs to be our repentance from the selfishness that has
marked our spiritual life.

3. THE BUSHEL OF RELIGIOSITY
The second bushel that has hidden the light of Jesus is religiosity. Religiosity is seen in those activities resulting when
man takes control of his own spiritual experience and stops responding to the impulses of the Holy Spirit. In religion, the human being and not Christ is always the protagonist, the center
of everything. His goal is to manipulate God so that He would
bless and prosper the projects he has put together.
Considering Church life in this manner, soul winning turns
into an elaborate program, the fruit of our own intelligence. But
in God’s plan, winning souls for His kingdom is an expression
of an inner reality lived out by His children. We cannot create
activities that produce light, because we have not received that
ability. The only thing we can do is allow the light of Christ to
shine strongly in our lives.
We cannot use the Strategy of Jesus as another evangelism
method. A change must first occur in us; a spiritual change. This,
of course, is the result of walking close to Him. This is why the
disciple that is committed to souls is called a witness, because
he points out a reality that transcends his own being.

4. THE BUSHEL OF SELF-INDULGENCE
The third bushel that we need to destroy is self-indulgence.
A hard fighting conviction has been instilled in the heart of the
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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Church, as the very promoters of the gospel tend to perpetuate
it. It is the idea that a special calling is required to get involved
in the task of winning souls.
As most of us have never felt that special call to win souls,
we feel confident that we are not at fault before our God. However, the Word teaches that the Church has been called to be
a witness of “the wonders of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light” (1 Peter 2.9–10), witnessing in
the communities of Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria, as well as
unto the ends of the Earth. This expresses a commitment to our
neighbors and to the people who are far off as well, which will
undoubtedly result in our discomfort and self denial.

5. THE BUSHEL OF STINGINESS
A fourth bushel under which we have hidden our light is
stinginess. This problem is particularly common among Latinos because we continue convinced that we can’t because we
don’t have the necessary resources. Just like almost every other lie of the wicked one, this also is a half-truth. It is true that
we don’t have the resources, but our Heavenly Father does
possess all the treasures of the universe, and has made them
available to us.
The attitude that unlocks the riches of God in favor of His
work is our willingness to obey Him before we see the resources. Never in the history of the Church has the Lord first provided the resources for a missionary project. Rather, the Church
takes the step of faith to commit in prayer, in weeping and supplication, in fasting, and determination. Then God provides the
means.
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And we could identify other bushels that have hidden the
light of the Gospel. Some are common and ordinary; others
are more elaborate, finely decorated with all types of subtle
arguments, used proudly to defend an individualistic and
egotistical spirituality. The truth is that it doesn’t matter what
type of bushel we have chosen to hide our light, they all serve
the same sad purpose: to neutralize the good news of the
Gospel.

6. THE LAMP STAND
The light of the Strategy of Jesus has been turned on in the
Apostolic Assembly, but some continue to place it under their
bushel. Under the bushel the light will always be extinguished,
suffocated by such excuses as: “I am too busy to talk about
Christ,” “I don’t have the ability,” “I need to learn first”, etc.
If we desire for the souls that God is calling from all over
the world to be saved, we need to break all those bushels and
place the light on the lamp stand. As long as we don’t do it, the
light of the gospel of salvation will be extinguishing itself little
by little, and those who are in outer darkness will continue to
be eternally lost.
Let us place the light of Jesus on the lamp stand so that it
can remain lit and provide light for many. The lamp stand is the
Holy Spirit in the Church. In other words, for Christ to shine in
us, we need the presence of the Holy Spirit filling our lives. As
our doctrine teaches, “The Holy Spirit empowers us to witness
about Christ.”
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7. CONCLUSION
It is time to break into pieces the bushels that don’t allow
for the light of Jesus to be seen in our lives. A world where confusion is becoming more pronounced, cries out for someone
to stand up and say with conviction: “This is the way, walk ye
in it, when ye turn to the right hand, and when ye turn to the left”
(Isaiah 30.21).
If we don’t change, we will continue to fail our God and the
people that surround us. Let us, once and for all, break these
bushels so that our light would “so shine before men, that they
may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 5.16).
1. Who, but the Church of Christ, can be able to light up
the world displaying Him as the way, the truth, and
the life?
2. What bushel are you going to break this week?
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LESSON 12

The Net of the

Miraculous
Catch

Icebreaker:
What would you prefer to use for fishing: a pole or a net?
Matthew 4.19: “And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will
make you fishers of men.”

1. INTRODUCTION
Every professional and all who develop a trade know that
you cannot work without the appropriate tools to accomplish
a job well. Every fisherman needs for his net to be in good conApostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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dition and ready at all times. We will next consider three key
points related to our mission of evangelizing the world, using
the rhetorical figure of the fisherman’s net as a foundation.

2. THE NET, THE LORD’S METHOD
The Lord did very important things dealing with the net.
His first miracle was the miraculous catch in Peter’s boat
(study Luke 5 at home). His last miracle was another miraculous catch (study John 21 at home). Jesus also compared the
Kingdom of Heaven to a net that is cast into the sea (See Matthew 13.47-48).
Why does Jesus compare the Kingdom of Heaven to a net?
Because to “fish” for people, we need a net. Jesus doesn’t say
that you can’t fish with a fishing pole or a string, but that the results between the methods are very different. The net “drags in
all kinds of fish.” But some of us have tried fishing with a string
or a pole for so long that we have forgotten that two thousand
years ago the Lord established the most efficient way to win
souls: the net. To be fishers of men we need to be part of a “net”
(network), a team of workers that God can use.
The most important task that our Lord Jesus Christ has committed to us is the proclamation of the Gospel, the preaching of
His Word to the lost. And in order to fulfill it, we need to be well
equipped and committed. The net in the Bible represents teams
of workers. A team is not the same as a group; many churches
have groups, but that doesn’t constitute a net. A net consists
of interlaced strings, i.e., men and women linked together. In
other words, the Holy Spirit will only use our lives in the Great
Commission if we work together, forming a great net.
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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A net is a set of strings of equal size and length that have
been joined together. If we separate all the strings of a net,
we would only have a bunch of strings of equal length; and
if to each string we tie a hook we could even fish with them,
but the effort would be too great and the results too poor.
But if we were able to join all the strings and use them like a
net, the results will be very different. The result would be a
miraculous catch!

3. THE TORN NETS
Luke 5.4-6. This passage teaches us that our net needs
to be in good condition. Certain nets—churches, friendship
groups—promote problems that render their work useless. If
we go fishing, when we catch the fish, we could be as surprised
as Peter and the others were: the net is not capable of retaining
the fish and therefore, breaks because of the weight.
Jesus makes us and invitation: “Come after me” (behind
me). But He also says: “If any man will come after me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me” (Luke
9.23). A principle is established here: if we want to be part
of the net of the miraculous catch, we must deny ourselves,
that is to say, follow Christ’s interests, leaving ours aside. Jesus
promises: “Whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it”
(Matthew 16.25).
Those who form part of a team do not work for their own
interests; they work for everyone else’s wellbeing. If a brother
does not work for the benefit of the team to seek his own interests, he cannot belong to our net, and we must replace him, or
else our net will break at the time of the miraculous catch, and
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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the fish will be lost. If many escape from our net, it is because, in
the net, not everyone pursues the same interests. The Apostle
Paul lived this unfortunate situation. (Philippians 2.19-21)

4. THE REPAIRED NETS
John 21.6. At the time of the Lord Jesus’ last miracle, Peter
had learned his lesson, and unlike the first time, his nets were
now in position to do what Jesus wanted. Peter and the rest
had repaired and strengthened the net. We need to repair our
net so that it is ready at the time that we receive our orders
from the Lord Jesus. We all need to get involved and involve
everyone, or else we will not accomplish the miraculous catch
that we greatly desire.
The Holy Spirit wants to use your Church as a heavenly net,
as long as we work united, seeking Christ’s interest, and relegating our interests to second place, as we reach for lost souls.
Week after week we must gather in our friendship groups
to do two very important things: take care of the saved and rescue the lost.
It is said that, in a church, about 20% of the members work
and the other 80% watch. If we reversed these percentages,
we would grow four times faster. It’s simple. We need to understand that it should not be the responsibility of only a few, but
of all the church.
God wants us to fish with nets. Instead of the message being preached by only one, the nets should be stretched out in
the city and the region. The effort is thus multiplied through
many brothers, sisters, and new believers.
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5. CONCLUSION
In His last miraculous catch, the Lord established that
things should be done how He wants and not as we want. He
said: “Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find.”
The right side represents what the Lord wants us to do, as opposed to what we think. What is the difference between the
right side and the left side? A few meters, a small distance; but
while on the left side of the boat there were no fish, the right
side was full of them. Let’s obey the voice of the Spirit and we
will secure a miraculous catch.
The Lord considers the net so important that He compares
it to the Kingdom of Heaven. The net is the Lord’s method. The
torn net indicates that some members of the team do not seek
after Christ’s interests. The repaired net is the committed team,
working for the interests of the church, which are souls.
The world is the ocean... we are the net. We should all get
involved in this task to achieve the miraculous catch. Those
who will be saved in these last days are ready and human nets
are needed to gather them in. Let’s learn to work as a net (network). Let’s work together. Let’s get involved in church. Let’s
cast the net to the right and allow it to do its job. A miraculous
catch awaits us!
What changes do you need to make in your life in order to
be part of the net of the miraculous catch, and not just a loose
string?
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LESSON 13

The Hidden
Stater
Icebreaker: What do you think of fishing? Do you have

an experience relating to fishing?

Matthew 17.24-27: When they had come to Capernaum,
those who received the temple tax came to Peter and said, “Does
your Teacher not pay the temple tax?” He said, “Yes.” And when
he had come into the house, Jesus anticipated him, saying, “What
do you think, Simon? From whom do the kings of the earth take
customs or taxes, from their sons or from strangers?” Peter said to
Him, “From strangers.” Jesus said to him, “Then the sons are free.
27 Nevertheless, lest we offend them, go to the sea, cast in a hook,
and take the fish that comes up first. And when you have opened
its mouth, you will find a piece of money; take that and give it to
them for Me and you.” NKJV
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1. INTRODUCTION
This teaching is about the many blessings God has prepared for us, represented here by the stater. The stater was a
silver coin, about 14 grams, used for paying the temple taxes,
equivalent to four drachmas. In the time of Jesus, the temple
tax consisted of two drachmas per person; one stater covered
payment for two people.

2. THE BLESSING OF GOD AND CATCHING
PEOPLE
Two drachmas were necessary to pay Jesus’ tax, but Peter
would find twice the amount, so he could also pay his own tax.
This was so because God does not want us to live in scarcity,
with financial backlog and other problems. (Matthew 6.25-33)
Peter was coming home dejected, but Jesus already knew it so
he talked to him first, providing him an escape.
God desires to bless us. The coin in this story represents the
supernatural blessing of God, which is not subject to human
logic. Man without God believes that the stronger, more intelligent or prepared he is the more chances he has to succeed in
life. It’s a serious error to think this way. God is willing to honor
only those whose faith is placed in Him and who expect to receive His blessings. (See Proverbs 3.5-6)
The blessing of God is unique and incomparable. Proverbs 10.22 affirms that “The blessing of the LORD, it maketh
rich, and he addeth no sorrow with it.” The blessing of God is
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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also more abundant than what we can understand or expect.
(Ephesians 3.20-21)
If all the above is true, why then don’t we see His blessing
more often in our life? We pray at church for it, we pray at home
for it, but for some, the blessing seems to never arrive. If this
worked for Peter, and still works for others, why doesn’t it work
for us? Let’s pay attention to what Peter did…

3. PETER WENT IN SEARCH OF THE FISH
Peter did not receive Jesus’ coin in his hands; he had to go
look for it himself. The coin was hidden underwater, inside a
fish. How then could he get it? He had to pull the fish out of the
water. That is to say that if we want to attain blessings, we have
to go get our fish, for the Lord’s provision is hidden in it.
And how can we get our fish? Simply by witnessing of Christ
to people, taking the message of Jesus to those who have not
yet known Him, declaring His marvelous works to those who
have not yet experienced His power. God has not given us so
much so that we would hoard it, but so that we could use it
skillfully and enthusiastically!
The hook here represents our testimony, our experience
with God, what He has done in our life. And the bait should go
on the hook, but it’s important to use the best possible bait.
Many try to fish with any ole bait, or even worse, with an empty
hook. The hook is the truth, but the truth without bait just offends and pushes people away. Truth can be spoken without
offending. How? By using love, understanding, wisdom, and
fine manners as bait.
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4. PROFESSIONAL FISHERMEN
Luke 21.19 says that through our patience we will win our
souls. This is so because whoever wants to fish has to be willing to wait a lot, suffer cold or heat, and sometimes get a little
wet. Furthermore, he must practice enough before becoming a
good fisherman. But patience is the fruit of the Spirit, not ours.
Meaning that we cannot try to become fishermen on our own
account and be successful. (Matthew 4.18-19)
The expression “I will make you fishers of men” means that it
is Jesus who transforms us into professional soul winners. God
places in us the necessary talents and virtues so that we can
fulfill this task in an efficient manner, but only if He finds a good
disposition in us.
Many who don’t like this task give excuses or attempt to
find another occupation at church. This happens because there
are many projects and activities in the church where we can
become involved. But be careful, lest because of that we end
up neglecting what is most important to God, which is fishing
for men. It’s not hard to see why this is called the Great Commission in Mark 16.15-16.

5. AN OCEAN FULL OF FISH
A common excuse is to say that there are not many fish. But
it is the Lord’s job and not ours to move the fish toward us. The
world is an ocean full of fish. The city in which we live is full of
them. Even more, there are several fish swimming very close to
us: family members, friends, neighbors, associates, etc.
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Some may think that certain fish will not have a silver coin,
or any other type coin. That might be, but that also is not our
problem. At the end, God will always ensure that we receive
the recompense for our labor. (Colossians 3.24) The only thing
we need to worry about is going out to search for the fish and
Jesus will surely provide a blessing for our life.

6. CONCLUSION
God gives us the wonderful opportunity to work for Him
and He is more than willing to reward us if we serve Him in
what concerns Him the most: that we win His souls. This has to
do with material as well as spiritual blessings: peace of heart,
the joy of the Spirit, physical, emotional and mental health, and
the satisfaction of fulfilled duty.
May the Lord transform us into fishers of men; not fishermen out of duty or out of desperation of getting the stater,
rather truly good fishers of men, Christians who find pleasure
in the sole act of winning souls for God, men and women who
gladly and gratefully win others for His Kingdom.
1. Do you think it is possible to be a good Christian while
at the same time being a bad soul winner?
2. What changes will you make in your life in this area?
3. When do you think you will go for that stater?
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LESSON 14

The Joy
of
Witnessing

Icebreaker:
Have you ever witnessed an impacting act/event? What did
you do afterward?
Acts 1.8:
“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth.”
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1. INTRODUCTION
According to the dictionary, “witness” means: a person
who gives testimony of something; a person who witnesses
or acquires direct and true knowledge of something. In other
words, a witness is a person who confirms that an actor an
event truly happened.
From the Christian point of view, witnessing is sharing with
others our beliefs concerning Jesus Christ and His teachings,
and especially our experiences with Him. It’s simple, so then,
what prevents so many Christians from witnessing? Are we too
busy to do it? Don’t we have the opportunity to meet a lot of
people? Are we shy? Do we fear being rejected? Is it that we
don’t know what to say? Is it that we don’t want to lose friends?
(See Luke 10.1-12; 17-24; John 4.31-38)

2. THE JOY OF WITNESSING
In John 4 Jesus had just finished witnessing to a woman
when His disciples brought Him something to eat. He refused
to eat because His inner man was only satisfied with spiritual
food: “My meat is to do the will of him that sent me, and to finish
his work,” He explained.
Some people don’t believe in God but we will always find
someone who does, someone who wants to hear. That is why
Jesus told His disciples that “the fields are white already to harvest.” This same principle is found in Luke 10: “The harvest truly
[is] great.” When Jesus sent His 70 disciples to witness, they returned joyful seeing what had occurred through the preaching
of the message of salvation.
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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3. THE BLESSINGS OF WITNESSING
We need to remember that if we witness, God will be
pleased, and without a doubt He will bless us. This means that
those who gather the harvest will live blessed on Earth, and will
also receive their reward in heaven. Witnessing allows us to receive many blessings from the Lord, such as:
a. Joy and happiness. Luke 10.17: “And the seventy returned again with joy...” John 4.36: “…both he that
soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together.” Psalm
126.5-6: “They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. He that
goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall
doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves
with him.”
b. Provision for our needs. Luke10.7: “And in the same
house remain, eating and drinking such things as they
give: for the laborer is worthy of his hire.” Luke 22.35:
“And he said unto them, when I sent you without purse,
and scrip, and shoes, lacked ye any thing? And they said,
nothing.”
c.

Protection from demons and authority over them. Luke
10.19: “Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents
and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy: and
nothing shall by any means hurt you.” Luke 10.17: “Lord,
even the devils are subject unto us through thy name.”
Mark16.17: “And these signs shall follow them that believe; in my name shall they cast out devils.”
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d. Miracles of healing through us. Luke10.9: “And heal the
sick that are therein, and say unto them, the kingdom of
God is come nigh unto you.” Mark 16.18b: “…they shall
lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.”
e. Great things that others wished they’d seen and heard.
Jeremiah 33.3: “I will show thee great and mighty
things, which thou knowest not.” Luke 10.23-24: “…
many prophets and kings have desired to see those things
which ye see, and have not seen them; and to hear those
things which ye hear, and have not heard them.” 1 Corinthians 2.9: “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of man, the things which God
hath prepared for them that love him.”

4. CONCLUSION
Let’s share our testimony with someone this week, but let
us not make the mistake of rushing it. Sometimes this will only
push people away from us. Let us develop a friendly relationship before we witness. Everything has its time.
When someone shows a little interest, let’s not give them
too much information. Let’s not talk about very deep truths
before the person has repented. Let’s focus on faith, love, and
forgiveness, not on the outward appearance. Let’s encourage
people to seek God, but let’s not condemn them if they don’t.
1. Don’t you think that inviting people to our friendship
group is a good way witnessing for Christ?
2. Who is going to invite someone to our next week’s
friendship group meeting?
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LESSON 15

Do you
Really Know
Jesus?
Icebreaker:
What is the first thing you think about when you hear the
word “anonymous?”
Jeremiah 9.23-24:
“Thus saith the LORD, let not the wise man glory in his wisdom,
neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man
glory in his riches: But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the LORD which exercise
lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in
these things I delight, saith the LORD.”
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1. INTRODUCTION
God’s greatest desire for us is that we get to know Him and
understand Him. There are better things than wisdom, strength,
or riches. These are the mercy and justice of God, virtues that
God requires of us, and that we can only find when we truly
know Him.

2. IT’S NOT POSSIBLETO FULLY UNDERSTAND
HIM, BUT IT IS POSSIBLE TO KNOW HIM
Isaiah 55.8-9.
No one is capable of finding out how God really made all
things. Astronomers, even with their powerful telescopes and
computers, continue to be very far from determining the number of galaxies that are in space. Who can explain how God created the stars, the sun, planet Earth and its living creatures? No
one truly knows how He made us and why He cares so much
about us. King David admitted that such information was impossible for him to understand, for God’s mind is far too great
and marvelous.
(Psalm 139.1-6)
However, despite our inability to totally understand, God
asks us to seek Him. (Isaiah 55.6-7) When we turn to God, He
grants us His mercy and forgiveness. He rewards those who
seek Him by making them His children and teaching them
many things.
(Jeremiah 33.3).
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3. THE TRAGEDY OF NOT KNOWING HIM
One gets to know God by spending time with Him. In His
presence we are able to understand His mind and what He expects of us, but the simple act of spending time with Him does
not mean that we truly know Him. Many people are deceived in
this respect. (John 16.1-3)
The disciples James and John fit in this category of “Christians.” They lived with Jesus for more than three years, but never truly understood the Lord’s heart and character. They asked
Jesus to destroy a people, demonstrating that they knew Him
very little. (Luke 9.51-56)
The Apostle Philip could not even see the divinity of Jesus
Christ, for which the Lord rebuked him saying, “Have I been so
long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip?”
(John 14.9)
James, John, and Philip did not completely understand
the nature and mission of Jesus Christ, but we know that at
least they loved the Lord. On the contrary Judas Iscariot, who
was another of Christ’s disciples, didn’t even get to know Him,
much less love Him. (John 12.3-8) Judas’ tragedy was that he
remained a thief and a hypocrite even after living more than
three years in the presence of Jesus Christ Himself.
It is the same today: people go to a church for years, but
never develop a true relationship with Jesus. Many just have a
superficial and selfish relationship with Him. They are unable to
fully grasp such a tragedy, of realizing that they live outside of
the will of God.
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Many “Christians” do not see that their hearts are empty
and their lives continue to be lost. They waste their time attending church solely to keep their spouse or parents happy, or to
escape from hell. They have not become aware that their heart
is far from the Lord. (Isaiah 29.13)

4. WAYS OF GETTING TO KNOW JESUS
BETTER
We already made it clear that that to know God it takes
more than just attending church or this friendship group. If we
truly desire to have a sincere and stable relationship with Him,
we need to first of all forsake our thoughts.
(Isaiah 59.1-2)
We need to learn to love, forgive, and bless others, just as
we expect God to love, forgive, and bless us. This means setting
aside criticism and murmurings. What would happen if instead
of trying to “fix” the whole world we dedicated more time to
prayer for others? Righteousness is looking at life from God’s
point of view, not our own. Let us then begin to see others with
the eyes with which God sees us.
Another important thing that we need to do is to learn
how to worship the Lord sincerely—not just singing joyfully
during service—but better yet, loving Him and obeying Him
with all our heart, mind, and strength. (Psalms 119.7) True
praise freshly rises when we are more eager to bless and
please God than to receive a blessing from Him. Genuine worship unto God is a product of delighting in His presence and
doing His will.
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5. CONCLUSION
Truly knowing Jesus is about spending time with Him, loving Him above all, and remaining faithful to Him in all circumstances. Could there possibly be anything more important for
us in life?
What specific things will you do in order to get to know Jesus better?
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LESSON 16

What Garment
are you
Wearing?
Icebreaker:
Have you participated in a wedding? What type of memories does it bring to you?
Matthew 22.11-14
“And when the king came in to see the guests, he saw there
a man which had not on a wedding garment: And he saith unto
him, Friend, how camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was speechless. Then said the king to the servants,
Bind him hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into
outer darkness, there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. For
many are called, but few are chosen.”
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1. WHEN MAN WAS UNCLOTHED
In chapter 2 of Genesis we notice that Adam and Eve were
naked and yet they were not ashamed (v. 25).
The reason was because they were “naked” of the type
of clothing that we wear, but they were covered by the glory
of God; by the light of the fellowship they enjoyed with Him.
When they sinned they were permanently cast out from that
glory (Romans 3.23) and cast out of the Garden of Eden.
Adam and Eve lost their innocence for believing the word
of the serpent over God’s word, and ineffectively tried to cover their nakedness with aprons made out of fig leaves. They
also tried to hide, but God descended to confront them. God
brought their sin out in the open, but what He did next was
not punish them, but rather directs Himself to the serpent and
warned him that a descendant of the woman would crush his
head (Genesis 3.15).
All biblical genealogies stem from one man, except one:
Christ’s. He is the only one in history who comes from a woman.
So, who else could be that “seed of a woman” that God announced in Eden, except He who was born of a virgin in the
small town of Bethlehem? What other man could crush the authority of the devil, bruising head, but God made flesh, Jesus
Christ? It was He who annulled the written code that the accuser had raised against us.
“having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of
them openly, triumphing over them in it”
(Colossians 2.15).
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2. THE FIRST GARMENTS
In Eden God had to impose His punishment on Adam and
Eve, but He also made them tunics out of skins and clothed them
(Genesis 3.21). To get those skins, God sacrificed animals, thus
establishing the powerful precedent that “without the shedding
of blood there is no remission of sin” (Hebrews 9.22).
In Egypt God again made the Hebrews offer animals for
the atonement of their sins, and thus saving them from the
plague of death that fell upon the firstborn Egyptians. Afterwards, in the Law of Moses, God established a priesthood that
would sacrifice lambs to Him, on behalf of the people. These
sacrifices had to be repeated continuously because they
were imperfect, and this would continue until Christ would
give His life, shedding His innocent blood, once and for all for
all humanity. Only Jesus was able to offer a perfect sacrifice,
making Himself the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of
the world; the only one who can save and deliver all who are
lost. (John 1.29)

3. CHRIST, OUR NEW GARMENT
If Adam and Eve were covered outwardly with animal skins,
today we are dressed spiritually with the Lord Jesus Christ,
through baptism in His Name: “For as many of you as have been
baptized into Christ have put on Christ” (Galatians 3.27).
As we are baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, as it was
established in the book of Acts of the Apostles, we receive all
the privileges that the sacrifice of Christ obtained for us, and His
precious blood becomes our protective covering (1 John 1.7).
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When we are baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, we are
submerged into Christ Himself, and we receive the only garment by which we can be admitted into the wedding of the
Lamb, for “neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none
other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be
saved” (Acts 4.12).
Romans 13.12-14: “The night is far spent, the day is at hand:
let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the
armour of light.13 Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting
and drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife
and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not
provision for the flesh, to fulfill the lusts thereof.”

4. CONCLUSION
One day, like any other day, without any prior warning, the
Church of the Lord, the one that bears His Name, will be joined
with Him forever. We need to be prepared for such a transcendental event. We need to choose, as soon as possible, between
continuing to use the uncertain aprons made out of fig tree
leaves—our reasons, ideas, and good intentions—or to be
dressed in holiness by God.
Revelation 19.7-8: “...for the marriage of the Lamb is come,
and his wife hath made herself ready. And to her was granted that
she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of saints.” Let us read Matthew 22.11-14
once again and answer these unavoidable questions:
1. Will you be one chosen of the Lord, or just one who was called?
2. What garment are you wearing today?
3. Are those garments appropriate for the wedding of the
Lamb, or do you need to change them?
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LESSON 17

Are
you
Converted?
Icebreaker:
What can you say about the phenomenon of metamorphosis?
Ezekiel 18.32: “For I have no pleasure in the death of him that
dieth, saith the Lord God: therefore turn yourselves, and live ye.”

1. INTRODUCTION
To convert means to move or change one thing into another. Our relationship with God varies substantially in function
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in this antithesis: a converted person – an unconverted person.
This is because the human beings’ sinful nature is a huge obstacle to his dialogue with God, whereas the spiritual rebirth
creates a friendly bridge between God and each one of us.

2. CONVERSION IS NOT DEFINITIVE
When we draw close to Jesus and accept His conditions,
we can say that we are in the process of conversion. When we
ARE baptized in His Name and are filled with His Holy Spirit,
conversion is complete: “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is
a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are
become new” (2 Corinthians 5.17).
Now, is conversion an irreversible process, a permanent
state of the soul, body, and spirit, independent of our conduct?
The answer is no! Conversion is a process that can be suspended, and even annulled: “For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the
latter end is worse with them than the beginning. For it had been
better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than,
after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them”
(2 Peter 2.20-21; see also Galatians 4.19 and 1 Peter 3.21).
This last Biblical text encourages us to always aspire to
have a clean conscience before God, putting forth all our willingness, ability, and strength to keep changing (converting)
day by day, for if we are saved by baptism in the Name of Jesus Christ, our bodies with their impurities tend to hinder our
path to heaven.
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3. AM I CONVERTED OR NOT?
An analysis of our lives will help us determine whether we
are converted or not, and if we are, to what degree? Before
knowing Christ, we lived for ourselves; we had a “me” mentality at the center of our lives. From this we can identify three
characteristics that identify a person who is not converted: (a)
Rebellion (b) Selfishness (c) Indifference.
a. A rebellious person will even sacrifice himself in order
to not obey. 1 Samuel 15.22: “And Samuel said, ‘Hath
the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices,
as in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams.’”
The rebellious person, also, will not accept the intervention of God in his life, brining about condemnation: “Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth
the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall receive to
themselves damnation” (Romans 13.2).
b. The selfish cannot do anything for others, if he doesn’t see
that there is any personal benefit. The selfish is not converted because he has not learned the Biblical principle
that: “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20.35).
c.

The indifferent doesn’t even know God, because “He
that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love” (1
John 4.8; see also 1 John 3.17).

Consequently, we can appreciate the three characteristics of a converted person, which are: (a) Obedience (b)
Generosity (c) Love.
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a. Obedience. Romans 16.19: “For your obedience is come
abroad unto all men.” 2 Corinthians 9.13: “Whiles by the experiment of this ministration they glorify God for your professed subjection unto the gospel of Christ.” 1 Peter 1.22:
“Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth.”
b. Generosity. 2 Corinthians 9.10-11: “Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your
food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits
of your righteousness;) Being enriched in every thing to all
bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to
God.” (Let us also read Philippians 4.15-16.)
c.

Love. 1 Peter 1.22: “...unfeigned love of the brethren,
see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently.”
1 John 4.7: “Beloved, let us love one another: for love
is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and
knoweth God.”

4. CONCLUSION
The Lord Jesus left us the most practical existing evidence
to determine to what extent someone is converted unto Him:
the fruits of his/her life. (Matthew 7.15-20)
1. Are you converted?
2. Which of the mentioned characteristics indicate that
you are or are not?
3. What steps will you take in order to change at least one
of those areas?
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LESSON 18

Who
Controls
You
Icebreaker: Did you know that alcohol consumption is

rising in the world?

Ephesians 5:18: “And do not get drunk with wine, for that is
dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit.” NASU

1. INTRODUCTION
According to Merriam Webster dictionary “dissipation” can
also mean “dissolution”, which means “the dissolving of an assembly or organization.” “The concentration of a dissolution is
one of its main features.”
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Drunkenness and debauchery are intimate companions,
because alcohol restricts or removes moral limitations and
silences the conscience. Therefore, those who are under the
influence of alcohol, take the liberty to say or do things they
would not normally say or do.
For this reason many feel “brave” when they drink alcohol;
timidness disappears. However, many alcoholics do not recognize the damaging effect that this substance has on their minds.
For example, they believe that they are able to drive a car better
than ever while intoxicated, and that is why, in most countries,
alcohol is involved in more than half of their traffic accidents.

2. AMBIGUITIES OF SOCIETY
Society does not want to talk about “drunkards” but rather
of “alcoholics”, and for many, drunkenness is not a sin, but a disease. According to current thinking, “alcoholics” are victims of
the times and the pressures of modern civilization.
Who should do something to correct the problem? Well,
the government, no doubt (because the people of the world
do not believe in individual or home responsibility). But government doesn’t have the moral strength to right this wrong,
because many of their senators, representatives, judges, etc.,
also practice this vice.

3. THE INFILLING OF THE HOLY GHOST
Ephesians 5:18 says, “Be filled with the Spirit”. Why does
this letter of Paul contrast the drunkard with the Holy Spiritfilled Christian? Because there is a huge gap between “being
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filled with the Spirit” and being filled with alcohol. And, oh
what a distance!
a. The Holy Spirit illuminates the mind, while wine darkens and destroys it.
b. The Spirit of God helps us to rule our body along with
its appetites, but wine suppresses moral strength, and
represses self-control.
c.

Liquor releases the brakes that conscience applies to
conduct, while the Spirit of God leads and guides us
into all truth.

d. The wild abandon caused by alcohol produces conflicts
(because it removes inhibitions and gives “courage”),
adultery (because it turns off moral inhibitions), and all
forms of debauchery and dissolution. “Wine is a mocker,
strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby
is not wise” (Proverbs 20.1). See Proverbs 23.29-35.
e. The Holy Spirit strengthens us in our weaknesses, while
alcohol turns us over to them. Romans 8:26: “Likewise
the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not
what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself
maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot
be uttered”. Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through
Christ who strengthens me.”
f.

Just as wine promotes all forms of destruction, the
Spirit promotes all forms of edification. It builds and
strengthens the walls of defense against temptations, strengthens our will, and gives direction to our
emotions.
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4. HOW TO BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT
Who is really full of the Spirit? Those who speak a lot about
the Holy Ghost? It takes much more than just declaring His
name. Those who are truly filled with the Spirit are those who
are completely under His direction, through His Word. “For as
many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God” (Romans 8.14). They bear the “Fruit of the Spirit.”
Galatians 5.21-22
Those who don’t follow the teachings of the Holy Spirit, delivered by first century inspired men, and that do not bear the
fruit of the Spirit, are not filled with the Spirit. Notwithstanding,
their strong declarations about the Holy Spirit will never make
a difference in the lives of others.
The Bible teaches us that we always move in two areas:
we are either influenced by the Holy Spirit or by the devil. We
are not neutral regarding this issue. Romans 8.8,9 says: “So
then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 But ye are
not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God
dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is
none of his.”

5. CONCLUSION
By whom are we being controlled?
Today we have the opportunity for our life to be controlled
by the Holy Spirit. Everything we do, we do not because we are
supernatural beings, but because the Lord Jesus is in us.
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He also wants to be in your life and give you the power
to be controlled by God, for that is the Holy Spirit: God living
within us.
What will you do this week so that God would take control
of your life?
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LESSON 19

Who do you
Love More?

Icebreaker:
Is destiny something inevitable or do we choose it?
Genesis13:11-13
“Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan; and Lot journeyed
east: and they separated themselves the one from the other. Abram
dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the cities in the
plain, and pitched his tent towards Sodom. But the men of Sodom
were wicked and sinners before the Lord exceedingly.”
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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1. INTRODUCTION
Because of the conflicts between the servants of Abram
and Lot, they agreed to a peaceful separation. Abram let Lot
choose where to go and Lot chose what seemed to be the best.
But Lot was very mistaken. With much reason Proverbs 14:12
says, “There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end
there of are the ways of death.”!
Lot’s error was not that he didn’t esteem his uncle Abram;
his error was to love his possessions more than he did Abram.
When Lot chose, he let ambition blind him and drive him little
by little toward the pagan people of Sodom, despising Abram,
who here represents God.

2. CONSEQUENCES OF A WRONG CHOICE
Lot’s life is a very graphic illustration of a terrible price that
the son of God has to pay when he leaves the Lord to follow the
interests and pleasures of this world. Lot gave in to the world’s
temptations, and paid a high price for it.
a. Loss of happiness. 2 Peter 2:7-8: ”And delivered just Lot,
vexed with the filthy conversation of the wicked:(for that righteous
man dwelling among them, in seeing and hearing, vexed his righteous soul from day to day with their unlawful deeds;)”
b. Loss of family. Genesis 19:14, 26: “And Lot went out, and
spoke unto his sons in law, which married his daughters, and said,
Up, get you out of this place; for the Lord will destroy this city. But
he seemed as one that mocked unto his sons in law. 26 But his wife
looked back from behind him, and she became a pillar of salt.”
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c. Loss of salvation. Mathew 7:13-14: “Enter ye in at the
strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth
to destruction, and many there be which go in there at: Because
strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life,
and few there be that find it.”

3. THE CONDEMNATION OF THE WORLD
Suppose government decides to close a certain bank,
would you rush to deposit a great amount of money in it
to save it from ruin? No, not one cent more will you deposit
there, once it’s been said that the bank is going to close. You
won’t deposit anything, for you can’t expect anything from it.
(Mathew 6:19-21)
The world is under a pronouncement of closure. The world,
as we know it, has no future. If we are going after the things
of this world, we have placed ourselves under God’s judgment.
Isn’t the whole world under judgment?
(1 Peter 4:5, James 4:4; John 2:5-16)

4. WE BELONG TO GOD
Jesus’ prayer for us was that God would protect us from the
world.
(John 17:14-15) We belong to God and not the world (1
John 5:19), that’s why friendship with the world is enmity with
God. To love the world means to reject God. Every time we sympathize with something from the world, we immediately place
ourselves under the dominion of the one who controls the
world, and we discard God’s protection.
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John 14:30-31. How was it possible that the devil could
not have power over Jesus, if Jesus was a man just like us, living
under the world’s natural laws? The reason was that Jesus loved
the Father and did everything God commanded.

5. CONCLUSION
How different would Lot’s destiny have been if he would
have stayed with Abraham! Just like Lot, we also have to choose
whom we love, and with whom we truly want to live. Many want
to convince themselves that they can keep going indefinitely,
without making a decision, but the Lord said very clearly that
“No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and
love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other.
Ye cannot serve God and mammon” (Mathew 6:24).
We live in the world, but can’t make a future in it. The cross
has destroyed every hope that we had in this world. The cross
of our LORD Jesus has definitely ruined our perspectives of the
world. There is nothing in the world for which to live. Love for
the world and its things only bring sadness and ruin, but loving
God and His coming will secure us a crown, and also eternal life
with Jesus.
See 1 John 5:17 and 2 Timothy 4:8.
Examine your heart and ask yourself.
1. whom do I love?
2. Do I still love the things of the world?
3. What do you plan to do to change that?
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LESSON 20

What Purpose
does your Life
Have?
Icebreaker: What idea does the word “seed” suggest?
1. INTRODUCTION
Let us read John 12.20-26. A fundamental question we,
as Christians, should ask ourselves is: what are we making of
our lives? What of eternal value will remain from our walk in
this world, when we are no longer here? With what purpose
are we living?
We can answer, based on the Scriptures that the central
purpose of our life is to bear fruit for the glory of God, and that
everything else is secondary. Let us consider some truths that
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arise from the passage that was read, which help us know what
does bearing fruit consist of and how it is possible to do so.

2. DISPLAYING JESUS (v. 21)
The passage describes the following scene: The Lord Jesus
shows up with His disciples to a religious celebration, where
certain Greeks have also attended. Beyond whether it had to
do with Jews of Greek origin or directly with Greek Gentiles
who had abandoned their polytheistic and pagan cult and recognized the One True God, the God of Israel, the truth is that
these Greeks represent people in general, those in the world
who are in a sincere search for God. They represent the nations
that were promised to the Son of God before the world existed
(Psalms 2).
These Greeks draw near with a plea, with a clamor: they
want to “see Jesus.” How appropriate it is that, as a people of
God, we understand our reason for existing: our ability to bear
fruit will be measured by how much of the character of Christ
people are able to see in us! Our own personal character cannot
bear permanent spiritual fruit.
The postmodern world of today, skeptic of religion and at
the same time open to all alternatives: New Age, the occult,
etc., can never be convinced by our arguments. We must, as
the people of God, reveal Christ and His power; Christ and His
character.
The world does not want to hear of the love of God, but
they do expect to see it manifested among us and extended to
the world in general. The Greeks of the Biblical example cried
out to see Jesus, for they perceived that He did not represent
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the religious system, institutional religion, nor the babblings of
the scribes and the Pharisees, but rather that He spoke with authority, worked miracles, and seemed committed to God to the
point of giving His live.
Can your family, your neighbors, and your co-workers see
Christ in your life? We cannot bear fruit until the life of Christ
is incarnated in us. We will not bear fruit by simply speaking.
What we preach needs to be incarnated in us. The Greeks of the
Biblical example could tell that This Man was more than just
words: The Word, The Word of God made flesh (John 1.14). At
this point we must ask ourselves: what do we need to do so that
the life of Christ can be incarnated in us? The answer is simple
and tremendous at the same time...

3. DYING IN ORDER TO LIVE (v. 24)
Christ explains the nature of His mission. He announces:
“The hour has come that the Son of Man be glorified.” What He
next affirms applies primarily to Him (He is the Redeemer who
died so that we might obtain life) but, by extension it applies, in
its other aspects, to us, His followers: “Except a corn of wheat fall
into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth
forth much fruit.”
What does it mean to die? What does the picture of the grain
of wheat falling to the ground and dying mean to us? Every
time that my will crosses and opposes the revealed will of God
and I choose to obey God, although in my flesh it is unpleasant,
it hurts me or harms me, the grain of wheat falls to the ground
and dies. It is death to personal interests, to the prestige of this
world, to one’s own plans and projects. It is power to confess
with the Apostle Paul: “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me” (Galatians 2:20).
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The Lord Jesus shows us His own example. If the grain
doesn’t fall to the ground, it is preserved; it will always be
identifiable. It will be a grain today and for a long time, but
only one. Seeds have been found in archeological excavations, for example, in the Egyptian pyramids. Those seeds,
after thousands of years have not lost their individuality, but
neither have they have produced anything. Selfishness in
one’s spiritual life is the great obstacle that prevents the grain
from breaking. Without cracking, without brokenness, there
will be no fruit. When a grain falls to the ground, it starts to
disintegrate, it looses its individuality. In a sense, that grain
will lose itself, but after some years it will have created thousands upon thousands of seeds.
Christ, in the Last Supper, before being delivered: “took
bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying,
‘this is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of
me’” (Luke 22.19). Remembering the Lord is not only partaking
of the supper, but also breaking our selfishness and the giving
of us sacrificially for our brothers. From Abraham forward, hearing the call of God and obeying it implies going forth without
knowing where one is going, stripping of and setting aside
one’s own life project. It is the decision for our “I” to die so that
Christ can live in us.

4. THE CONVERSION OF OUR VALUES (v. 25)
Incarnating the life of Christ in us speaks of a conversion
that doesn’t limit itself to what we believe doctrinally, but rather
of one that revolutionizes and transforms our essential way of
living, our values. Loving the lifestyle of this world and following Christ becomes incompatible. What are your priorities in
life? The answer to that question answers exactly the question
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of whether you love the lifestyle of this world or you hate it for
Christ’s sake. Better said, whether you have died or you haven’t,
so that the life of Christ becomes incarnated in yours; whether
the grain of wheat has fallen to the ground or has remained
intact and sterile. The abundant life consists in Christ living in
us and with us! (John 10.10) Everything else will only result in
emptiness, vanity, and death.
What will become of you at the end of your life, when the
final account is taken? The only thing that will remain at that
point will be the fruit that you were able to bear in the power of
the Holy Spirit, for the glory of God. In John 17, when the cross
was imminent, the Lord Christ rejoiced, not in the miracles, not
in the teaching in of itself (those were the means, but not the
end) but rather in lives that were saved, formed and led. That is
to say, in the fruit.
The life of those who recognize us as a spiritual authority
(our physical and/or spiritual children) are our treasure and objective. Our assignment is cooperating with the work of the Holy
Spirit for their development and formation: they will constitute
our fruit. It is an assignment with individual responsibilities but
involves the whole church and can only be accomplished within its bosom.

5. HE WHO BEARS FRUIT WILL RECEIVE
HONOR FROM THE FATHER (v. 26)
Bearing fruit is at the center of God’s will for us. Someone
said: “life is like a coin; we can spend it as we wish, but we can
only spend it once.” Our work and word will be judged in the
light of the fruit they bore.
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When the church has passed, when we are no longer in
this world, when this world also has passed away, what else will
matter? The Father will honor those who bore fruit. The rest,
prestige and human opinion, will cease to exist. The world and
its desires will have passed away, but he who has done the will
of God will continue to be with Him forever.

6. CONCLUSION
Once again, the main purpose of our life is to bear fruit for
the glory of God. Everything else is secondary. May God help us
invest our life, “loosing” it in respect to the world’s opinion, in
such a way that we might be the grain of wheat that falls to the
ground and dies and thus bear much fruit! Amen.
What are you willing to do so that your life may achieve the
eternal purpose that God expects for it to have?
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LESSON 21

How do you
Run
your Race?
Icebreaker:
What is the first thing that comes to mind when you hear
the word “marathon”?
Hebrews 12.1, 2: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight and
the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with patience the
race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and
finisher of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the
throne of God.”
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1. INTRODUCTION
The book of Hebrews is addressed to the militant church.
Actually, it is not a letter, but a sermon of exhortation. The
church had already run for a few years and was now suffering
imperial persecution. The situation became more difficult each
day and many believers were in serious danger.
But the real danger was not in being tortured to death, but
in walking away from the Gospel and from salvation. Hebrews
is written to our first century brothers whose hearts were being
intimidated, falling into disbelief, walking away from the living
God and not entering into the promised rest. “Any resemblance
of this story to reality is purely coincidental.”

2. PERSEVERANCE
Greco-Roman culture gave rise to the theaters and stadiums found today worldwide. The marathon also started there.
The origin of the marathon is based on the deed of the Greek
soldier Pheidippides, who in 490 BC died of fatigue after running about 40 km from Marathon to Athens, to announce the
Roman victory over the Persian army. In honor of Pheidippides’
feat, a competition was created with the name “Marathon”,
which was included in the 1896 games in Athens.
In these first Olympic Games, the great hero was the winner
of the marathon, a Greek pastor named Spiridon Louis. Before
the start of the race, Louis spent two days in prayer and fasting, and at the end, he went into seclusion because he accomplished the goal. This victory made him a rich man: a butcher
offered him meat for life and a cobbler to make him shoes.
Brother Spiridon died without lack anything.
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Our Christian life is compared to this race; not with that of a
sprint, where all that matters is winning, but with the long distance race, where what counts is to reach the goal. This life is a
race of endurance, patience, perseverance, determination and
courage. It has no single hero, but many. Its heroes are all those
who endure to the end.
(Matthew 10.22)

3. THE CLOUD OF WITNESSES
At home study all of Hebrews chapter 11.
The heroes of faith mentioned there are people in the Old
Testament that were faithful to God. These men and women accomplished their goal, and are now at rest, in God’s paradise.
The “great cloud of witnesses” in Hebrews 12:1 refers to
them, the people who are already in the stands of the stadium
where the marathon ends. Each one reached the goal and now
sits as a spectator in the amphitheater, expecting those who
are still to come. They are expecting their prize at the stadium,
but cannot receive it until everyone has arrived.
God says that these heroes are more than mere spectators
of ours; they are witness. One runs with patience until he arrives, very tired, but looks up and sees them, resting now. All
are there; the pioneers of our church, the brothers who went
to be with Christ. They are in the stands as witnesses that we
can withstand the trials and difficulties until we arrive. That it is
worth running; that the real prize awaits us at the finish line
(Hebrews 6.11).
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4. THE AUTHOR AND FINISHER OF THE FAITH
However, the Word does not say that we should put our
eyes on the witnesses, but on Jesus, the author and finisher of
our faith. He is the true goal. He made a way. He consummated
or perfected faith. Jesus is the leader of this race, the one who
crossed first and now awaits us at the finish line.
“Looking” is a phrase translated from a single Greek word
aphorao, consisting of apo, “away from” and horao, “see.” The
word itself means “undivided attention”, or look away from all
distractions in order to see an object. Aphorao, in Hebrews
12:2, tells us to fix our eyes on Jesus and not on another. It tells
us that the one running should not look at other competitors,
but must keep his eyes on Jesus.

5. CONCLUSION
Our Lord endured the cross, despising the shame because
he could set his sights beyond all his torment. He had his eyes
on the joy that the Father had set before Him. If we are to
achieve that joy, we must lay aside every weight, because that
weight slows us down in our race. We must also lay aside all sin,
because sin makes us stumble and fall, hindering our progress.
1. Are you running the race?
2. How are you doing?
3. Could weight or sin be hindering your progress?
4. What steps will you take to lay them aside?
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LESSON 22

Coming out of
the Wilderness
Victoriously

Icebreaker:
Were you ever left stranded on a road? Share your experience.
Deuteronomy1.6: “…Ye have dwelt long enough in this
mount.”

1. INTRODUCTION
God delivered the children of Israel out of Egypt to take
them from slavery to liberty, and from liberty to prosperity, but
they made the process torturous. It took Israel forty years to
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complete a journey that should’ve taken only eleven days. The
delay was caused by a poor mindset.
Let us explore some characteristics of that mistaken way of
thinking.

2. ISRAEL LIVED WITHOUT VISION, SEEING
WHAT WAS LEFT BEHIND
The lack of vision is the result of a lack of faith, and the lack
of faith always leads to disobedience. Numberss 14.2, 4: “And
all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the whole congregation said unto them, Would God that
we had died in the land of Egypt! or would God we had died in this
wilderness! 4 And they said one to another, Let us make a captain,
and let us return into Egypt.”

3. “I WANT OTHERS TO DO IT FOR ME;
I WON’T BE HELD RESPONSIBLE”
Israel wanted rights and privileges, but without having to
make an effort. When they left Egypt, God told them: “this commandment which I command thee this day, it is not hidden from
thee, neither is it far off…that thou shouldest say, ‘Who shall go up
for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do
it? Who shall go over the sea for us, and bring it unto us, that we
may hear it, and do it?’” Deuteronomy 30.11-13
Why would God speak to them in such manner? Because
He knew their poor mindset! Israel still didn’t have the habit of
commitment; they still had a slave’s mentality.
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4. “OH, HOW DIFFICULT! I CAN’T TAKE THIS!”
Israel always became discouraged with trials. Numbers
21.4: “And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red
sea, to compass the land of Edom: and the soul of the people was
much discouraged because of the way.” Let us read Psalms 42
and 143. They teach us how to confront discouragement.

5. MURMURS AND COMPLAINTS
Numbers 21.5-6: “And the people spake against God, and
against Moses…And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died.” Our
attitude should be one that glorifies God during the trial, not
one of continuously complaining, as many are accustomed doing. Complaining is dangerous… and useless. Spurgeon said:
“If there is a remedy, why complain? And if there is no remedy,
why complain?
1 Peter 4.12-13: “Beloved, think it not strange concerning the
fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you: 13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of
Christ’s sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be
glad also with exceeding joy.”

6. “I DESERVE EVERYTHING NOW. I DON’T
WANT TO WAIT!”
The Word says that we suffer trials because they produce
patience (James 1.3). Impatient people are very unpleasant!
This is because impatience goes hand in hand with pride. He
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who is incapable of waiting, evidently holds a very exalted concept of himself, and believes he is deserving of many things. But
1 Peter 5.6 says: “Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty
hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time.”

7. “IT’S NOT MY FAULT”
Since Adam and Eve until today, man blames others for his
own mistakes. Numbers 21.5: “And the people spake against
God, and against Moses, ‘Wherefore have ye brought us up out of
Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there
any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread.’”
Israel always blamed Mose. Blaming others for our problems
prevents us from addressing the real root of the issue, which is
sin. David said: “For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin
is ever before me.” Psalms 51.3

8. “POOR ME, I SUFFER SO MUCH!”
Self-pity was another one of Israel’s errors. Such attitude is a
form of idolatry. Deuteronomy 1.45: “Ye returned and wept before the LORD; but the LORD would not hearken to your voice, nor
give ear unto you.” God closes His heart in the face of self-pity.
He hopes expects us to serve Him with joy and gratitude.

9. ENVY, JEALOUSY, AND COMPARISIONS
WITH OTHERS
Numbers 12.2: “And they said, Hath the LORD indeed spoken
only by Moses? hath he not spoken also by us? And the LORD heard
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it.” Jealousy is a pathway that leads to destruction. Proverbs
14.30: “A sound heart is the life of the flesh: but envy the rottenness of the bones.” Envy leads to serious mistakes. Acts 7.9: “…
moved with envy, sold Joseph into Egypt: but God was with him.”
It is not wise to envy, or to compare oneself with others.
Every time we play this game we will end up loosing, for there
will always be better people than us. Let us firmly believe that
God made us special and with a unique purpose. Jesus has “set
the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased
him.” 1 Corinthians 12.18

10. STUBBORNESS AND REBELLION
Some seem to live in a constant state of rebellion and always saying: “If it is not done the way I say, then let it not be
done at all.” King Saul is a classic example of this. How can we
get rid of rebellion? Fearing God and obeying His Word. Ecclesiastes 12.13: “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:
Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty
of man.”

11. “I’M THE LEAST OF MY BRETHREN”
Israel lived in shame throughout their pilgrimage through
the dessert, always concerned about what the other nations
would say. But at the end, God took away the shame they had
carried for four centuries. Joshua 5.9-10: “And the LORD said
unto Joshua, This day have I rolled away the reproach of Egypt
from off you. Wherefore the name of the place is called Gilgal
unto this day. 10 And the children of Israel encamped in Gilgal,
and kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the month at even
in the plains of Jericho.”
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus

Me and My House Will Serve the Lord.indd 114

6/19/13 1:15:14 PM

The Strategy of Jesus To Day

115

12. CONCLUSION
There is a definite risk of some brothers choosing to live in
the wilderness. But, is the wilderness a good place to live? Of
course not. This is why it is insufficient to have left Egypt; we
also need to change our mindset.
The liberty God has given us can fail if with it we do not
acquire the identity of a “holy nation, His own special people” (1
Peter 2.9). Just as God did with Israel, He wants to do with us.
His will is that we would enjoy blessings in life as He guides us
to our Promised Land.
1. Are you passing through the wilderness or have you
chosen to live there?
2. Which areas of your mindset do you believe need to be
changed so that you can get out of the wilderness victoriously?
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LESSON 23

From
Defeated to
an Overcomer

Icebreaker:
Are victory or failure the result of chance?
Joshua 7.2-5:
“And Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is beside Bethaven, on the east side of Bethel, and spake unto them, saying, Go
up and view the country. And the men went up and viewed Ai. 3
And they returned to Joshua, and said unto him, Let not all the
people go up; but let about two or three thousand men go up and
smite Ai; and make not all the people to labor thither; for they are
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but few. 4 So there went up thither of the people about three thousand men: and they fled before the men of Ai. 5 And the men of
Ai smote of them about thirty and six men: for they chased them
from before the gate even unto Shebarim, and smote them in the
going down: wherefore the hearts of the people melted, and became as water.

1. INTRODUCTION
Why did Israel loose the battle in Ai? What similarities do we
find between that occurrence and our Christian life? What happens with our Friendship Group when we are not reaching our
desired goals? What does God expect us to do in this case?
If someone is living in defeat, the principles we will study
today will certainly help him get out of that sad situation and
help him become an overcomer.

2. UNLEARNED LESSONS
God had given His people Israel a great victory in Jericho.
Read Joshua 6 at home. However, as impressive as it might
have been, Israel was not able to learn her lessons, through
which they would have been able to avoid the defeat they later
suffered in Ai.
What happened in Jericho had been a gift from God; something unmerited. Surely that is why they did not appreciate
what they had received, and thus rapidly changed their victory into defeat. Today, the same thing happens to us: we easily
forget the principles which lead us to victory, and that is why
obstacles arise before us, which prevent us from obtaining the
victories that God wants to give us.
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Let us learn five principles and let us put them into practice; let us stop being defeated and become overcomers, in the
powerful name of Jesus.

3. LET US TOTALLY RELY ON THE POWER
OF GOD
This is the first principle. In Jericho the people of Israel
trusted in the Lord in order to overcome the enemy. In Ai they
trusted in their own strength, and they were put to shame. In
whom do we trust? We need to trust 100% in God! Just as the
Apostol Paul did: “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me” (Philippians 4.13). See Psalms 29.11.

4. LET US ALWAYS TRUST IN GOD’S
WISDOM
The people of Israel thought that, because God had told
them they would “inherit the land,” that they could do it their
own way. (Exodus 23.26-30) Here, God tells Israel that He
would give them the land a little at a time. But they hurried and
did things their way, laying aside God’s guidance, causing their
own defeat.
Like them, we also, if we launch out to do something without God’s complete guidance, trusting in our own wisdom instead of His wisdom, will end up in a state panic and shame.
Here is the second principle to becoming overcomers. Proverbs 3.5: “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto
thine own understanding.”
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In other words, after knowing what God wants us to do,
let us make sure we know three other things: how, when, and
where He says to do it. In Psalms 40.1-4 king David confirms
that our duty is to wait on God.

5. LET US ALWAYS TRUST IN GOD’S JUSTICE
AND SANCTIFICATION
Before going to fight at Jericho, the people were sanctified (Joshua 3.5), but going against Ai, they forgot to do so.
They were negligent in their preparation and believed that everything would be fine. But Scripture shows us that they had
sinned, for a man named Achan had disobeyed God’s commandment: “But the children of Israel committed a trespass in the
accursed thing: for Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the
son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of the accursed thing: and
the anger of the Lord was kindled against the children of Israel”
(Joshua 7.1).
The third principle that we obtain from this story is that
God’s wrath comes as a result of the injustice we tolerate, or the
sin we conceal. Let us be very careful to not have any sin in our
heart that keeps God from fighting for us. God never will fight
for the disobedient. Can He approve of him who conceals sin?
No way! Our God is holy!

6. LET US ALWAYS GIVE GOD OUR BEST
In Ai the Israelites underestimated the enemy’s strength.
They fought the battle with a mediocre attitude; with minimal
effort. From this mistake we get the fourth principle: We need
to always give our best.
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Ecclesiastes 9.10: “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do
it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge,
nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.” This means that
life is only lived once and that the best way to take advantage
of our brief stay here on Earth is to do all things with excellence. Paul asks that we do all things heartily, as unto the Lord
(Colossians 3.23).

7. LET US GIVE GOD ALL THE GLORY
The Israelites did not show a humble attitude about what
God had granted them in Jericho. They felt proud of what “they
had accomplished.” They wanted to take the credit, or receive
the glory. God says in Isaiah 42.8: “I am the Lord: that is my
name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my praise to
graven images.” In Ai the people of Israel did not give God the
glory, and from this comes the fifth principle: let us never forget
that God is willing to give us the victory, so long as we give Him
all the glory.
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8. CONCLUSION
In Joshua 7.6-9 we find a humbled Joshua, directing his plea
unto the Lord. In verses 10 through 15, the Lord shows Joshua
that there is hidden sin among them. And in Joshua 8.1-2 the
Lord finally tells him how, when, and where to defeat Ai.
Romans 15.4 says, “That which is written in the Old Testament serves to teach us.” Let us understand today the purpose
of the lessons from Jericho and Ai. We really can learn to wait
on the Lord until He wills to guide us in the right direction, unto
spiritual victory.
Read Psalms 27.1-6 and answer:
1. How can you change from being defeated to an
overcomer?
2. What steps will you take this week toward that direction?
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LESSON 24

The Coward
who became

Courageous
Icebreaker:
Is hiding, cowardly or just a defense mechanism?

1. INTRODUCTION
Judges 6.1–24. Gideon was one of the main judges in Israel.
Although in the beginning he faltered in his faith, he later became a man of valor, who dared to trust in the Word of God. Understanding that Gideon was a farmer, not a trained warrior, we
can see how marvelous God’s work can be in someone. Today
we will trace the career of this servant of God and we will learn
how a coward can be converted into a courageous person.
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus

Me and My House Will Serve the Lord.indd 122

6/19/13 1:15:15 PM

The Strategy of Jesus To Day

123

2. GIDEON, THE COWARD
a. Seven years of servitude under the Midianites led Israel
to their lowest point. Instead of “riding on the heights”
(Deuteronomy 32.13) they hid in caves! The Israelites
weren’t even permitted to reap their own grain, which
explains why we find Gideon hidden in the winepress.
The prophet of God reminds the people of their unbelief and their sin, then the Angel of the Lord visited
Gideon to prepare him for his victory. Remember that
God had temporarily stopped dealing with the people
as a whole, and now He only worked through chosen
individuals (Judges 2.18).
b. When the Angel called Gideon a “mighty man of valor”
(Judges 6.12), it seemed as though He was mocking
him. However, God was only indicating beforehand
what Gideon, by faith, would become. This brings to
mind Christ’s words to a disciple: “You are Simon the
son of Jonah. You shall be called Cephas” (John 1.42).
Gideon’s unbelief, the main reason for his cowardice,
was hidden in his questions to God (Judges 6.13) and
in the fact that he asked Him for a sign (v. 17). This,
without a doubt, is not the language of faith.
c.

Gideon couldn’t understand how God could use a
poor farm worker like him to deliver the nation. But
God would confront his unbelief with a series of promises: “Jehovah is with you;” “you will save Israel;” “haven’t
I sent you?” And because faith comes by hearing, and
hearing of the Word of God (Romans 10.17,) faith was
developed in Gideon from that moment on. Peace accompanied his faith: “Jehovah-shalom” or “the Lord is
peace”, as well as worshipping at an altar (vv. 23–24).
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3. GIDEON THE CHALLENGER
a. Joshua 6.25–32. One thing is to find God in the secret
place of a winepress, but it is quite another to rise up
publicly for the Lord. That same night God tested Gideon’s devotion by asking him to tear down is father’s
idolatrous altar he had erected to Baal and to build an
altar for Jehovah (v. 25). Furthermore, he had to sacrifice his father’s bull (probably reserved for Baal) on the
new altar (v. 26).
b. The Christian testimony begins at home. Gideon
obeyed the Lord, but he demonstrated unbelief and
fear by doing it by night (v. 27) and asking another ten
men to help him. We can only imagine the neighborhood’s anger when the next morning they discovered
that the altar had been destroyed! Did they kill Gideon?
No! Rather, Gideon became a leader, capable of gathering the army and preparing them to fight (v. 32). God
never uses a “holy secret” to win great battles. We must
come out publicly and assume our position, and do
whatever it takes. We must learn to decidedly confront
our adversary’s challenges.

4. GIDEON THE CONQUEROR
a. Gideon conquered his fears (Judges 6.33–40). Even
with an army of thirty-two thousand at his side, Gideon
still doubted he’d be victorious. God grants so much
grace as He ministers to His feeble saints! Gideon “laid
out his fleece” twice and God answered both times.
However, it is wrong to trust in circumstances to guide
us, instead of trusting the clear Word of God.
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b. Gideon was not the only one who was fearful; twentytwo thousand soldiers were also afraid, and retreated
(Judges 7.1–3). See Deuteronomy 20.8. However,
God didn’t need the remaining ten thousand, so He
tested them and sent the majority back. The three hundred who drank water using their hands (Judges 7.6)
assumed a better position in case they had to confront
and fight the enemy if attacked suddenly.
c.

The night of the battle God saw that there was still fear
in the heart of Gideon (Judges 7.9–14), so in His grace,
He gave him another special sign to assure him that
he would win the battle: the dream of barley bread,
which represented Gideon himself, for barley was the
poorest of foods. God was going to use this poor and
ordinary farm worker to obtain a great victory for his
people!

d. The Spirit of God was now upon Gideon (Judges 6.34),
who ultimately conquered his enemies (Judges 7.15–
25). Note how Gideon now quotes the promises of God
of victory to the people (v. 15). He now trusted fully in
the Word of God. Victory was obtained by the power
of God, because the weapons the three hundred used
were useless in battle. See Zechariah 4.6 and 1 Corinthians 1.26–31.
e. The breaking of the pitchers, taking up torches, and
the sounding trumpets also have great spiritual significance. Like pitchers, we need to break and surrender
to God for Him to use us (2 Timothy 2.21), we must let
our light shine (Matthew 5.16), and we must proclaim a
clear testimony of Jesus (1 Thessalonians 1.8).
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5. CONCLUSION
How did the coward Gideon become courageous? Gideon’s
victory steps are not difficult to trace: Gideon had a calling to
which he should respond, promises in which to believe, an altar
he had to build, a lamp to hold and allow to shine, and a trumpet to sound. After doing all this, God gave Him the victory!
What steps will you take this week to achieve victory in
your life?
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LESSON 25

The Battle
of

The Mind
Icebreaker: Say what you think about the expression

“internal conflict.”
Psalms 42.

1. INTRODUCTION
We are all born with a defined temperament. Our temperament influences our character, our way of thinking, and our decisions. Some have a sanguine temperament; others a choleric;
others a phlegmatic; and others a melancholic (to better understand this subject, read one of the books on this subject written
by Dr. Tim Lahaye).
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But even with all the differences there could possibly be
among us, we are more similar than we could imagine. We all
have in common a mind capable of thinking day and night, of
producing intelligent and brilliant thoughts, or dark and negative thoughts. This is a problem even for the sanguine—the
most extroverted—who now and then also have melancholic
thoughts. We will call this “the battle of the mind”.

2. BATTLING AGAINST OUR MIND
There is a truth that we all need to understand: we don’t
have to resign ourselves to accept any thought that is produced
in our mind. Our reasoning can and should be controlled. This
is necessary because it is contaminated by sin. Paul wrote: “but
I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war
against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law
of sin at work within my members” (Romans 7.23 NIV).
The Bible says that our heart is basically wicked and deceitful (Jeremiah 17.9). Therefore, all of us who are in this meeting
need to fight against the attacks of our mind, and change our
natural way of thinking negatively. We need to exchange our
thoughts of anguish and depression for positive thoughts. We
can all win the battle of the mind!

3. GOD WANTS TO HELP US TRUIMPH
We Christians have an enemy desiring to undermine the
work that God is doing in our lives. Even the strongest man or
woman can end up exhausted, overwhelmed, burdened, desperate, or tangled in things that keep him or her far away from
the joy God has for him or her. A thought can hit us suddenly,
such as: “I’m not worth anything,” “I am not able,” “I am going to
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fail”. And the strange thing is that such thoughts are hardly ever
founded upon truth, because they tend to come even when we
are in the midst of great blessings and victories.
David fought this battle. He knew that his mind tried to
trick him with nostalgia and melancholy. Then he would enter
into a discussion with his reasoning: “Why art thou cast down,
O my soul? and why art thou disquieted in me? In other words:
“Why should I be troubled? Why should I be anguished?” And he
answers himself: “Hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him for
the help of his countenance. He is my Savior and my God.”
David discovered that he was not alone in that battle, but
that God was interested in helping him control his old memories. The same is true for us; God wants to help us triumph (2
Corinthians 10.3-5). In this war, our thoughts are the ones that
should submit, not us.
To sum it all up, either we control our mind, or bitterness
will, along with anger, fear, desperation, lust, and many other
things that our mind tries to impose upon us. Philippians 4.8:
“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things
are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good
report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on
these things.” Amen.
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4. THE WEAPONS THAT TEAR DOWN
REASONING
The two most powerful weapons against the lies our mind
produces are: the Word of God and Praise. “For the word of God
is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges
the thoughts and attitudes of the heart” (Hebrews 4.12 NIV).
When you speak the Word of God you can reveal wrong
thinking and make it lose its power. You can declare it for yourself or for someone else. Positive results will appear immediately. You can also declare the Word while you pray and ask God
to give you a healthy mind, a mind with self-control, at all times
and in all situations.
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests
to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus”
(Philippians 4.6-7 NIV).
Praise is another powerful weapon against reason, because
God’s presence comes to dwell with us when we praise Him:
“But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises (Psalms
22.3) and in His presence we find healing and transformation
for our lives: “Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is
fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore”
(Psalms 16.11).
If we offer up praises unto God, we will have greater mental
health, and we will be able to decide more clearly about what
we allow and don’t allow into our mind. “For God hath not given
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us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind”
(2 Timothy 1.7). “Love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength”
(Mark 12.30).

5. CONCLUSION
Ephesians 6.10-11 NIV: “Finally, be strong in the Lord
and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God so
that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.” Let’s
not accept as true everything we think. Instead, let us allow
for God’s thoughts to fill our mind: “But we have the mind of
Christ” (1 Corinthians 2.16).
Let us pray that each would receive the mind of Christ, and
that all our imaginations would be held captive under God’s
control. Only then will we be able to win the battle of the mind.
Who doesn’t need this?
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LESSON 26

The power

of the Word
of God
Icebreaker:
Have you ever seen a sword or held one in your hand?
Matthew 4:1-11

1. INTRODUCTION
We Christians have an enemy: the devil, the prince of this
world, who constantly fights against the children of God, in the
battlefield of the mind. The same way he tried to do with Jesus,
the main strategy of the evil one is to seduce us with the things
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of this world. He attacks us in three areas of our being: the desires of the flesh (verse 3), the desires of our eyes (verse 6) and
the pride of life (verse 9). See 1 John 2:16-17.
In the face of the enemy, Jesus remained victorious, in all aspects. On the other hand, we fall many times in his old traps. But,
be encouraged, for Jesus said that He “has overcome the world”
and we are “more than conquerors”. How is this possible?

2. THE WORD OF GOD IS POWERFUL
Ephesians 6:17: “Take the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God”. 2 Corinthians 10:4: “For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down
of strong holds”. Hebrews 4:12-13: “For the word of God is quick
and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing
even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all
things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we
have to do.”
What human governments dictate as law, requires a control
device that ensures its application: for example, police control
or military control. But the kingdom of God does not need anything other than its own Law. The Word, in itself, is the control.
The Spirit of God is manifested in it. For this reason, when someone speaks the Word of God, there are amazing results.
2 Corinthians 3:6: “For the letter killeth, but the spirit (the
Word) giveth life.” Isaiah 55:11: “So shall my word be that goeth
forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing
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whereto I sent it.” Matthew 18:18: “Verily I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth, shall be loosed in heaven.”
From the prior Scriptures, we will extract two principles that
will help us to use thoroughly the power of the Word of God in
our lives.

3. WE SHOULD KNOW THE WORD OF GOD
WELL
This principle shows us that to have the victory, we cannot
fight using our own ideas and reasoning. We can only defend
ourselves from the attacks of the evil one, and overcome him,
using our knowledge of the Word of God.
Jesus gained victory over temptation in the wilderness by
using the Word of God as a defensive weapon. He did not use
His earthly knowledge, which He also undoubtedly possessed,
or His thirty years of experience as a man. He gave appropriate and precise answers in that moment because He knew the
Scriptures very well. He said to the enemy, “It is written”, “It is also
written” and again, “It is written”. And in each case He recited
Scriptures from the Old Testament.
John 5:39:
“Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life:
and they are they that testify of me.” Jesus was saying that He is
the center of the Word, and that from his Word proceeds life. John
6:63: “It is the spirit that quickened; the flesh profited nothing: the
words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.”
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4. WE SHOULD WALK IN HOLINESS
The second principle to obtain victory over the enemy is to
live in holiness. Jesus, in His humanity, lived subject to the Word
of God. He lived in absolute obedience to the Father, and that
granted him the spiritual authority necessary to use the Word
effectively against the devil. John 6:38: “For I came down from
heaven, not to do my own will, but the will of him who sent me.” See
also John 14:10.
To know the Word of God allows us to know God Himself.
God cannot be known without knowing His Word. Nevertheless,
there are many people who know the Bible and do not obey it.
These people really do not know God, for whoever knows God,
identifies with Him. He will think, speak, act and look like Him.
And that is holiness.
Can we use the Word of God in the same manner as Jesus
did? Yes, but with the condition that we be pure, clean and obedient in all that the Word of God teaches us. 1 Peter 1:14-16: “As
obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance. But as he which hath called you is holy,
so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; because it is written, be
ye holy; for I am holy.”
This is the only accurate way to use the Word of God: in holiness. If you would try to speak it or preach it without sanctifying
yourself, it would be like trying to take up a sword that has no
handle or handgrip. You would have to take it by its blade… and
that means that you would painfully cut your hand.
He who is not willing to sanctify himself first, should not even
try to speak the Word of God, because the reprimand would not
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be meted out in the expected directed, but directly opposite,
and he himself will be hurt. This is what happened with some
very naïve boys in Ephesus. (Acts 19:13-16)

5. CONCLUSION
To overcome our enemy, we have to fight, not with our own
concepts, but with the Word of God, depending primarily on
God’s approval, His backing and the fullness of His Holy Spirit.
Matthew 10:19-20: “Take no thought how or what ye shall speak:
for it shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall speak. For it
is not ye that speak, but the Spirit of your Father which speaketh in
you.” See Luke 24:49 and John 14:26.
We fight a battle without a headquarters, apparently at a
disadvantage. But if we correctly wield the Sword of the Lord,
God will certainly give us the victory over our enemy. Amen.
What are you thinking of doing to grow more in the knowledge
of the Word of God and in holiness?
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LESSON 27

The three
Secrets of a

Victorious
Faith
Icebreaker:

What would you say is one of your major fears?
Luke 8.22-25 (NKJV) Now it happened, on a certain day,
that He got into a boat with His disciples. And He said to them, “Let
us cross over to the other side of the lake.” And they launched out.
23 But as they sailed He fell asleep. And a windstorm came down
on the lake, and they were filling with water, and were in jeopardy.
24 And they came to Him and awoke Him, saying, “Master, Master,
we are perishing!” Then He arose and rebuked the wind and the
raging of the water. And they ceased, and there was a calm. 25 But
He said to them, “Where is your faith?” And they were afraid, and
marveled, saying to one another, “Who can this be? For He commands even the winds and water, and they obey Him!”
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1. INTRODUCTION
In everything pertaining to God, faith is the key to achieving the victory. Unless we believe and act upon what we believe, we cannot expect for God to work in our lives.
The Lord asked his disciples: “Where is your faith?” Through
this question the Lord is saying something similar to us: “If you
would use your faith, you wouldn’t be afraid.” If we are going to
be victorious Christians, we have to learn to use the faith that
He has given us. How much faith do we really have and how are
we using it?

2. THE THREE SECRETS TO A VICTORIOUS
FAITH
On a certain occasion, Jesus called His disciples, “Men of little
faith!” (Luke 12.28) On another occasion, when they asked him
why they could not cast out a demon, He answered, “because
of your unbelief” (Matthew 17.19-20). Here, unbelief does not
mean that there is no faith, but points rather to a deactivated
faith. It is important to learn how to activate our faith.
In Matthew 17.20 and Luke 17.6 the Lord described his
disciples’ faith like that of the size of a mustard seed. A tiny
seed, yet it can become a great tree. The Lord’s emphasis is not
so much on the quantity of faith we have but on us beginning
to use what we already have, for great things.
Matthew 17.20 and Luke 17.6 provide us the three secrets
for a victorious faith.
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(1) The seed is only good for one thing: to be planted.
Faith should be planted so that we can profit by it.
How is faith planted? When we release the word or
declare it. Jesus says in Mark 4.26: “The kingdom of
God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground.”
We should make a conscious decision to liberate (release) and plant the seed of faith.
Paul tells us that the spirit of faith works in this manner:
“I believed, and therefore have I spoken” (2 Corinthians 4.13).
And Luke 8.11 says, “The seed is the word of God.” In this verse
the “word” in Greek is “rema”, which means “a declaration of
God”. The seed is already in our heart, but we must “confess
it”. The word confess, in the biblical context, means “to be in
agreement with something or someone”.
When we confess with our lips, we are agreeing with the
Word, the Rema, which God has placed in our hearts; we are
planting His Word. This truth comes from the law of sowing
and reaping. In the Kingdom of God we are governed by
this eternal principle: we gather what we plant. Faith that is
declared or confessed, is the kind of faith that turns into a
victory!
(2) Once the word has been planted, it must be left buried in the ground. In other words, once something
has been believed, it has been established, and we
must not doubt it. We should not continue to worry;
it is not necessary to extract the seed time and again
to see why it has not begun to sprout. Planted faith
“is the substance (confidence, assurance) of the things
hoped for and the evidence (conviction) of the things
not seen” (Hebrews 11.1).
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(3) Problems are servants under the lordship of our words
of faith. In Luke 17.5-6 Jesus teaches us that our words
of faith turn the problems into our servants: “If ye had
faith…you might say… and it should obey you”. We
need to put our faith to work. Plant it and tell the obstacles: “Step aside!”

3. CONCLUSION
For a victorious life in Christ, we must use the victorious
faith like the seed, speaking it
(planting it) and letting it grow. Our words, spoken full of
faith, will make the waves of adverse circumstances cease, and
will bring a calm to a raging sea of life’s difficulties. Let us use
our faith, in the name of Jesus Christ!
1. Are there situations that frighten you?
2. What are you going to do about it? Where is your faith
right now?

Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus

Me and My House Will Serve the Lord.indd 140

6/19/13 1:15:17 PM

The Strategy of Jesus To Day

141

LESSON 28

A Perfect
Arsenal

Icebreaker:
Is training important? Explain why or why not.
Romans 13.11-12:
“And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake
out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed.
12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off
the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.”
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1. INTRODUCTION
The journey of the Church on earth is like an army serving a nation. An army must be faithful to the cause that has
been entrusted to it. It should serve well and always be prepared for battle, keeping their morale at high level. (Song of
Solomon 6.10)
Every army depends on logistics for their needs for food,
transportation, health care…and weapons. Taking advantage
of the latter requires much training, and for the good soldier to
learn to use each one of his weapons.
This lesson is really a summary of the previous ones in the
series. As victorious soldiers of Christ, we have weapons that
He has provided, which can very mightily destroy any enemy
stronghold. Let’s review our battle arsenal...

2. THE BLOOD OF CHRIST
We have the power of the shed blood of Jesus, which allows us the opportunity of forgiveness when we confess, while
causing one of the greatest damages to the enemy’s stronghold. The blood of Christ is like a time bomb placed near a door.
The time comes when the prison cell doors are opened and all
the captives are set free!
Hebrews 9.14: “How much more shall the blood of Christ,
who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to
God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living
God?”
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus

Me and My House Will Serve the Lord.indd 142

6/19/13 1:15:17 PM

The Strategy of Jesus To Day

143

3. THE NAME OF JESUS
The power of the Name that’s above every name allows us
to exercise authority over all the hosts of the enemy. This name
is like a military tank attacking head-on. When invoked by His
saints, no enemy can withstand the name of Jesus. The power
of this name also provides the new birth experience, through
water baptism:
Acts 19.5-6: “…they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost
came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.”

4. THE WORD OF GOD
According to our previous studies, this weapon is a must
in our arsenal. The cutting power of the Word of God is immense. The Bible contains all the strategies of our attack, and
all the information needed to expose the lies of the devil, and
his weaknesses.
Hebrews 4.12 “For the word of God is quick, and powerful,
and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow,
and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.”

5. DISCIPLINE
We have the precise weapon of discipline, whose ammunition is prayer and fasting, which give us the ability to perform
long-range attacks. James 5.16 “Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”
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6. PRAISE
Like a powerful missile, we also have the weapon of praise.
Acts 16.25-26 “And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang
praises unto God: and the prisoners heard them. 26 And suddenly
there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and
every one’s bands were loosed.” See 2 Chronicles 20.21-22.

7. RESTORATION
They say in hospitals: “what does not kill you, makes you
stronger.” Restoration is vital for the healing of any harm suffered in spiritual battle. This ministry of reconciliation, of the
One who turns your mourning into joy, enables the sufferer
to have victory. It also converts that which was once a deadly
wound into an experience that prepares the soldier to be better
and to have a greater capacity to overcome the enemy.
2 Corinthians 5.18-19 “And all things are of God, who hath
reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the
ministry of reconciliation; 19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto
them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.”

8. SANCTIFICATION
Last, but not least, we have the irresistible weapon of
sanctification. There is nothing more powerful than a soldier
of Christ who is established firmly in the battlefield, certain
that he is living the way God desires. The weapon of holiness
disarms the enemy. Living in holiness ensures the promise of
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God’s presence, not only in a heavenly future, but now, in the
midst of any battle. Ephesians 6.14 “Stand therefore, having
your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate
of righteousness.”

9. CONCLUSION
Being a soldier of Jesus Christ is often difficult, however,
we don’t fight alone. We belong to a great army, which is
the Church. This is God’s mighty army; the one He promised
would never be defeated. True, the enemy is tough, but our
Commander is Almighty: “...ye are of God, and have overcome
them: because greater is he that is in you than he that is in the
world” (1 John 4.4).
God has not sent us to war defenseless, without first providing the necessary weapons for our defense and survival. On
the contrary, He has given us what we need, and much more,
for a crushing victory. We are in the position of victory and sit
in heavenly places with Christ, until He has put all his enemies
under his feet. (1 Timothy 6.12-14)
1. Which of the seven spiritual weapons we have reflected
upon do you want to use better?
2. Explain what specific steps you will take to accomplish
that.
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LESSON 29

Conquering
Giants
Icebreaker: What is the first thing that comes to your

mind when you hear the word “threat”?
1 Samuel 17.40-51

1. INTRODUCTION
David was able to defeat Goliath because his life was
pleasing to God. Because he maintained a close communion
with God and walked in holiness, David had God’s support to
conquer any giant. What did David do to live holy and stay
close to God?
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2. DAVID COMMUNICATED EARLY WITH GOD
“My voice shalt Thou hear in the morning, O LORD; in the
morning will I direct my prayer unto Thee and will look up” (Psalm
5.3). David learned to place everything in God’s hands, talking
with Him daily and resting in Him. “They looked unto Him and
were lightened, and their faces were not ashamed” (Psalm 34.5).

3. DAVID RECEIVED EVERY DAY WITH JOY
“This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and
be glad in it” (Psalm 118.24). It does not matter what happens,
God has everything under control. We should learn to rejoice
and to trust in Him.

4. DAVID MEDITATED ON GOD’S PROMISES
THROUGHOUT THE DAY
How can we accomplish this?
a. Treasuring the Word of God in our heart. Psalm 119.11:
“Thy word have I hid in mine heart that I might not sin
against Thee.” When we place the Word in our memory
bank we should be able to go back to it at the opportune time. Jesus defeated Satan through the Word.
Matthew 4.10: “Then said Jesus unto him, ‘Get thee hence, Satan! For it is written: Thou shalt worship the Lord thy
God, and Him only shalt thou serve.’”
b. Speaking the Word that is in our heart. There are difficult situations and times when you can’t search for a
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verse in the Bible, maybe because it is not at hand or
because of not having the time to find it. Then the Holy
Spirit, from our memory bank, reminds us of the Scriptures that are needed and appropriate. There are over
7,000 promises in the Bible: treasure and appropriate
them, for they are yours.
c.

Meditating on the Word. “O how I love Thy law! It is my
meditation all the day” (Psalm 119.97). Just imagine what could happen if there were nothing in your
heart!

5. DAVID TRUSTED IN GOD’S LOVE, EVEN
IN DIFFICULT TIMES
Because of the fellowship that David had with God, he
was certain that…
a. God would protect him from any enemy, even if it were
a giant: “…And your enemies shall fall…For I will have
respect unto you…and establish My covenant with you”
(Leviticus 26.8-9).
b. God would protect him against discouragement, no
matter how difficult the situation: “… Let not your hearts
faint; fear not and do not tremble, neither be ye terrified
because of them; for the LORD your God is he that goeth
with you…” (Deuteronomy 20.3-4).
c.

God would protect him from fear: “Yea, though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear
no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they
comfort me” (Psalm 23.4).
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d. God would protect him always and he would lack nothing: “They shall not be ashamed in the evil time: and in
the days of famine they shall be satisfied.” (Psalm 37.19).

6. DAVID SURROUNDED HIMSELF WITH
PEOPLE THAT SUPPORTED HIM
a. He spent time with God-fearing people: “I am a companion of all them that fear thee, and of them that keep thy
precepts” (Psalm 119.63). Bad company always caused problems. “The way of the wicked is as darkness…”
(Proverbs 4.19).
b. He loved the house of God, congregating there. “I was
glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house
of the LORD” (Psalm 122.1). “And were continually in the
temple, praising and blessing God. Amen” (Luke 24.53).
c.

He delighted himself in God’s presence. “Delight thyself
also in the LORD: and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart” (Psalm 3.4). If God’s presence reigns in our
heart, no giant will be able to gain ground in our life,
because Jesus has already made us more than conquerors. (Romans 8.37)

7. DAVID CONQUERS THE GIANT GOLIATH
1 Samuel 17.40, 49: “And he took his staff in his hand, and
chose him five smooth stones out of the brook, and put them in a
shepherd’s bag which he had, even in a scrip; and his sling was in
his hand: and he drew near to the Philistine. 49 And David put his
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hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote
the Philistine in his forehead, that the stone sunk into his forehead;
and he fell upon his face to the earth.”
Do you know why David took five stones from the creek?
David didn’t do this because he thought that he couldn’t kill
Goliath with the first stone, but because Goliath had four brothers. So David went ready to kill them as well, in case they would
come to avenge their dead brother.
David confronted the giant with all the assurance of victory;
he never thought of the possibility of defeat, despite Goliath’s
size. David knew in whom he had trusted and that he wasn’t
going in his own name, but in the name of the Lord of Hosts,
with whom he had a relationship of trust.

8. CONCLUSION
Think for a just a moment on how your life is before God.
Ask yourself:
1. Am I living in holiness?
2. Do I maintain a close relationship with God? Am I sure
that I have God’s support?
If not, we invite you today to examine your ways and to be
honest with God, understanding that you need to be forgiven
and cleansed from all sin. God will forgive you and will help you
conquer any giant that will rise against you!
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LESSON 30

The Giant
of the Past

Icebreaker:
What do you think about regrets? Are they useful, or not?
Philippians 3.13-14 (NIV):
“Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it.
But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward
what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for
which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”
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1. INTRODUCTION
Paul says that the past is not a good place for us to live,
although we can learn from it. According to this Scripture, we
need to forget what lies behind, strive towards what lies ahead
and move toward the goal.
We are here because God called us, and He called us to
give us a prize: our redemption and restoration. What does
this mean? This means that He wants to redeem us (ransom
us) from our past and restore everything that we lost there.
God called us to compensate us for the bad things that have
happened to us: “Make us glad according to the days wherein
thou hast afflicted us, and the years wherein we have seen evil”
(Psalms 90.15).
We need to trust that God can do these things or else we
will never be able to get out of the past and enter into the future that He has for us. With His help we can conquer the giant
of the past so that we won’t have to live with him.

2. THE EFFECTS OF THE PAST
The effects of the past not only affect us, but also those
around us. Our spouse is affected; our children are affected.
They not only inherit the color of our hair or the color of our
eyes, but many times they also inherit our pains and traumas.
The giant of the past attacks the family, producing divorce,
wrath, anxiety, depression, fear, insecurity, complaints, immorality, greed, illnesses, and many other misfortunes.
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It is very possible that the events that most affect our lives
today are a product of what we went through in our childhood
or adolescence. Hurtful words such as: “slow”, “dumb”, “stupid”,
“fat”, “a failure, just like your uncle”, etc., stay engraved in the
mind and feelings even into adulthood. These are wounds that
take time to heal, and in many cases, never do.
There is also the pain of those good things that never happened: many were never hugged lovingly by their family or
ever heard an “I love you” at home.

3. GETTING RID OF THE GIANT OF THE PAST
Today, Jesus offers us healing, through His death on the
cross. Only Jesus can heal the wounds of the past: “The thief
[the giant of the past] cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and
to destroy: I [Jesus] am come that they might have life, and that
they might have it more abundantly” (John 10.10).
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old
has gone, the new has come!” (2 Corinthians 5.17 NIV)
“You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to
put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23 to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 24 and to
put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness
and holiness” (Ephesians 4:22-24 NIV).
How can we put on this new clothing? How can we exchange our old nature for one that is truly new?
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus

Me and My House Will Serve the Lord.indd 153

6/19/13 1:15:18 PM

154

Me and my House will Serve the Lord

This process begins with repentance, confession, and the
new birth, through Spirit and water baptism: “For with the
heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation” (Romans 10.10). “Therefore
we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ
was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we
also should walk in newness of life” (Romans 6.4). “For as many
of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ” (Galatians 3.27).
This is how victory over the giant of the past begins. However, complete deliverance sometimes requires us to pass
through different levels. We think we are free of something,
and then suddenly, it comes back to mind, giving us the impression that we are once again at the same place where we
began. But stop! No one get discouraged! If we are walking
with the Lord Jesus, we are walking toward new levels of liberty: “Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are
being renewed day by day” (2 Corinthians 4.16 NIV). Someone said it differently: “we are all a product in the making.”

4. CONCLUSION
The fact of the matter is, no one can live as if there had
been no yesterday. But it is possible to seek God so that He
can, through His power, destroy the harmful effects of the
past. This sometimes could occur quickly, but usually, it is a
slow, gradual process. In any case, God doesn’t desire for any
of us to have to live with the consequences of the past for
ever: “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. 19 See, I
am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland”
(Isaiah 43.18-19 NIV).
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The best thing we can do now is to cry out to the Lord to
be set free. Someone here will find liberty from their past in Jesus, to be able to walk with Him in the path that leads to life, a
life that will be radically different from the one he/she has lived
until now: “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be
no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of
things has passed away” (Revelation 21.4 NIV).
1. What hinders you from overcoming the giant of the
past?
2. What steps will you take in order to overthrow him
completely?
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LESSON 31

The Giant
of

Discouragement

Icebreaker: “So much swimming, just to die on the

shore.” What’s your opinion regarding this saying?

Joshua 1.9 NIV: “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and
courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord
your God will be with you wherever you go.”

1. INTRODUCTION
I always remember my friend Emilio (not his real name). One
day he stood and sang with a great voice, a beautiful worship
song that he wrote himself, in gratitude for all that God had
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done in his life. Less than a day later he calls us on the phone
telling us that he was doing real badly, that he was discouraged,
to please go visit him and pray for him. What happened?

2. ARE YOU DISCOURAGED? WELL, YOU
ARE NOT ALONE!
Discouragement is one of Satan’s favorite giants, and he
has used it against God’s people in every age. If you are discouraged or have felt discouraged lately, you are not alone. Look at
what these famous people in the Bible said (NIV):
Moses: “If this is how you are going to treat me, put me to death
right now…do not let me face my own ruin” (Numbers 11.15).
Joshua: “And Joshua said, ‘Ah, Sovereign Lord, why did you
ever bring this people across the Jordan to deliver us into the hands
of the Amorites to destroy us? If only we had been content to stay
on the other side of the Jordan!’” (Joshua 7.7).
Elijah: “While he himself went a day’s journey into the desert.
He came to a broom tree, sat down under it and prayed that he
might die. ‘I have had enough, Lord,’ he said. ‘Take my life; I am no
better than my ancestors’” (1 Kings 19.4).
Job: “I loathe my very life; therefore I will give free rein to my
complaint and speak out in the bitterness of my soul” (Job 10.1).
Jeremiah: “Alas, my mother, that you gave me birth, a man
with whom the whole land strives and contends! I have neither
lent nor borrowed, yet everyone curses me.” (Jeremiah 15.10).
Two disciples: “He asked them, ‘What are you discussing together as you walk along?’ They stood still, their faces downcast”
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus

Me and My House Will Serve the Lord.indd 157

6/19/13 1:15:18 PM

158

Me and my House will Serve the Lord

3. CAUSES OF DISCOURAGEMENT
When our self-worth or sense of self-esteem increases, we
feel encouraged. In other words when we feel discouraged it’s because there is something that has taken value from us. What can it
be? Let us look in the Bible for some reasons for discouragement:
a. Life’s difficult journey. The people of Israel became
weary in their journey to the Promised Land. Life was
difficult in the wilderness: “Then they journeyed from
Mount Hor by the Way of the Red Sea, to go around the
land of Edom; and the soul of the people became very discouraged on the way” (Numbers 21.4).
b. The garbage that remained from the past. In Jerusalem the people were worn out fighting against the debris of the past, and the same thing can happen to us
if bad habits return to bother us: “And Judah said, ‘The
strength of the bearers of burdens is decayed, and there is
much rubbish; so that we are not able to build the wall’”
(Nehemiah 4.10).
c.

The enemy’s words. The opponents surrounding Jerusalem sent a river of negative words in order to create
discouragement: “And our adversaries said, ‘They shall not
know, neither see, till we come in the midst among them, and
slay them, and cause the work to cease’” (Nehemiah 4.11).

d. Our eyes set on the world, and not on Jesus. Asaph
testified that he almost slipped when he stop trusting
God and began to envy the prosperity of the wicked. Be
careful! “But as for me, my feet were almost gone; my steps
had well nigh slipped. 3 For I was envious at the foolish,
when I saw the prosperity of the wicked” (Psalm 73.2-3).
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e. Secrets and deceit. Paul talks about the experience of
discouragement that comes from others’ selfishness
and carnal ambition. (2 Corinthians 4.1, 2)
f.

The god of this age. The god of this world is known as
the “devil” in 2 Corinthians 4.4. Therefore, we know
from where those rivers of discouragement come.
On the other hand, Jesus Christ is the one that gives
us true patience and indestructible encouragement:
“Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to
be likeminded one toward another according to Christ Jesus” (Romans 15.5).

g. Building personal kingdoms. This never brings the
blessings of God, and it always leads to failure and discouragement. 2 Corinthians 4.5: “For we preach not
ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your
servants for Jesus’ sake.”
h. Physical weariness and weakness. In 2 Corinthians 4.7
Paul called us jars of clay to show that we are fragile
and that only God’s treasure in us is what is glorious.
Remember that a jar of clay can easily break and the
same thing can happen with the body and the mind, if
we work excessively.
i.

God’s own dealings. If we forget that the Master Potter is
always squeezing us, stretching and forming us, in order
for us to become more like Him, then we can become
discouraged, not understanding the things that happen
to us in God’s workshop. See 2 Corinthians 4.8-11.
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4. HOW TO OVERCOME DISCOURAGEMENT
The question is not whether discouragement will come or
when it will come; the question is what I must do the next time
it comes. There isn’t just one sole solution to put into practice,
because as we’ve seen, there are many causes behind discouragement. But let us look at some steps that will help us:
a. Deal with the natural factors. Elijah was exhausted and
thus, became discouraged. God sent him food, water,
and rest before dealing with the real reasons of his discouragement. God gave him a new word, a new direction, and a new hope. Study 1 Kings 19.3-18 at home.
b. Understand what is happening. In 2 Corinthians 4.16
Paul tells us to not get discouraged because even
though for the moment it is not going well, God is renewing us inwardly. He also says that the different situations in life, somehow end up working for our overall
good. (Romans 8.28)
c.

Confess your need and ask for prayer. In Ecclesiastes
4.12 we find out that two are better than one, especially when you are under attack. Let us not hide our
emotions and pains; let us talk with someone and pray
together. That is how Satan’s work is destroyed.

d. Receive God’s ministration. Open your heart and allow
the Holy Spirit to minister patience, strength, hope, joy,
and God’s peace to you: “Now the God of hope fill you with
all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope,
through the power of the Holy Ghost” (Romans 15.13).
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e. Wait on God. Even if your faith seems small, you can
still wait on God and trust that our God of peace will
soon crush Satan under His feet, according to His Word:
“Why are you downcast, O my soul? Why so disturbed
within me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him,
my Savior and my God” (Psalm 42.5 NIV).
f.

Trust in God’s promises. Peter advises us to humble
ourselves before the mighty hand of God, to cast all
our cares upon Him, to resist the devil, and to sacrifice
ourselves to help others who also suffer throughout
this world. Study 1 Peter 5.6-11 at home.

5. CONCLUSION
Joshua 1.9 (NIV): “Have I not commanded you? Be strong
and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the
Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.”
There are two giants that take turns guarding the entrance
of the Promised Land: Fear and Discouragement. If you feel the
pressure of either, or both, know that you are about to enter
into the promises of God.
We need to do what God ordered Joshua in order to enter
the Promised Land. Like Joshua, in this crucial time, we need
to be strong and courageous so that we might continue to
move forward in the grace that God gives us. Jesus offers us a
great hope, telling us that soon He will come and restore us; to
strengthen and establish us.
Let us also prayerfully ask that God would lead us to people who are discouraged, so that we could minister hope unto
them. Let us pray for them, based on the steps we have discovered in God’s Word. Let us begin this week!
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LESSON 32

The Giant
of
Indifference
Icebreaker: Share a situation of indifference that you

have lived or have experienced.
1 Corinthians 13

1. INTRODUCTION
There are certain risks in everything that we do, even when
we experience God’s power in our lives. Is it possible that feeling God can become a risky thing? Yes! It happens when we
enjoy the presence of the Holy Spirit and the gifts that He gives
us, but we don’t seek the grace of the Holy Spirit, which is love.
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If the giant of indifference is governing our life, it becomes
necessary to return to Paul’s advice in the Word of God written
to the Corinthians in chapter13. This word calls our attention to
the fact that no achievement has any value, whether it be a gift
or a sacrifice, if it is not motivated by love, which is the aroma
and the flavor of all our life. For this reason we need to love...

2. ASSUMING RESPONSIBILITY TOWARDS
OTHERS
Genesis 4.9: “And the Lord said unto Cain, ‘Where is Abel thy
brother?’ And he said, ‘I know not: Am I my brother’s keeper?’” Since the beginning it has been clear that God gives importance
to fraternal relationships. We will have to give an account of the
way we treat our brothers. We are responsible before God, and
He will call us to judgment for our love or lack of love for our
brothers and sisters.
Due to Cain’s indifference towards his brother, God cursed
him, took away his ability to farm and sentenced him to a life as
a fugitive and a vagabond (v. 12). This clearly indicates that the
lack of fraternal love destines us to sterility and the frustration
of our own purposes.

3. TO THE UNFRIENDLY
Luke 6.31-35. Loving the unlovable is renouncing the
selfish love of the world; it is speaking of the love of Christ to
people who apparently have no means to offer any compensation. Jesus asks us to love just as He loved those who are the
least of all, the ugly, the poor, and those who do not have the
ability to help us.
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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ThIS is only possible through a supernatural transformation
that produces in us a different order of response which is customary to human society. Christian love is drastically different
from that of the world. It is like a ray of light that causes the
world to draw near and ask what makes us radiate love in the
midst of unfriendly people. Stephen illustrated this love. Acts
7.59-60 NLT: “As they stoned him, Stephen prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ 60 He fell to his knees, shouting, ‘Lord, don’t charge
them with this sin!’ And with that, he died.”

4. TO THOSE WHO HAVE WRONGED US
Genesis 45.4-5: “And Joseph said unto his brethren, ‘Come
near to me, I pray you.’ And they came near. And he said, ‘I am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt. 5 Now therefore be not
grieved, nor angry with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for God
did send me before you to preserve life.’”
God expects us to forgive and love those who have wronged us. Joseph forgiving his brothers is so complete that he kisses them and joyfully weeps as he is reunited with them. Fraternal love is expressive, altruistic, and is offered in such a way that
it helps the offender.
Jesus said: “Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do
good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully
use you, and persecute you” (Matthew 5.44.) Enemies are those
whose actions and words manifest hatred toward us. The brother-in-law or sister-in-law who doesn’t want to talk to us. The
co-worker who wants us to get fired (yes, the one with the saw
under his arm). Jesus commands us to love and to do good to
those who hate us, despise us, and persecute us. However, such
love is only possible through His power, for no one, except Jesus Christ, can love in that manner.
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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5. RECEIVING THE STRANGER
Leviticus 19.34: “But the stranger that dwelleth with you
shall be unto you as one born among you, and thou shalt love
him as thyself; for ye were strangers in the land of Egypt.” God’s
instructions on how to treat strangers contradict what typically happens in the world. The Lord says that when a stranger
comes to our home, he should be received as if he were part of
the family!

6. HELPFULLY
1 Corinthians 16.14: “Let all your things be done with charity.” Love doesn’t take into account social status and it accepts
an inferior position to those whom we serve. The world’s mindset will never understand or accept this calling, but a true servant of Jesus is someone who is willing to renounce the social
prestige of our human scale of values.
The reward for serving with such love is receiving honor
from God: “If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where I
am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will
my Father honor” (Juan 12.26). If we serve our King as we serve
others in His name, He will exalt us to a place of honor!

7. COMFORTING OTHERS AND SUFFERING
WITH OTHERS
John 15.12-13: “This is my commandment, that ye love one
another, as I have loved you. 13 Greater love hath no man than
this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” The love of God
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enables us to comfort and suffer with others. Our priority is to
love one another. Our directive is to love like Christ loved us, “laying down our life.” Christ left the comfort, joy, and the worship
of heaven to take upon Himself the sins of humanity. He endured the pain of the lashes, the nails in His hands, the spear that
pierced His side, the crown of thorns on His head; everything
that demonstrates the measure of His love to us.
We are called to bear the sins of others, the pain that is imposed upon us, the blows given to us, the cruelties, and the improper treatment to which we are subjected. ¿Impossible? Yes,
for our human nature. But as temples of the Holy Spirit, upon
whom the love of God has been poured out, we can ask for and
receive the grace and the power to love like Jesus loved.

8. BECAUSE LOVING IS THE ONLY WAY TO
DRAW NEAR TO GOD
In Psalm 15, David asks himself: “Who shall abide in thy tabernacle? Who shall dwell in thy holy hill?” (v. 1). God responds saying that this is possible through a close relationship with others:
“He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his
neighbor, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbor” (v. 3). To
have a close relationship with God, we must decide to lead our
life maintaining right relationships with others!
In Psalm 15 God tells us: (a) To speak mercifully of our
neighbor; (b) To never murmur nor say anything that destroys
another’s reputation; (c) To never hurt another person in any
manner; (d) Finally, to not accept reproach against our neighbor. In other words, we must reject the person that comes blaming, discrediting, or shaming a brother.
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The commandment to love your neighbor as yourself (Romans 13.9) is vital to our relationship with God. To remain in
God’s presence, let us speak kindly and never spread rumors or
gossip, which usually arise from wrong motives. Often, difficult
things need to be said, but only if they are true. It is there that
we must be careful to speak to the appropriate persons and
not dedicate ourselves to defaming the reputation of a brother.
If we want to draw close to God, the priority of our lives should
be our love for others.

9. CONCLUSION
While the giant of indifference reigns in the world – a divisive and destructive spirit – Jesus provides us with a love that
overflows onto others; a love that will give an entrance into His
kingdom to all of us who serve Him and dedicate ourselves to
others, in His glorious Name.
Read 1 Corinthians 13 again at home. Also, study 2 Peter
1.3-8.
1. Can you identify symptoms of indifference in your life?
2. Mention at least one and share what you will do to take
care of it.
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LESSON 33

The Giant
of Wrath
Ice Breaker: What is the first thing that comes to mind

when you hear the word “uncontrolled”?
Ephesians 4.22-27.

1. INTRODUCTION
The human being is a complex organism with the ability
to express themselves through different emotions. While some
carry their emotions on the surface and seem to explode very
easily, others are more timid and reserved. But notwithstandApostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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ing what is manifested on the outside, we all experience happiness, sadness, joy, jealousy, anxiety, and pain.
We all know what it is to love, hate or feel angry. He who
doesn’t have God is led by their passions, and when they err,
with a shrug of the shoulders they say, “That’s just the way I am.”
By contrast, the Christian recognizes his faulty emotional constitution and employs prayer, fasting and the Word of God to
restrain his spirit.

2. THE WORD OF GOD ESTABLISHES
BOUNDARIES
The Bible is the manual for the Christian life. At conversion
to the Lord, the person’s human nature does not change. He
continues to feel fear, anxiety or anger. The difference is that
after conversion, we are led by biblical instructions and we submit our passions to the Word of God.
Here we will study the emotion called “anger”. The Bible
does not say, “Do not feel anger.” It actually says, “be angry,”—
be angry, but do not sin! Who hasn’t felt anger even after being born again? The brethren, husbands and families become
angry. Even preachers get angry and feel anger. Why? Because
we are human. The Lord understands this well, but also sets
boundaries to keep us from sin. Consider these boundaries.

3. THE SPIRIT OF CAIN
Genesis 4.3-15. Uncontrolled anger can result in tragedy. In a moment’s time, a word, thought or action, can trigger the wrath of man to the point that his “blood boils”. Some
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synonyms for anger are: wrath, rage, irritation and indignation.
When these passions are disarranged, they can result in great
damage and pain.
Let’s ask Cain why he became so angry, after God did not
accept his offering. Genesis says that first his countenance fell.
A fallen face is the product of an offended spirit. Our face declares the state of our heart. Then the anger escalated to rage
in the spirit of Cain.
In his book “Three Steps Forward, Two Steps Back”, Charles
Swindoll describes the five stages of anger. (1) Irritation: A casual experience of disgust, a feeling of discomfort caused by
someone or something. (2) Indignation: A feeling that pushes
us to respond, to take revenge on the presumed wrong done
to us. Both irritation and indignation can take shape without
being expressed. (3) Revenge: Anger promotes a strong desire
for revenge, which progresses to (4) Fury: This consists of violence and loss of emotional control. The last phase of anger is
(5) Rage: This is the most dangerous form of anger.
How many times have we heard that someone injures or
kills another driven by uncontrolled rage? Wives are beaten,
children have been physically abused, property has been damaged, people killed, and all done under the unjustifiable attacks
of anger. Cain’s spirit has taken possession of our society. Anger
rushes forward uncontrollably over humanity.

4. PERFECTING PROVERBS
So far we have established that: (1) We have many different emotions. (2) Anger is one of those emotions. (3) The Bible
says, “be angry”. (4) The Bible says, “be angry but sin not.” (5)
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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Uncontrolled anger can develop from mild discomfort to rage,
which can cause tragedies. In the book of Proverbs we find several gems of wisdom that speak about anger. Consider a few:
Proverbs 15.1. In many cases it isn’t what we say that affects, but how we say it. If the sword of the Spirit is the Word of
God, then our words are the sword of our spirit, and can hurt
others. A very good way to appease anger is to respond softly,
while expressing disagreement. By contrast, coarse words provoke anger. Words can be used as real offensive weapons, or
they can peacefully disarm the opponent.
Proverbs 16.14. Here we learn how to deal with the
wrath of the king. The king is a figure of authority. Your “King”
can be the teacher, employer, parent or pastor. The wrath of
a superior is a messenger of death. We will all experience the
wrath of a superior. How should we react? With much wisdom.
A wise person, maintaining respect, will appease the wrath of
the king.
Proverbs 16.32. Here we have contrasts. The key word in
this verse is the word “better”. He that is slow to anger is better
than the mighty! It could possibly be referring to David’s strong
and valiant men.
Read at home 2 Samuel 3.8-39. These men killed eight
hundred enemies at a time, fought until their sword stuck to
their hand and killed lions in the snow. These were strong men.
But he who is slow to anger is better than they. Remember that
the next time you feel anger rising. If one has control of his spirit, he is better than one that taketh a city.
Proverbs 17.14. The writer of Proverbs compares anger to
a dam that breaks releasing its waters with uncontrolled enerApostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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gy. What was once energy with potential for good, becomes a
destructive and dangerous force.
Proverbs 22.15. The humanist philosophy teaches that
children should “express their feelings” no matter if they do it
kicking, breaking things, hitting their siblings, and even their
parents! The Bible says that if children are not corrected in a
timely manner, they might “express their emotions” beating up
or killing someone, as it happens today in schools and homes
around the world. We must not tolerate the giant of anger in
them. The spirit of Cain does not belong in the church, or in
our family.

5. DO NOT LEAVE IT UNTIL TOMORROW
Ephesians 4.26b:
“Let not the sun go down upon your wrath.” This means that
even if there is reason to be angry, we must try to fix the situation immediately, the same day, before the sun sets. If we allow that marriage, family, work disagreement or that problem
with that brother is lengthened by two or three days, it will
begin to turn into bitterness. It is important to make that call
or write that letter, or go personally to settle the matter before
the sun sets.
Ephesians 4.27:
“Neither give place to the devil.” When we allow anger to
control us, we give precious ground of our soul to the devil. He
then, as the owner of that parcel in our life, begins to build fortresses from where we throw fiery darts. But let us give glory to
God because He has given us of his power to defend ourselves
against these attacks.
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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6. CONCLUSION
All of us have a list of rights registered in our mind. When
someone violates one of these perceived rights, we get angry. If
instead we gave up our rights to God, wouldn’t have any rights
to violate and we wouldn’t become so angry.
If we saw life from the standpoint that it is a privilege and
not a right to eat, sleep, work, think, participate, sing, etc.,
there would be much less anger and more gratitude to God in
our hearts. Thus we would fulfill the command: “In everything
give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning
you” (2 Thessalonians 4.18).
1. Do you recognize symptoms in you of being under the
dominion of wrath?
2. What will you do to tear down this giant?
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LESSON 34

The Giant
of

Discouragement

Icebreaker: What comes to mind when you hear the

word “persistence”?

1 Kings 19:1-18

1. INTRODUCTION
The story is told of a man who was going to jump off a
bridge. A smart police officer, slowly and methodically, approached while talking to him. When he was a few steps away,
he said, “Nothing can be so bad to merit killing yourself. Tell me.
Talk to me about it.”
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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The man who was going to jump told him how his wife had
left him, how his business had gone bankrupt, how his friends
had left him, and how everything in life had lost meaning for
him. For thirty minutes he told his sad story to the police officer,
and at the end, both jumped off the bridge!

2. THE CONFUSION OF DISCOURAGEMENT
Discouragement is contagious. Even Elijah allowed himself
to be infected by it. On one occasion this prophet had God send
fire from heaven. Few men of God have experienced a moment
like what Elijah lived on Mount Carmel, where his persistence,
faith, power, obedience, and effectual prayer were manifested
against the worshipers of Baal. But that victory in 1 Kings 18
quickly turned into discouragement in 1 Kings 19.
Elijah’s attitude changed from persistence to a frantic search
of blame for his problems. Fear replaced faith. The power disappeared in the face of self-pity, and obedience succumbed to
confusion. How quickly things change! Does this sound familiar? Let’s look at four mistakes produced by the giant of disappointment.
a. The giant of discouragement hurts our self-image
(v. 4): “But he himself went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree: and
he requested for himself that he might die; and said, ‘It is
enough; now, O Lord, take away my life; for I am not better
than my fathers.’” Discouragement makes us look less
than what we are. This becomes more serious when we
fail to act in a way other than dictated by the way we
see ourselves.
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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b. The giant of discouragement leads to us evading our
responsibilities (v. 5): “And there he went into a cave and
spent the night. Came to him word of the Lord, who said
to him, ‘What doest thou here, Elijah?’” The Elijahs of life
belong on Mount Carmel, not in caves. Faith motivates
us work, serve and minister. Fear confines us and leads
to misery.
c.

The giant of disappointment makes us blame others
for our troubles (v. 10): “And he said, ‘I have been very
jealous for the Lord God of hosts: for the children of Israel
have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars,
and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only,
am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.’”

d. The giant of discouragement blurs the facts (v. 18):
“Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees
which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth
which hath not kissed him.” From 1 to 7000! No doubt,
discouragement was a major mistake in the life of this
great prophet. And if that happens to great men, what
about us?

3. THE SYMPTOMS OF DISCOURAGEMENT
Everyone is exposed to the disease of discouragement, which
can lead to a sensitive and dangerous place. But if we know the
symptoms of discouragement, we can detect and cope more
easily. When has discouragement overcome us? When ...
a. We feel that the opportunity to succeed has left us. It
seems that even the smallest problem can stop us. This
results in inactivity.
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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b. We become selfish. Usually, discouraged people think
a lot on one thing: themselves. You rarely see a discouraged person running and trying to help others. When
you are discouraged you tend to want to get away from
people.
c.

We fail in our attempt to do something. You lose all
desire to continue. Remember, we do not conquer
through intelligence, but through persistence.

d. We lack purpose and planning. Discouragement often
comes after a victory. That was the case of Elijah. Maybe he needed another Mount Carmel to uplift his spirit.
When we lack purpose, we lack achievement.

4. FACING DISCOURAGEMENT
Have you suffered defeat or discouragement lately? We
have good news for you: no one goes through life without encountering occasional defeats. Abraham failed in an hour of
emergency, and in his weakness he let a king think that his wife
Sarah was his sister. Because of his impatience, Moses lost the
right to enter the Promised Land. And we already saw how Elijah also became upset and prayed to die.
Surely here, right now, there are discouraged people, thinking that it is impossible to overcome these feelings of frustration and futility. But it is possible; and there are only two steps
you must take to get out of that depression:
a. Exit the cave and confront the issue (v. 13): “And it
was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in
his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of
the cave.” When you feel discouraged, act. Nothing deApostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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livers us from discouragement faster than taking steps
of faith toward solving the problem. A poet tells the
story that as he was walking in his garden, he saw a
bird’s nest on the ground. The storm had shaken the
tree and destroyed the nest. While muttering sadly
about the destruction of bird’s home, he looked up and
saw him making a new one in the branches ...
b. Persist until you get the victory (v. 15): “And the
Lord said unto him, Go, return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus.” In the fourteenth century the
Asian emperor Tamerlane’s army had been dispersed
by a powerful enemy. Tamerlane himself was hiding
in an abandoned manger as enemy troops roamed
the region. While there, desperate and defeated, Tamerlane watched an ant trying to carry a grain of corn
up a perpendicular wall. The grain was bigger than
the ant. The emperor counted sixty-nine attempts by
the ant to carry the seed. He dropped the seed sixtynine times, but in the seventieth time, he managed
to carry his load up the wall! Tamerlane jumped up
and yelled. He reorganized his forces and put the enemy to flight.

5. CONCLUSION
To topple the giant of discouragement, we need to face the
problem, and persist until we get the victory over it. Many may
start something and not finish it, but you and I are God’s children, fully capable of finishing what we have begun.
Let’s look at The Persistence Code:
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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t

* XJMM OFWFS HJWF VQ BT MPOH BT * LOPX UIBU *N EPJOH
what God wants.

t

*CFMJFWFUIBUBMMUIJOHTXJMMXPSLJONZGBWPSJG*IPMEPO
until the end.

t

*XJMMCFFODPVSBHFEBOEXJMMOPUMPTFIFBSUJOUIFGBDF
of possible difficulties.

t

*XJMMOPUBMMPXBOZPOFUPJOUJNJEBUFNFBOELFFQNF
from the goal.

t

* XJMM GJHIU UP PWFSDPNF BMM QIZTJDBM JNQBJSNFOUT BOE
setbacks.

t

*XJMMUSZBHBJOBOEBHBJO BOEZFUBHBJO UPBDDPNQMJTI
what I must.

t

*XJMMPCUBJOGBJUIBOETUSFOHUIJO(PE LOPXJOHUIBUIJT
faithful overcame all kinds of adversity.

If you have been challenged by the giant of discouragement, you need to seek God with more intensity, and read this
code daily. Also read Hebrews 11 and 12:1-3, as many times
as necessary. Let’s go! Stand up and tear down this ugly giant,
which cannot be any larger than our Lord Jesus Christ.
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LESSON 35

The Giant
of
Resignation
Icebreaker:
What comes to mind when you think about the word “resigned”?

1. INTRODUCTION
John 5.1-17. According to the dictionary, “work” means:
1) action and intent to work. 2) Remunerated occupation. 3)
Work, the result of human activity. 4) Operation of a machine,
part, tool, or utensil that is utilized for some purpose. 5) A place
where work is done. 6) Difficulty, impediment, injury, inconvenience, torment, or an unhappy event.
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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God instituted work. His Word teaches us that work is a
privilege, not a punishment, as many suppose. It is something
that gives meaning to our existence and brings satisfaction to
the mind, spirit and body. “The sleep of a laboring man is
sweet” (Ecclesiastes 5.12). “He that tilleth his land shall be satisfied with bread” (Proverbs 12.11).
The enemy has deceived many people with idea that their
situation of poverty is the root of the circumstances of their life.
Some say, “There is no work.” Others add, “They don’t give me
an opportunity.” However, human beings have always excused
themselves in this manner to avoid assuming their responsibility regarding this subject. Jesus Himself had to confront this
social problem. This wasn’t so much a spiritual problem, but a
cultural one; one of the philosophy of life.

2. THE PROBLEM OF RESIGNATION
The Israel that Jesus found was a depressed, passive country, almost without identity or work culture, due to the painful
subjugation of the Roman. The paralytic was wrapped in such
culture; instead of responding positively to the Lord’s question,
of whether he wanted to be healed, he said: “I have no man to
put me into the pool” (John 5:6-7).
Israel’s and the paralytic’s problem was their attitude in the
face of their need; their resignation. “Resignation,” according
to the dictionary, means: a voluntary submission that someone
makes, placing themselves in the hands and will of another
person.
As a Church we confront this problem. The majority of
people today fail because they resign very easily to their difApostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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ficulty. They become accustomed to living under the law of
minimal effort, in the typical “Creole lifestyle”. A man said: “I
have six sons, five living, and one that works…” And a not so
exaggerated Salomon noted: “A slothful man hideth his hand in
his bosom, and will not so much as bring it to his mouth again”
(Proverbs 19.24).
It is true that we need others to advance in life, but we cannot avoid doing our part. The paralytic was healed: that was
God’s part. Getting up, taking his bed and walking, was his part.
But even after being healed, the paralytic continued with his
attitude problem.
Why does it seem as though the paralytic forgot to celebrate his miracle? In no part of the text can we find that he
ran or danced joyfully... as did the lame man, at the temple
gate called Beautiful (Acts 3.6-9).
This man was healed on the outside, but remained sick on
the inside; and it was so much that he went and denounced
Jesus to his enemies (v. 15: “told the Jews”). Jesus had told
him: “Sin no more.” Could it be that Jesus uncovered his anger
and that he, because he was now healed, would have to work,
losing the chance to beg for money? Perhaps, yes.
It is much the same today. Many become upset with the
Church and her message. They don’t perceive us as a blessing
or an opportunity to find an escape from their problems, but
as an irritant, for the Gospel hammers their consciences with
truths such as these. There are no substitutes for effort and
personal sacrifice. Proverbs 13.4: “The soul of the sluggard
desireth, and hath nothing: but the soul of the diligent shall
be made fat.”
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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3. THE PROBLEM OF FALSE RELIGIOSITY
The other problem Jesus confronted was the anger of the
religious people and their incredible excuse: “it is the day of
rest”, they said. Jesus’ main response was: “I work”, setting them
at a great distance, because they felt reprimanded, for their
idleness had been made evident, and “idleness is the mother
of many crimes!”
Those religious persons oppressed and extorted, just as the
Lord himself denounced in Matthew 23.13-15. In any case, the
Pharisees were spiritualists, like many Christians today, who like
to pray for their prosperity (or rather that another pray), but don’t
want to make an effort. James rightfully says, “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much” (James 5.16).
The Jews asked in Mark 6.3: “Is not this the carpenter?” for
Jesus was known as a hard-working, responsible, balanced
man. He worked for the Kingdom, but He also provided for
His own. Even in his agony, He took care of His mother (John
19.27). Like Christ, men should be hard workers (1 Corinthians
4.11-12). The woman of God should be a hard worker (Proverbs 31.10-31). The Christian young person should be a hard
worker (2 Timothy 2.1, 6).

4. CONCLUSION
In 1 Corinthians 3.13-15 we find the doctrine of the Judgment Seat of Christ, where He will judge us according to our
deeds. Verse 12 says that some would have built with “gold,
silver, precious stones”, while others with “wood, hay, and stubble.” Wood, hay, and stubble are obtained easily; anywhere. This
represents those who built their lives with minimal effort.
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But obtaining gold, silver, and precious stones is something
very different, for one needs to work very hard for these, excavating with much perseverance, deep into the earth. These
very valuable materials represent the works of the consistent
fighter. Paul is saying that God will abundantly reward the one
who built his life in such a way.
In summary, Jesus sees our labor. He will come soon to recompense each one, according to their effort. The only thing we
have to do is follow his example: “My Father worketh hitherto,
and I work” (John 5.17).
Brother, friend: it is time to do our part of getting up and
walking.
1. What will you do this week to respond to this calling?
2. In which ways do you think you could improve your
performance?
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LESSON 36

A
Humble
Heart
Icebreaker:
Is madness an illness of the mind, or can it have other root
causes?
Daniel 4.35:
“And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing:
and he doeth according to his will in the army of heaven, and
among the inhabitants of the earth: and none can stay his hand,
or say unto him, ‘What doest thou?’”
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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1. INTRODUCTION
Nebuchadnezzar was a king of the Babylonian Empire, the
most powerful in the world in the fifth century B.C. This man
was a compassionless tyrant who destroyed everything in his
path; an impetuous man, completely lacking respect for life.
However, God had certain plans for Nebuchadnezzar, and
that is why he placed the prophet Daniel as his primary adviser in his court. Let us study the interesting story of how God
changed the proud heart of that pagan king into a humble
heart.

2. NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S DREAM
One day king Nebuchadnezzar had a dream that caused
him to fear, and he became upset because he didn’t understand
its meaning, so he called the wise men of Babylon so that they
would interpret his dream. But none of the “wise men” were
able to help him, so Nebuchadnezzar brought the prophet
Daniel (Daniel 4.4-8).
The king told Daniel that he dreamt about a very big tree,
which grew until it was visible over all the earth. This tree had
enough fruit to feed the whole world, and in it the beast of the
field and the birds of the air took refuge (Daniel 4.10-12).
In his vision, Nebuchadnezzar also saw before him “…a
watcher and an holy one came down from heaven; 14 He cried
aloud, and said thus, Hew down the tree, and cut off his branches,
shake off his leaves, and scatter his fruit: let the beasts get away
from under it, and the fowls from his branches: 15 Nevertheless
leave the stump of his roots in the earth, even with a band of iron
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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and brass, in the tender grass of the field; and let it be wet with
the dew of heaven, and let his portion be with the beasts in the
grass of the earth: 16 Let his heart be changed from man’s, and let
a beast’s heart be given unto him; and let seven times pass over
him” (Daniel 4.13-16 NIV).

3. DANIEL’S RESPONSE
Daniel had a very dangerous responsibility serving that
overbearing and cruel king. Giving Nebuchadnezzar the interpretation of this dream would probably be the most dangerous
thing Daniel would ever do in his life, because this dream contained terrible news for the king, and the king would usually
sentence to death those who brought bad news. That is why,
after hearing the dream, Daniel was stunned for almost an hour,
not daring to speak (Daniel 4.19).
Nebuchadnezzar insisted in knowing the meaning of his
dream, so Daniel gave it to him: the great tree in the dream was
the king himself, whose dominion had reached the limits of the
earth. The holy watcher commanded for its branches to be cut,
its fruit dispersed, and for the tree to be cut down. This meant
that the king would be cast out of his palace and placed among
the animals of the field, to eat herbs with them and for the dew
of heaven to drench his back. God would take away Nebuchadnezzar’s sanity, and He would give him the spirit of an animal
(Daniel 4.20-25).

4. NEBUCHADNEZZAR LEARNS HIS LESSON
Nebuchadnezzar would live this way for seven years, until he
would acknowledge who truly governs the earth. In the dream,
the roots of the tree weren’t pulled out, which meant that God
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would preserve the kingdon of Babylon during that time. Finally, Daniel exhorts the king to abandon his wickedness and to be
merciful to the opressed of his kingdom, for in so doing, maybe
God would lessen his punishment (Daniel 4.26-27).
It seems like Nebuchadnezzar obeyed the advice of Daniel for some time, but after about a year, the monstrous pride
emerged in him with greater force: “At the end of twelve months
he walked in the palace of the kingdom of Babylon. 30 The king
spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for the
house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honour of my majesty” (Daniel 4.29-30)?
God heard each one of these words, and immediately gave
the command for the kingdom to be taken from Nebuchadnezzar and that he be cast into the field with the animals (Daniel
4.31-33). The king’s nightmare of being turned into a beast only
ends when his sanity and reason were returned seven years
later. Then Nebuchadnezzar blessed, worshipped, and glorified
God (Daniel 4.34-35). And since Nebuchadnezzar demonstrated repentance, God gave him back the kingdom and his dignity, adding to him greater power than before (Daniel 4.36).

5. CONCLUSION
The last words of Nebuchadnezzar in verse 37 contain an
important lesson for us: “Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol
and honor the King of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his
ways judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to abase.”
Let us always acknowledge that God is the owner of everything, and that He has complete control of all things. Let us
be very careful how we walk before Him, and how we act toApostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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wards other people. Many people who live like Nebuchadnezzar end up loosing everything, due to their arrogance, because
“Everyone that is proud in heart is an abomination unto the Lord”
(Proverbs 16.5). “Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty
spirit before a fall” (Proverbs 16.18).
Does it seem difficult for us to let go of pride and humble
ourselves in life? Jesus says: “Take my yoke upon you, and learn
of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest
unto your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light”
(Matthew 11.29-30).
Many people don’t love God, nor respect Him, much less,
fear Him. But the Word of God says that: “The fear of the Lord
is the beginning of wisdom” (Proverbs 9.10). The person who
fears God is one who behaves well in life; who honors God in
everything and is kind to others. To summarize, he is a person
with a humble heart.
What steps will you take to be a more humble person?
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LESSON 37

A
Repentant
Heart
Icebreaker: Are repentance and remorse the same thing?
Acts 17.30, 31: “And the times of this ignorance God winked
at; but now commandeth all men everywhere to repent: Because
he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in
righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he
hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from
the dead.”

1. INTRODUCTION
For years a pastor prayed every day for Anselmo to leave
the gang lifestyle and the consumption of heroin. But, as he
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walked around the neighborhood, he would always find him
doing these things. Anselmo told him that he wanted to abandon that bad habit, but fell again and again into the same
thing. The pastor never ceased to pray for true repentance to
take place in his heart, the repentance that makes a man turn
away and walk in the opposite direction.
Unfortunately, Anselmo had to learn some hard and painful lessons before he could turn his attention to God, but over
time came that transformation that changed his life. Today he is
a new man, with a family and a ministry that helps people with
problems similar to those he experienced.

2. GOD’S FORGIVENESS
The world’s worst epidemic is not AIDS or the swine flu. In
the world there is an epidemic of people who cannot admit that
they’ve done something wrong. Everyone makes mistakes, but
that’s not the issue; the issue is recognizing it.
God says: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and
will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” (1
John 1.9 NIV).
God’s forgiveness and salvation come only after repentance. God is “not willing that any should perish but that all
should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3.9 NKJV).

3. GOD’S WAY
Man seeks different ways to change, but true change comes
only God’s way. These are five steps to changing behavior:
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a. Confession: admitting what has been done (Proverbs
28.13).
b. Repentance: feeling sorrow and sadness for what has
been done (Acts 17.30).
c.

Asking forgiveness: to be clean and free of what has
been done (Romans 10.10).

d. Being baptized in the name of Jesus Christ (Acts 2.38).
e. Being filled with the Holy Spirit (John 16.8).
The inability or reluctance to carry out any of these steps is
rooted in pride. A man that can’t humble himself before God or
man, and admit that he is wrong, will have problems in his life
that he will never be able to overcome (Proverbs 26.12).

4. A REPENTANT HEART
Do you have difficulty confessing your faults? Or are you
the type of person who can say “sorry” one hundred and fifty
times a day but your behavior never changes? In any case, you
need a repentant heart. True and genuine repentance is feeling
so much sorrow and regret for what you have done that you
can’t do it again.
Only God can make us see our sin as it really is, and feel the
same way that He feels about it. The goodness of God wants to
lead us to repentance (Romans 2.4 NIV). Repentance is an act
of God’s grace, a privilege granted to those who accept it: “...
God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth” (2 Timothy 2.25).
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Repentance is for cleansing and prosperity in our lives: “Dear
friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God and receive from him anything we ask, because we obey
his commands and do what pleases him” (1 John 3.21, 22 NIV).

5. THE PRAYER OF REPENTANCE
Too many men have fallen because of pride and the inability to confess and repent. We see it often in newspapers, on the
radio, and on television. Unconfessed sin will not disappear; it
becomes a cancer that grows and suffocates life. We need to
pray to have conviction of sin, to humbly confess the sin to God,
to turn our back to error, and stop committing it.
“Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my
anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead
me in the way everlasting” (Psalms 139.23, 24 NIV).
This prayer can cause discomfort. It can cost a lot of effort.
But it is much better to pray that God’s light would shine on
our sin than to experience its consequences, because Jesus said
that “There is nothing concealed that will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known” (Matthew 10.26 NIV).
King David, after a process of confession and repentance,
drew the following conclusion:
“When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long. For day and night thy hand was heavy upon
me: my moisture is turned into the drought of summer. I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I
will confess my transgressions unto the Lord; and thou forgavest
the iniquity of my sin” (Psalm 32.3-5).
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6. CONCLUSION
May our Lord Jesus Christ help us to admit any mistakes in
our lives and cleanse us from every secret sin! May God teach us
to be people who can admit it when we are wrong. May He give
us eyes to see His truth, and ears to hear His voice, bringing us
a genuine and total repentance.
If any of you have to suffer, so be it, but let it be because
of a repentant heart, and not suffering caused by the hand of
the enemy, who always seeks a door in our life left open by any
unconfessed sin.
May the Lord remove all pride that causes us to deny our
sins, and give our souls humility of heart, so that we may receive
the honor that He has prepared for those who humble themselves before God; the honor of being His children. Amen.
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LESSON 38

A Heart
Free
of Fear
Icebreaker: Share about a fear that you experience frequently.
“And Moses said unto the people, ‘Fear ye not, stand still, and
see the salvation of the Lord, which he will shew you today: for the
Egyptians whom ye seen today, ye shall see them again no more
forever. The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace’”
(Exodus 14.13-14).

1. INTRODUCTION
Fear is an emotion that God placed in us for our protection.
This is a basic and vital emotion that keeps us away from danger. But if fear gets out of control, it becomes destructive, because fear becomes terror.
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2. THE SPIRIT OF FEAR
“For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power,
and of love, and of a sound mind” (2 Timothy 1.7). According
to this verse, there are three things that Satan tries to snatch
away through the spirit of fear: love, power and self-control
(sound mind).
a. Love: When a person is under fear, they can’t love because they always distrust and are always insecure. Fear brings
jealousy and strife, and destroys love.
b. Power: The demon of fear robs the believer of power
and which leads to a futile and useless life. The person who is
under the influence of fear collapses under all problems or difficulties. Many people are talented and very skilled, but they
can’t develop these because they live under the dominion of
fear. A believer controlled by this evil spirit cannot develop the
gifts the Holy Spirit has given to him.
c. Self-control: The spirit of fear always seeks to destroy
tranquility and peace. A person with fear is unbalanced, lacking control of his/her emotions, and has strong tendencies toward depression. Moreover, most people that come to madness do so because they hear the devil’s voice that induces fear
(what psychologists call “schizophrenia”). Fear ultimately leads
to despair so great that the person seeks a way out through
suicide.

3. FEARS THAT MOST COMMONLY ATTACK US:
Man suffers from fear: of the unknown, of being robbed,
of disease, of witchcraft, of failure, of the future, of success, of
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being rejected, of authority, of women, of remaining single, of
men, of marriage, of change, of infidelity, of losing loved ones,
of drowning, of the night, of being alone, of flying, of sailing,
of driving a car, of accidents, of heights, of hurting oneself, of
injections, of dentists, of hospitals, of elevators, of confinement,
of animals, of pregnancy, of childbirth, of having children, of
losing children, of bad news, of losing one’s job, of criticism, of
becoming ugly, of aging, of baldness, of graying, of disasters,
of earthquakes, of the dead, of demons, of speaking in public,
of crowds, of worship, of the pastor, of the presence of God, of
baptism in the name of Jesus, of receiving the Holy Spirit, of the
end of the world, of death, of going to hell, of missing out on
heaven, and many other fears.

4. SYMPTOMS OR MANIFESTIONAS OF FEAR
Nervousness, anxiety, aggression, dread, shyness, panic attacks, paranoia, anxiety, social isolation, nail biting, tense face,
hypochondria, doubt, immobility, indecision, out of control
perspiration, dandruff, bristly hair, uncontrolled appetite, loss
of appetite, lump in the throat, shortness of breath, muscle
aches, weakness, dry mouth, dilated eyes, sighs, interrupted
sleep, insomnia, distraction, hyperactivity, collecting objects,
exaggerated forecasting, self-blame, guilt, unbelief , hallucinations, constant stress, paralysis, etc.

5. FROM WHERE DOES FEAR COME?
Fear comes from agents of darkness.
They are the devil’s messengers who persecute us, bringing misfortune to our lives. They look for doors to approach us.
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They operate in our mind and emotions. The demons of fear
enter through at least five doors: Sin, occultism, experiences,
apprehension, and heredity.
a. Sin: “And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto
him, ‘Where art thou?’ And he said, ‘I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked, and I hid myself’”
(Genesis 3:9-10). ”The wicked flee when no man pursueth, but
the righteous are bold as a lion” (Proverbs 28.1).
b. Occultism: When someone has received demons of
dread, terror, fear, insomnia etc., placed by witches in the practice of the occult. Insecurity and fear are the basis of witchcraft
for working in humans. A person goes to a sorcerer because he
fears, and is either ignorant of God or distrusts His help. Many
insecure people are victims of sorcerers who work through deception and lies. They also work through cinema, television,
the internet, false churches, etc. Beware! Horror films open
doors to hell.
c. Experiences: Fears may also be rooted in traumatic
experiences we had in our childhood. Trauma arises because
of domestic violence, rape, abduction, illness, misery, nakedness, etc. Every negative experience brings fear, and this fear
becomes forever recorded in our emotions.
d. Apprehension: These are the fears instilled by bad news
or fears that others transmit unto us. For example: “Do not marry because it won’t go well for you.”“Don’t start up that business
because you’re going to fail.” Many fears have been instilled in
us by others.
e. Heredity: Many fears are terrors that our ancestors
have suffered and are recorded in our DNA or genetic inheriApostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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tance. If someone in our genealogical tree died of a stroke, it
was recorded in the genetics of the descendants.
Someone said that “the fears of today are the terrors of
yesterday.” In our genetics is also a record of the emotional
damage suffered by our parents. It’s their legacy of fear, of
which we must rid ourselves, so that it doesn’t come also to
oppress our descendants.

6. SURROUNDED BY FEAR
We mentioned afore that sin is the cause of fear. But the
Word also says that fear in itself is a sin before God. “Fear hath
torment” (1 John 4.18). God hates fear, because it goes hand in
hand with unbelief (Revelation 21.8).
Many of the problems of our lives are the result of us placing our fear where we shouldn’t. The only one we have to fear is
God (Matthew 10.28). Fear only has a place in us when we are
dealing with salvation (Philippians 2:12).
Israel left Egypt, having seen the power of God and following Moses, the servant of the Lord. But Israel still did not fear
God. So God moved Pharaoh to pursue them. The Lord wanted
to teach His people whom they should really fear.
They had just left Egypt and slavery, but upon reaching the
Red Sea, they found themselves trapped, with Pharaoh and his
army behind them and mountains all around. The ghosts from
Israel’s past came after them: hunger, misery, slavery, torture,
and death. The wide Red Sea also instilled fear in them. They
were surrounded.
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7. ESCAPING FEAR
But them Moses’ voice is heard strongly shouting out to the
people: March! “Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of
the Lord, which he will shew you today: for the Egyptians whom ye
seen today, ye shall see them again no more forever. The Lord shall
fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace” (Exodus 14.13-14).
The Red Sea parted before them and they began to cross
it on dry ground. A pillar of fire appeared to give them light
through the night, while at the same time holding off Pharaoh.
When the Israelites reached the other side, the Red Sea closed
again, burying Pharaoh and his army forever. There was no
turning back. Israel would not return to Egypt, nor would it be
its slave again.
Now the people are singing, “The Lord shall reign forever and
ever. For the horse of Pharaoh went in with his chariots and with
his horsemen into the sea, and the Lord brought again the waters
of the sea upon them; but the children of Israel went on dry land in
the midst of the sea” (Exodus 15.18-19).

8. CONCLUSION
Speaking of Israel, Paul says that “And were all baptized
unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea” (1 Corinthians 10.2).
When we step out in faith and are baptized in the name
of Jesus Christ, He buries our sins, the ghosts of the past that
haunt us, and all fear.
The Red Sea is still open and the pillar of fire is lit for anyone
who wants to leave behind the bondage of fear. With faith in
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our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the fire of His Holy Spirit in our
hearts, it is possible to leave behind all fear.
“For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and
of love, and of a sound mind” (2 Timothy 1.7). Let us learn to
fight against fear, and receive from God’s Spirit, a heart free of
all terror.
1. What will you do about your fears?
2. Start by studying Psalm 91 in your home.
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LESSON 39

A
Grateful
Heart
Icebreaker: Why do men forget what they have re-

ceived so easily?

1 Thessalonians 5.18: “In everything give thanks, for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”

1. INTRODUCTION
The purpose of this lesson is that we understand more
clearly the reason why we should practice gratitude, recognizing that all that we have has come to us through the love and
mercy of God.
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There should be in us a sensation in our heart that allows us
to reflect upon God’s greatness and goodness towards us. But
above all, an attitude of gratitude that helps us, not only feel
happy for what we have, but also to humbly acknowledge from
where all the things we enjoy proceed.
Having a grateful heart means to live thanking God for the
good and the not so good things that happen in life. The first
step to be able to cultivate this attitude is to note the blessings
that God bestows upon us.

2. THE DISEASE OF INGRATITUDE
A very eloquent example of ingratitude is found in
Luke17.12-19. Jesus entered a village and ten lepers asked
Him to heal them (v.12). Jesus told them to go to the priests
(v.14). While on their way, they were healed (v.14). But out
of the ten, only one returned; the one who was a foreigner
(v.15). Jesus said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But where
are the nine?”
What do you think is the reason why the other nine never
returned? The answer is that not only were their bodies afflicted (with leprosy), but their spirits were also ill, sick with indifference and ingratitude.
This problem also shows its ugly head in the Old Testament. Time after time, Israel behaved ungratefully before God,
despite the many favors He granted them. Israel was sick with
murmurings and complaints during the 40 years of their journey in the wilderness. The result was that practically none of
those who were delivered from slavery in Egypt were able to
enter the land God promised.
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Ingratitude is a serious sin in God’s eyes, and sadly, many
live in it and do not even realize it. If there are grateful nonChristians, how much more should we be grateful, we who have
received the Holy Spirit of God, who guides us and teaches us
how to be grateful sons and daughters?

3. JESUS, AN EXAMPLE OF GRATITUDE
The Lord left us several examples of how our attitude in
life should be. In the Gospels we find four occasions where He
demonstrated gratitude unto the Father:
a. After the disciples of John went to question Him
(Matthew 11.25).
b. At Lazarus’ tomb (John 11.41-42).
c.

When He broke the bread before the multitudes
(Matthew 5.36; Mark 8.6).

d. The night when He was betrayed, as He broke bread
with His disciples (Matthew 26.27; Luke 22.17-19).

4. FOUR WAYS OF GIVING THANKS
We can learn some practical lessons today from the abovementioned examples of Jesus:
a. We should always thank God for having revealed the
truth to us. We have not received revelation by being
intelligent, but because He opened our understanding.
Without it, we would continue to be children lacking
knowledge.
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b. We need to express gratitude for the food He provides
for us. No matter how hard we have worked to get what
we have, He continues to be the source from where all
our blessings come!
c.

We also need to give thanks in adversity. Jesus knew
how to give thanks to God for His will, even though it
was like a “cup of bitterness” to Him.

d. We need to give thanks to God because He always
hears us when we pray. Every prayer of ours should
start, continue, and end with thanksgiving.

5. A GRATEFUL HEART TOWARDS OTHERS
So that gratefulness may continue to live in our hearts, we
must also learn to practice it with those around us.
a. Let’s pay attention to others. When we ignore a person,
we are telling them that they are not good enough
for us. The Word of God says that we should consider
others greater than ourselves” (Philippians 2.3).
b. Let’s appreciate others. We usually appreciate a person
for what they do for us. Our appreciation for others increases or decreases depending on what they offer us.
What a mistake! The Lord said:
“But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping
for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye
shall be the children of the Highest: for he is kind unto the
unthankful and to the evil” (Luke 6:35).
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c.

Let’s affirm others. Let us affirm someone, not for what
they have done, but for who they are, even if what they
have accomplished is very little or nothing at all. Every
human being is extremely valuable.

6. CONCLUSION
If we try to live continuously conscious of the glorious salvation that Jesus Christ obtained for us at Calvary, it will be very
difficult to fall into the trap of ingratitude, indifference, or arrogance.
Let us keep this in mind: He has given us the greatest gift,
which is eternal life, and many other blessings, such as having
good brothers in the faith and a precious church to which we
belong. At the cross Jesus became our all, for which we should
have a grateful heart towards Him.
How do you plan to demonstrate gratitude to God and to
others this week?
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LESSON 40

A Heart
Free of
Evil Roots
Icebreaker:
What do you think about when you see a well-kept garden?
Hebrews 12.15: “Looking diligently lest any man fail of the
grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you,
and thereby many be defiled.”

1. INTRODUCTION
Many times we think and behave in ways that do not
please God. This produces conflicts within us that manifest
themselves in three levels: (1) Visible actions (2) Visible attiApostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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tudes, and (3) Evil roots. Three roots that cause conflicts within
us are:: (1) Bitterness, (2) Greed, and (3) Moral impurity.
We can also identify the characteristics of each of these
three sources of conflict. After knowing the harmful effects of
these roots of conflict, we come to the conclusion that if we
want to live a victorious life, we need to eliminate all evil roots
from our heart. Specifically, we must: (1) Find a way to cut them
out and remove them as soon as possible and (2) Prevent them
from coming back and growing.

2. HOW DO YOU ELIMINATE EVIL ROOTS
THAT HAVE GROWN?
First of all, we need to believe that this is possible! There
is nothing impossible for our God. Now, it is necessary to understand that all our conflicts are caused by us resisting God’s
grace, for the Word of God teaches us that the only thing that
can kill the evil roots in our lives is precisely the grace of God.
And what is the grace of God? It is the desire and ability
that He gives us to do His perfect will. 1 Corinthians 15.10:
“But by the grace of God I am what I am: and his grace which was
bestowed upon me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which was
with me.”
Ephesians 3.7: “Whereof [Gospel] I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power.” Galatians 2.20-21: “I am crucified
with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. I do not frustrate the
grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is
dead in vain.” Philippians 2.13: “For it is God which worketh in
you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.”

3. RECEIVING GRACE
Grace is a motivator that comes from God.
Without God in us, we can do nothing. Romans 3.10-12
says, “As it is written, there is none righteous, no, not one: there
is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.
They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.” In other
words, victory or defeat, harmony or chaos, joy or unhappiness;
everything in our Christian life is directly related to the grace of
God in us.
The only way to receive God’s grace is through humility: “God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble”
(James 4.6). A humble Christian is the one who acknowledges
his or her need of God, in all areas and moments of their life. He
or she is one who:
(1) Maintains a prayer life and reads the Bible. (2) Guards
their mind from everything that provokes temptation. (3) Cultivates their marriage as well as marital intimacy, maintaining
a healthy and orderly relationship. (4) Physically speaking, accepts themselves as God has created them. (5) Accepts that
God will always supply their needs and doesn’t need to depend
on gambling or loans. (6) Treats everyone with the utmost respect. (7) Dresses modestly and with discretion, trying not to
be a stumbling stone to anyone.
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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4. HOW TO KEEP EVIL ROOTS FROM
GROWING AGAIN
Every time that we are offended, we have the natural tendency to do unto others as they have done to us, that is to say,
pay evil for evil. However, at that precise moment God grants us
grace to forgive those who have offended us. But if we resist His
grace, the immediate result is bitterness.
When we hear of others’ prosperity, immediately we are
granted grace to be grateful to God for the things that we have
and to be able to focus on the things that have eternal value. If
that grace is rejected, we experience greed.
Each time that we are tempted, God grants us the grace to
reaffirm our commitment to Him, to meditate upon the Scriptures and thus, resist the devil. This is using God’s way of escape
that He has provided for us. But if we neglect God’s grace, we
will fall into the trap of moral impurity.

5. CONCLUSION
Hebrews 12.15: “Looking diligently lest any man fail of the
grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you,
and thereby many be defiled.” In other words, if we separate ourselves from the grace of God, evil roots will grow in our hearts.
But if we seek God’s grace, the opposite will happen. Every evil
root will be removed from us and God will give us a pure heart.
Please mention some visible actions that have produced
conflict in your life. How do you plan on resolving these
conflicts?
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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LESSON 41

A
Wise Heart

Icebreaker:
What is the first thing that comes to your mind when you
hear the word “wisdom”?
1 Kings 3.12:
“Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there was
none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like
unto thee.”
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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1. INTRODUCTION
God told Salomon to ask for whatever he desired. Salomon
could have asked for power, riches or fame, and God would
have given them to him (He doesn’t lie nor repent). But no, Salomon chose to ask God for wisdom, and God joyfully gave it
to him. Like King Salomon, God can give us a wise heart; all we
have to do is ask.

2. WHY WE NEED A WISE HEART
All men think they are doing what is right. However, God is
the only one that can give human beings real intelligence and
wisdom.
a. The wise heart is the one that has God’s approval. “Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the LORD
pondereth the hearts” (Proverbs 21.2).
b. The wise heart wins. “If the iron be blunt, and he do not
whet the edge, then must he put to more strength; but
wisdom is profitable to direct” (Ecclesiastes 10.10)
c.

The wise heart is enabled and qualified through experience. “The ear that heareth the reproof of life abideth
among the wise” (Proverbs 15.31).

d. The wise heart endures. “There are many devices in a
man’s heart; nevertheless the counsel of the LORD, that
shall stand” (Proverbs 19.21).

Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus

Me and My House Will Serve the Lord.indd 212

6/19/13 1:15:23 PM

The Strategy of Jesus To Day

213

e. The wise heart leads to salvation. “And that from a child
thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to
make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 3.15).

3. THE FOOLISH HEART
What is the opposite of a wise heart? A foolish heart. The
Bible describes the fool as one that:
a. Doesn’t believe in God: “The fool hath said in his heart,
‘There is no God’” (Psalm 14.1).
b. Trusts only in himself: “He that trusteth in his own heart
is a fool: but whose walketh wisely, he shall be delivered”
(Proverbs 28.26).
c.

Depises wisdom: “Speak not in the ears of a fool: for he
will despise the wisdom of thy words” (Proverbs 23.9).

d. Is incapable of weighing the consequences of his actions, therefore incapable of making wise decisions:
“The wise man’s eyes are in his head; but the fool walketh
in darkness…” (Ecclesiastes 2.14).
e. Desires only to talk, and not listen: “A fool hath no delight in understanding, but that his heart may discover
itself” (Proverbs 18.2).
f.

Likes strife: “It is an honor for a man to cease from strife;
but every fool will be meddling” (Proverbs 20.3).
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g. Believes he/she is wise: “For the wisdom of this world is
foolishness with God. For it is written, He taketh the wise
in their own craftiness” (1 Corinthians 3:19).
h. Is arrogant if one tries to reason with him/her: “A wise
man feareth, and departeth from evil: but the fool rageth,
and is confident” (Proverbs 14.16).

4. GOD AND THE FOOLISH
Do you know someone that every now and then—or
always—acts foolishly? Don’t try to fix him/her; God is the
only one who can. Your job is to love that person and pray
for him/her.
a. Pray that the fear of the Lord would lay hold of him/her:
“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and
the knowledge of the holy is understanding” (Proverbs
9.10).
b. Pray for wise advise for him/her: “Blessed is the man that
walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly…” (Psalm 1.1).
c.

Pray that the Holy Ghost would descend upon him/
her: “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will
guide you into all truth: for He shall not speak of himself;
but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he
will show you things to come” (John 16.13).

d. Continue praying for him/her, for even if that wrong
person’s decisions continue, you have the comfort of
knowing that you have done your part, and God will
bring something good out of all that.
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5. CONCLUSION
In God dwells all the wisdom that humans need: “If any of
you lack wisdom let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraided not; and it shall be given him” (James 1.5).
In other words, we need to ask the LORD daily for His direction;
for His advice. Let us praise the name of Jesus for wisdom that
He gives us: “I will bless the LORD, who hath given me counsel: my
reins also instruct me in the night seasons” (Psalm 16.7).
What steps will you take this week to have a wiser heart?
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LESSON 42

A Heart
Like God’s
Heart
Icebreaker: Has the doctor ever used a stethoscope

on you? Share that moment.

Acts 13.22: “And when he [God] had removed him, he raised
up unto them David to be their king; to whom also he gave their
testimony, and said, I have found David the son of Jesse, a man
after mine own heart, which shall fulfill all my will.”

1. INTRODUCTION
Today many are seeking out doctrines and knowledge,
which is good; but what about their heart? The heart of a person
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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is more important than their intellect. A person with a heart devoted to God, and is unaware of some doctrines, is better than
a person who has the correct doctrine, but has an evil heart.
Finally, the man with a good heart will be led by the Holy Spirit
to the correct doctrines: “If any man will do his will, he shall know
of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself”
(John 7.17).

2. DAVID’S HEART
Let’s examine David’s heart. The Bible presents him as one
of the greatest men in the history of God’s people, and the
only one of whom it is said that he had a heart after God’s own
heart. That was said when David received the anointing as King
of Israel (1 Samuel 13.14), and it was repeated after his death,
about a thousand years later in Acts 13.22. Here, Paul adds that
David did everything that God wanted him to do.
Some will ask: “Wasn’t this the David who committed murder and adultery? Did he not take a census of the troops at a time
when he shouldn’t have?” Why does Paul affirm that David did
everything that God asked him? Let us consider two important
things about David:
a. When David failed, his heart, which was after God’s own
heart, moved him to repent deeply, and to break down until
God forgave his sins. Psalm 51 is the greatest confession in the
Bible, and a lesson of how we should repent before God.
b. David was not a hardened sinner. He did not sin repeatedly, as if he didn’t care. He knew that sin breaks one’s relationship with God. His psalms, which he wrote, indicate that, above
all else, he wanted to have an intimate relationship with God.
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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3. A HEART WITHOUT RESENTMENT
David could handle many situations, but he could not handle a life without the Spirit of God. That’s how it is for a man
with a heart after God’s own heart. Since God has no resentments—He never has had them—neither did David have them.
How about you? If you do, then you are not a Christian after
God’s own heart.
We learn from David, and from the Lord, that there are no
justified resentments. David could have been one of the bitterest men in the Bible. For more than seventeen years King
Saul treated David as if he were a rabid dog, persecuting him
throughout Israel, making his life as miserable as possible. As a
king ordained by God, David was supposed to live in a palace,
instead of humid and cold caves. He was supposed to persecute God’s, instead of being persecuted by one of his brothers
in the faith.
Yet, when Saul died, instead of rejoicing, David mourned
over his death in such a sincere and honest way that all Israel
mourned him (2 Samuel 1.11–12). In verses 19 through 27,
we have the song with the eulogy that David wrote for the man
who wanted to kill him. This would not have been possible if
David harbored any resentment against Saul.
We tend to hold resentments against someone who has
hurt us or has disappointed us, for things much smaller than
what David suffered. Some hold resentments against the family
because they did not receive an inheritance, against their boss
because they are not paid what they’re worth, against their
spouse because they disrespected them, against their pastor
because they were not chosen for a position in church, and the
list can go on.
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May the Lord have mercy on us! Where can we find a Christian with a heart after God’s own heart? Where do we find a
man or a woman without resentments against anyone? How
do our hearts compare with David’s heart? All of our religious
works and our witness are no more than mere hypocrisy if we
hold any resentment against anyone. Jesus said: “Forgive, if ye
have ought against any…” (Mark 11.25–26).
Here, Jesus says that if we do not forgive others, our Father
in heaven will not forgive us either. This means that if we hold
any resentment against someone, our prayers will not reach
past our heads, and that we are miserable Christians, and without forgiveness. Is it possible for someone who is not forgiven
to go to heaven?

4. DELIVERED FROM OUR RESENTMENT
We must rid ourselves of our resentments. We must approach God with a pure heart. Harboring resentment is bad for
the spirit. When we have resentments we cannot feel the presence of God. We are walking in the flesh, and the flesh is an
enemy of God (Romans 8.7-8).
How can we rid ourselves of our resentments? Above all,
we must ask God to help us understand how serious this mortal
sin is. If we don’t work at getting rid of our resentments, these
will remain in a hidden room inside our heart, ruining our relationship with God.
Those harboring resentments usually form divisions of discontentment in the churches. They try to find someone who
is sympathetic to their cause. They go to others who are also
discontent. They never go to one of God’s saints because they
would never sympathize with any resented individual’s cause.
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Me and My House Will Serve the Lord.indd 219

6/19/13 1:15:23 PM

220

Me and my House will Serve the Lord

Every pastor can see two types of people in his congregation: the happy and content on the one hand, and on the other,
those who are unhappy and negative, who almost always harbor resentment against someone. And when those with resentments in a church join up, how great a problem that creates!
But if the happy join together, the fire of revival is lit.
Holding resentments is not only bad for the soul, it is also
bad for the body. When we have resentments, we also have
anxiety, which produces toxins. These toxins can cause allergies, arthritis, hypertension, and cancer. When the body is undergoing stress, the number of white blood cells drops; thus,
the immune system is weakened. The resentful are miserable in
body, soul, and spirit.
We must repent of these resentments and confess them
to the person with whom we feel resentment. Resentments always try to come back, therefore, we need to go again to the
person that we once resented and ask them to forgive us again,
until we have become so tired of our sins and of this bad spirit
that the Holy Spirit performs the necessary work.

5. MAKING A DISNTINCTION BETWEEN
THE MAN FROM THE ENEMY
For seventeen years David had been mistreated, disrespected, suffering many emotional and physical hardships.
How was he able to live without harboring resentments in his
heart? Could we, as David did, continue singing through such
persecutions?
David had the ability of distinguishing the man from the
enemy. He did not forget that Saul was a man created in God’s
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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image, a precious soul that is more valuable than the whole
world. He also knew that his enemy was Saul’s weak flesh. David simply focused on Saul’s value as God’s anointed, and ignored the rest.

6. CONCLUSION
While on the cross, Jesus spoke on behalf of His accusers:
“Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do” (Luke
23.34). When someone mistreats us we need to see him or her
as Jesus sees us. We will be happier and healthier Christians. If
we think and act this way, one day we will become Christians
after God’s own heart; Christians through whom God will be
able to accomplish all His purposes.
“Ye have heard that it was said of them of old time, ‘Thou shalt
not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment:’ 22 But I say unto you, ‘That whosoever is angry with his
brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and
whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the
council:’ but whosoever shall say, ‘Thou fool, shall be in danger of
hell fire.’ 23 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there
rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; 24 Leave
there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to
thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift’” (Mateo 5.21-24).
What will you do this week in order to have a heart like
God’s heart?
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LESSON 43

The Treasure
of the

Narrow Path

Icebreaker: Is the majority always right? What do you

think?

Matthew 7.13-14: “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide
is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and
many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow the
road that leads to life, and only a few find it.”

1. INTRODUCTION
The path of which we speak here is the way that we walk
through life; our direction, focus, objectives; the steps we take.
Jesus affirmed that there is only one correct path in life, alApostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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though narrow. The other way, the wide path, leads to destruction. But sadly, many prefer it!
Every day we choose one of these two paths. The correct
path leads us towards God and eternal life and the other towards condemnation. Let us consider carefully what the Bible
tells us about the path that we must travel.

2. THE CORRECT PATH
God wants us to walk:
a. With impeccable morals: “No good thing does He withhold, from those whose walk is blameless” (Psalm
84.11 NIV).
b. In honesty: “Whoso walketh uprightly shall be saved”
(Proverbs 28.18).
c.

With good advisers: “Blessed is the one who does not
walk in step with the wicked” (Psalm 1.1 NIV).

d. With wise people: “He who walks with wise men will be
wise” (Proverbs 13.20 NKJV).
e. In obedience: “Blessed are all who fear the Lord; who
walk in obedience to him” (Psalm 128.1 NIV).
f.

In integrity: “Whoever walks in integrity walks securely”
(Proverbs 10.9 NIV).

g. In humility: “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech
you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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called, with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering,
forbearing one another in love” (Ephesians 4.1-2).
h. In peace: “My mouth has not transgressed. Though
people tried to bribe me, I have kept myself from the ways
of the violent through what your lips have commanded.
My steps have held to your paths; my feet have not stumbled” (Psalm 17.3-5 NIV).

3. THE PATH OF HOLINESS
More than anything, we need to walk in holiness. This is the
path that God has given us: … “The way of holiness; the unclean
shall not pass over it; but it shall be for those: the wayfaring men,
though fools, shall not err therein” (Isaiah 35.8).
a. Faith, repentance, and our obedience to the Gospel
place us in the path of holiness. “For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3.26).
b. Once in this path, the Word of God becomes our lamp
for the dark journeys in life: “Thy word is a lamp unto my
feet, and a light unto my path” (Psalm 119.105).
c.

Prayer is our daily companion. “Praying always with all
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints”
(Ephesians 6.18).

d. And the Spirit of God is our guide: “If we live in the Spirit,
let us also walk in the Spirit” (Galatians 5:25).
Paul says that “…they that are in the flesh cannot please God”
(Romans 8.8). This means that walking in the Spirit, and not in
the flesh, maintains us firmly in the Path of Holiness.
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But maybe there is someone here who, having found the
narrow path, has been moving away from it, and therefore displeasing God. If our steps have been taking us through the other
path, this is the moment to ask God for forgiveness; to ask that
He give us a heart willing to obey and a deep repentance for any
action we might have taken that may not have been His will.
If we have been living far from God’s path, we need to confess it quickly, for He invites us: “Stand ye in the ways, and see,
and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein,
and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, ‘We will not walk
therein’” (Jeremiah 6:16).

4. JESUS IS THE WAY
Jesus said that He is the Way (John 14.6). That is why the
name “The Way of Holiness” appears in capital letters in Isaiah
35.8. The prophet is referring to Christ. Paul also says: “As ye
have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him”
(Colossians 2.6).
Why should we walk in Christ? Because none of us really
know, in and of ourselves, how to walk. Jeremiah prayed: “O
Lord, I know that the way of man is not in himself: it is not in man
that walketh to direct his steps” (Jeremiah 10.23). That is why
God desires to guide every step of our lives. He wants us to
have a good destiny.
“Ye shall walk in all the ways which the Lord your God hath commanded you, that ye may live, and that it may be well with you, and
that ye may prolong your days in the land which ye shall possess”
(Deuteronomy 5.33). “Having therefore these promises, dearly
beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God” (2 Corinthians 7.1).
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And if we really want to serve Jesus, we need a more intimate walk with Him, and for Him to reveal any hidden sin in
us that might keep us from walking correctly in His presence
(Psalms 101.6).

5. CONCLUSION
Walking with God changes all of our life. Taking the narrow
path affects all aspects of our being: how we relate with other
people, how we treat our family, how others see us, and even
our exterior appearance.
If in your life you received the Lord with love, that’s the way
you should continue walking. If you started this path with great
joy, continue joyfully. And if you still haven’t taken your first
steps, you can do so now. You need the Lord to grant you a new
walk with Him.
Our prayer is that you find the treasure of the narrow path;
that the Holy Spirit of God would lead you there. We have this
promise of the Lord: “…when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he
will guide you into all truth” (John 16.13).
Walking with God is the only way to arrive to His presence
one day. Like Enoch, a type and figure of the Church: “And Enoch
walked with God: and he was not; for God took him” (Genesis
5.24). Amen.
t

How are you walking?

t

In what aspects of your walk do you think you need to
change?
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LESSON 44

The Treasure

of the Name
of Jesus
Icebreaker:
How important are names and their meaning to you?

1. INTRODUCTION
Judges 13.17: “And Manoa said unto the angel of the Lord,
‘What is thy name?’” Genesis 32.29: “And Jacob asked him, and
said, ‘Tell me, I pray thee, thy name.’”
Exodus 3.13: “…and they shall say to me, ‘What is his name?’”
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Proverbs 30.4: “…What is his name, and his son’s name, if
thou canst tell?”
Isaiah 52.6: “Therefore my people shall know my name.”
The reason why we have so many questions in the Old Testament about the name of God is because He had hidden it, to
reveal it in this dispensation, during the Church Age.

2. EL NOMBRE DE DIOS EN EL NUEVO TESTAMENTO
Matthew 1.21: “And thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he
shall save his people from their sins.” This is the revelation of the
true name of God: Jesus, which means “Jehovah-Savior”. Jesus
is the true name of our God, the one that reveals Him as our
only Savior.
The known phrase “Father, Son, and Holy Spirit” does not
contain the name of God. It’s the same as when we say that
man has a body, soul, and a spirit. True, but none of these terms
tell us the name of the person. For example, what bank would
cash a check signed “Body, Soul, Spirit”? None; because for the
bank to authorize it, the check needs the signature of the person, that is to say, his name.

3. JESUS CAME IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER
John 5.43: “I am come in my Father’s name.” John 10.25: “…
the works that I do in my Father’s name.” John 17.26: “I have declared unto them thy name, and will declare it.” Acts 7.59: “And
they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.” Acts 9.5: “Who art thou, Lord (Jehovah)? And
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus.’” Acts 9.17: “Brother Saul, the Lord, even
Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath
sent me.” Revelation 22.16: “I Jesus have sent mine angel to testify unto you.”
This biblical evidence decisively proves that the name
of the Father is Jesus.

4. THE NAME OF JESUS IS ABOVE EVERY
NAME
Philippians 2.9: “Wherefore God also hath highly exalted
him, and given him a name which is above every name.” Hallelujah! Jesus Christ is the name of Deity, the only sovereign God.
Therefore, His name is above the name of the greatest king
that has ever reigned; of the best general that has ever won a
battle; of the most brilliant scientist, inventor, or architect; of
the most brilliant artist, musician, or poet; of the most intelligent attorney, doctor, or preacher.
His name is superior to any other name in heaven, on earth,
or in hell. His name is greater than any other historical, current,
or future person. His name transcends all human limits.

5. THERE IS SALVATION IN THE NAME OF JESUS

CHRIST

Matthew 1.21: “And thou shalt call his name JESUS: for
he shall save his people from their sins.” Acts 4.12: “Neither is
there salvation in any other: for there is none other name unApostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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der heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” 1
Timothy 2.5: “For there is one God, and one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” The name of Jesus is the
only name that saves.

6. JESUS CHRIST IS THE NAME IN WHICH
WE SHOULD BE BAPTIZED
First of all, we need to understand Matthew 28.19. Jesus didn’t tell His disciples that when they baptized that they
should repeat His words: “Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.” Jesus
told them to baptize in the “Name”. Note that the word “Name”
here is singular, not plural.
Furthermore, the words, “Father, Son, and Holy Spirit” are
not names; they are titles that designate a person that has a
name, and that name is Jesus. The name of the Father, of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit is Jesus Christ!
What shall we do then? Will we truly obey Jesus’ commandment or shall we just repeat His words? We must understand
that those who have been baptized in the titles “Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit have not been baptized according to the Bible.
Water baptism must be in the name of Jesus Christ. Acts
2.38: “…be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins…” was the conclusion of the first
Apostolic sermon, preached by Peter. Let us search the Bible
more to see in what name the Apostles preached and baptized:
Luke 24.47; Acts 8.12; 8.16; 10.48; 19.5; 22.16; 1 Corinthians 1.13.
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7. MANY BLESSINGS IN THE NAME OF JESUS
There is healing in the name of Jesus: Acts 3.6; 3.16. There
is power in the name of Jesus: Mark 16.17; Luke 10.17. There
is protection in the name of Jesus: Proverbs 18.10. Prayers in
the name of Jesus are answered: John 14.14. The Holy Spirit is
given in the name of Jesus: John 14.26.

8. CONCLUSION
Why do so many people doubt the importance of the name
of Jesus? Some mock this great truth saying that “Jesus” has no
more value than any other name. It is very obvious that they are
still in darkness with regards to this glorious revelation.
Colossians 3.17. There is no other name that we can invoke in our prayers, or any name that we can worship in our life.
There is no other name that brings salvation and so many other
blessings. Jesus is the name above every name. Let us thank
our Lord Jesus for the precious treasure of this revelation!
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LESSON 45

The
Treasure
of Prayer
Icebreaker:
Is prayer an option or a necessity?
Mark 11.15-17: “And they come to Jerusalem: and Jesus
went into the temple, and began to cast out them that sold and
bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves; And would not
suffer that any man should carry any vessel through the temple.
And he taught, saying unto them, Is it not written, My house shall
be called of all nations the house of prayer? but ye have made it a
den of thieves.”
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1. INTRODUCTION
Towards the end of His ministry, Jesus entered the temple
in Jerusalem and began casting out the people. Why would Jesus do such a thing? The image we have of Him contrasts greatly with the one in the Scriptures. It’s not easy picturing the Lord
as being angry, turning over tables, and pushing people, but
the situation He found in the temple was such that He had no
other choice.

2. THE LORD COMES TO HIS HOUSE
In all reality, this is the second time that Jesus cleanses the
temple. The first was at the beginning of His ministry, when he
actually used a whip: “And found in the temple those that sold
oxen and sheep and doves, and the changers of money sitting:
And when he had made a scourge of small cords, he drove them all
out of the temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the
changers’ money, and overthrew the tables; And said unto them
that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father’s
house an house of merchandise” (John 2.14-16).
As man, Jesus would go up to Jerusalem once a year to offer a sacrifice, just like any other faithful Israelite. But as God in
the flesh, He came to His own city and to His own house, exactly
as Malachi had warned four centuries prior: “[He] shall suddenly
come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye
delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts” (Malachi 3.1-3).
Every Jewish male would pay an annual temple tax, using the national currency. If someone would come from an-
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other country, bringing foreign currency, they would have to
exchange it into Jewish currency to make the payment. The
moneychangers would charge an unreasonable fee for the exchange. They also had to bring blameless animals to sacrifice,
which were carefully inspected. It was a very difficult mission
to bring them from afar and in good condition, so they would
rather buy them at the temple. But the sellers charged a very
high price because they had to make a profit for the priests.
God’s people were exploited in His own temple!

3. HOUSE OF PRAYER
It had been only three years since the first cleansing of the
temple and some had already forgotten Jesus’ lesson. Once
again, God’s house was being prostituted for incorrect purposes. The temple moneychangers and the merchants worked in
the temple, they served in the temple, but they did not possess,
and much less understand the spirit of the temple.
God had announced: “Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer: their burnt offerings and their sacrifices shall be accepted upon mine altar; for
mine house shall be called an house of prayer for all people” (Isaiah 56.7). In other words, God was proclaiming: “the atmosphere
in My house should be one of prayer.”
But those Jews were not in harmony with God’s purpose.
Without a doubt, they would’ve protested then: “we are only doing our job”. But Jesus wasn’t impressed with either their efforts
or their religiosity. Jesus was and is interested in knowing what
brings us to His house, what we seek there.
Is there a verse in the Bible that says, “My house shall be
called a house of conferences” or a “music house” or a “house of
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus
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ministries”? No! What do people say when they leave our services and meetings? Are they saying, “what a great preacher” or
“good musicians”? May God grant us that they would say, “God
is so good, that prayer changed my life”!

4. THE LOST TREASURE OF PRAYER
Today, many churches try to take advantage of the technological resources, the massive means of communication,
the political influence, and even public protests. Was this the
way the early Christians operated? No! Let us read Acts 4.2331. This is a distinctive feature of the true Church of God: they
prayed about everything, in every place, and for everyone. Jesus’ Church knows that nothing or no one is an impossible case
for prayer.
Undoubtedly, the cry of our first brothers determined Saul’s
conversion, the persecutor of the Church. In answer to those
prayers, God called Ananias to baptize Saul in the name of Jesus. Saul had already been blind and in a house for three days
as a result of his famous encounter with God on the road to
Damascus. What brought tranquility for the anxious Ananias?
“For behold, he is praying” (Acts 9.11).
Later, Paul wrote to the brethren in Thessalonica: “Finally,
brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free
course, and be glorified, even as it is with you” (2 Thessalonians
3.1). He also encouraged Timothy: “I exhort therefore, that, first
of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks,
be made for all men” (1 Timothy 2.1). And in verse 8 he adds:
“I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting up holy hands,
without wrath and doubting.”
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Salvation, itself, begins with prayer:
“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved. How then shall they call on him in whom they have not
believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have
not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how
shall they preach, except they be sent” (Romans 10.13-15)?
Sending evangelists to preach, for unbelievers to hear the
message and believe…in all reality, every effort of the Church
is leading up to the point where people finally call on the name
of the Lord. Everything that we do in the Body of Christ should
lead there: that the sinner would cry out for his salvation.
Sadly, prayer has been converted into a lost treasure in the
Church. In hour temples today, we have everything: good music, efficient ministries, great theological preparation, and much
more. But we lack something (Revelation 3.17-18).
We have also lost this treasure in our homes. We have more
books that advise us on marriage and on educating children,
yet they mention so little about prayer. These experts on these
subjects seemed to have forgotten this simple and indisputable truth: “The family that prays together stays together.” What
would happen in our homes if we would invest more time praying together?

5. CONCLUSION
The Word of God invites us: “Let us therefore come boldly unto
the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to
help in time of need” (Hebrews 4.16).

Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus

Me and My House Will Serve the Lord.indd 236

6/19/13 1:15:25 PM

The Strategy of Jesus To Day

237

We have some marvelous promises of God: “And ye shall
seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your
heart” (Jeremiah 29.13). “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and
ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: For every one
that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that
knocketh it shall be opened” (Matthew 7.7-8).
The Lord comes to His house every time that we gather in
His name.
t

Can we really tell Him that our church is a house of
prayer?

t

Can someone tell Him that his/her home is a house of
prayer?

t

What are you going to do to draw nearer to God?

t

Are you willing to pray more this week?
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LESSON 46

The Treasure

of God’s
House

Icebreaker:

How important to our spiritual lives is
gathering in God’s house?
Psalm 84.1-4: “How amiable are thy tabernacles, O LORD
of hosts! My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the
LORD : my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God. Yea, the
sparrow hath found an house, and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may lay her young, even thine altars, O LORD of hosts,
my King, and my God. Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they
will be still praising thee.”
Let us also consider Psalms 27.4; 122.1; 92.13-14; 23.6.
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1. INTRODUCTION
The dictionary indicates that “amiable” means: (Latin, amabilis) Worthy of being loved, affable, attentive.
The word “house” means: (Latin, casa, choza). A building to
be inhabited; family, group of persons living together; descendents with the same last name and origin.

2. JESUS AND THE APOSTLES IN THE
HOUSE OF GOD
When we read the New Testament, we can easily note: Jesus had great love for the house of God. A very distinguished
and frequent action in the Lord’s life was periodically visiting
the temple. More than forty times it is mentioned in the Gospels where the Lord entered some synagogue or the temple:
Lucas 19.47: “And he taught daily in the temple. But the chief
priests and the scribes and the chief of the people sought to destroy
him.” Lucas 4.16: “And he came to Nazareth, where he had been
brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue
on the sabbath day, and stood up for to read.”
It was no different in the case of the Apostles. In the book of
Acts, we find that the Apostles went to the temple many times
to pray and to preach to the people. Acts 2.46: “And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread
from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart.” Acts 3.1: “Now Peter and John went up together
into the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour.”
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3. SEVEN REASONS WHY THE HOUSE OF
GOD IS A TREASURE
a. We worship His name and we experience His presence
in God’s house. See 2 Chronicles 5.13-14.
b. The house of God is the best place to pray. Matthew
21.13: “[Jesus] said unto them, it is written, My house
shall be called the house of prayer …”
c.

We receive instruction in the house of God. Micah 4.2:
“And many nations shall come, and say, Come, and let us
go up to the mountain of the LORD, and to the house of
the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we
will walk in his paths.” John 8.2: “And early in the morning he came again into the temple, and all the people
came unto him; and he sat down, and taught them.”

d. In God’s house we hear His word and we are cleansed.
Ephesians 5.26: “That he might sanctify and cleanse it
with the washing of water by the word.” John 15.3: “...
ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto
you.”
e. In God’s house we receive salvation. Psalm 84.4: “Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be still praising thee.”
f.

In God’s house we receive healing. Matthew 21.14:
“And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple;
and he healed them.”

g. In God’s house we leave our problems. Isaiah 37.1:
“And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard it, that
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he rent his clothes and covered himself with sackcloth,
and went into the house of the LORD” Joel 1.14: “Sanctify ye a fast, call a solemn assembly, gather the elders and
all the inhabitants of the land into the house of the LORD
your God, and cry unto the LORD.”

4. SO THAT THE PRESENCE OF GOD CAN
DESCEND...
a. We must show reverence in the Lord’s sanctuary. Leviticus 26.2: “Ye shall keep my sabbaths, and reverence my
sanctuary: I am the LORD.”
b. We must express gratitude and praise unto God in the
congregation. 2 Chronicles 29.31: “Then Hezekiah answered and said, Now ye have consecrated yourselves
unto the LORD, come near and bring sacrifices and thank
offerings into the house of the LORD. And the congregation brought in sacrifices and thank offerings; and as
many as were of a free heart burnt offerings.”
c.

We must bring our tithe to the house of God. Malachi
3.10: “Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there
may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith,
saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows
of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall
not be room enough to receive it.”

d. We must agree with the rest, so that we can all be of
one mind. 2 Corinthians 13.11: “Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind,
live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall be
with you.”
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e. We must exhort one another. Hebrews 10.25: “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much
the more, as ye see the day approaching.”

5. CONCLUSION
Many quit going to the house of God because they think
they can live without congregating. The truth of the matter is
that, by not attending worship services, their soul begins to become cold, and sooner or later, they go back to a life of sin.
It may be possible that someone’s strength might be weakening lately. Perhaps someone here may be facing obstacles
that prevent him/her from attending worship services in our
church. The good news is that we can cry out unto the Lord
right now and ask him to completely change that reality, and to
fill us with a sincere love for the treasure of the house of God.
If you are one that doesn’t faithfully attend God’s house,
what changes have you understood that you must make regarding this?
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LESSON 47

The Treasure

of
First Love

Icebreaker:
What do you think about this battle: The urgent vs. the important?
Revelation 2.2-5: “I know thy works, and thy labor, and thy
patience, and how thou canst not bear them which are evil: and
thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and are not, and
hast found them liars: 3 And hast borne, and hast patience, and for
my name’s sake hast labored, and hast not fainted. 4 Nevertheless
I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love.
5 Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent,
and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will
remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.”
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1. INTRODUCTION
We have here the message that the Lord sent to the angel,
or the pastor of the church in Ephesus. This is also a message
for the universal church and especially for the church of today.
The Church is the Body of Christ. Each one of us has become His
member through the new birth. We are the Lord’s Church. Let
us pay close attention to the message in Revelation 2:2-5.

2. JESUS’ CHURCH
t
t
t
t

What does the Lord’s Church look like?
What is its distinctive seal?
What makes it greater than other religions and philosophies?
What makes us different, even from other groups that
are called “Christians”?

According to Song of Songs 6.8-10, the Church is unique:
“There are threescore queens, and fourscore concubines, and
virgins without number. 9 My dove, my undefiled is but one; she is
the only one of her mother, she is the choice one of her that bare
her. The daughters saw her, and blessed her; yea, the queens and
the concubines, and they praised her. 10 Who is she that looketh
forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners?”
The Shulamite was special to her husband because she
possessed something that the others didn’t. This means that in
the world there may be many imitations of the Church, but only
one is the true bride, only one has that which attracts Christ,
and only one enjoys a committed relationship with Him.
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The husband asks: “What will ye see in the Shulamite? As it
were the company of two armies” (Song of Solomon 6.13). This
“company of two armies” represents the stable spiritual union
of the Church with Jesus. One army represents the human aspect of the Church; the other represents its divine nature.
The invisible side, just as real as the other, is the dimension
where God manifests His precious presence. As long as these
two armies of the Church remain united, she will maintain her
identity as the bride of the Lamb of God.

3. THE CANDLESTICK IN THE CHURCH
Revelation 2.5: “I…will remove thy candlestick out of his
place.” The candlestick that God mentions here is the Holy Spirit, who lights up the world through His Church. Regarding this,
Jesus spoke saying that we are “…the light of the world. A city
that is set on an hill cannot be hid.15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth
light unto all that are in the house” (Matthew 5.14-15).
But, could that light disappear? Is it possible for it to quit
shining? And what would become of the Church in such a sad
case? Clearly, God doesn’t desire to take away the candlestick
from His Church, but He does mention a reason why He would
need to do so: “Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love” (Revelation 2.4).
If God removes His candlestick, in other words His presence,
His power, if at some moment He would no longer be with us,
what would happen? We simply would cease being the Church
of the Lord. We would become just another religious group and
it would make no sense to keep calling ourselves the Church.
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The presence of the Holy Spirit, God’s glory, still inhabits
our church today. His marvelous power is still manifested. We
still have “…the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive,
because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him;
for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you” (John 14.17). What
a privilege to be the depositories of that great promise of the
Lord: “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of
the earth” (Acts 1.8). However, be careful…

4. THE LORD’S CALLING
God begins His message to the church of Ephesus by mentioning their hard work and good deeds. God didn’t overlook
their merits. But then He makes them see that, to Him, there is
something greater than their activities and noble efforts, and
that is the Church’s spiritual relationship to Him.
Like Ephesus, we have allowed the ordinary—goals, finances, and commitments with others—to take the place of what is
truly important. Zechariah 4.10 speaks of despising “the day of
small things” as a condition that will motivate us to draw near
to God. The prophet is saying that we need to live, giving less
importance to certain things in life, and unconditionally heeding the call of His voice. Apart from this, everything else is considered “small things”.
Just as it was about two thousand years ago, God is calling
His Church to repentance, to return to their first love. First love
is nothing more than a deep and sincere desire of the Church
for the presence of God.
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus

Me and My House Will Serve the Lord.indd 246

6/19/13 1:15:26 PM

The Strategy of Jesus To Day

247

If we are to relive our first love, we must place God above
every other object of desire. King David experienced that love:
“Because thy lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise
thee” (Psalms 63.3). For David, God was greater than everything, even than his own life.

5. CONCLUSION
Let us repent and return today to our first love, giving God
first place in our life. Let us once again give Him preeminence
over everything. If we do, He will surely not hesitate to keep
His light shining in us. And if the light of God remains in the
Church, we will continue to have healings, blessings, joy, peace,
revelation, and salvation.
What will you do to recover the treasure of first love in
your life?
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LESSON 48

The
Treasure
of Unity
Icebreaker:
What do you think of this phrase: “Unity brings strength”?
Ephesians 4.13-15: “Till we all come in the unity of the faith,
and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man,
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 14 That
we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried
about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is
the head, even Christ:
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1. INTRODUCTION
Unity is a great treasure that the Church of the Lord possesses. Our Church is an institution with a great destiny, not just
in eternity, but also here on earth. And because we have such
a great destiny, opposing forces challenge us, trying to divide
and to distract us so that we would quit involving ourselves in
the Lord’s business of saving souls.
The enemy’s great obsession is to fragment the Church.
Jude says, “there should be mockers in the last time, who should
walk after their own ungodly lusts. 19 These be they who separate
themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit.” However, Jesus has
promised, “the gates of hell shall not prevail” against the church
(Matthew 16.18).

2. THERE IS NO UNITY WITHOUT MATURITY
Let’s review Ephesians 4.13: “Till we all come in the unity of
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ.”
The most common problem in the Church is the immaturity of its members. Immaturity causes delay in the work of the
Lord. Time lived and personal experiences should be sufficient
for us to develop that “measure of a perfect man,” but it is not
always so.
Chapters 5 and 6 of Ephesians teach us that even though
the congregation of Ephesus was old, it still lacked spiritual maturity. Paul had to exhort them saying: “See then that ye walk
circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, 16 Redeeming the time,
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because the days are evil. 17 Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is” (Ephesians 5.15-17).

3. A THREE-DIMENSIONAL TREASURE
The unity of the Church has three dimensions: doctrinal,
functional, and spiritual.
a. Doctrinal unity comes when we clearly understand and
apply the standards of conduct and thinking that God
determined for His Church. There are acceptable and
unacceptable things to Him, so we must all live accordingly in order to be blessed by Him.
b. Functional unity has to do with plans, structure, administration, methods, etc., This unity is appreciated in the
coordination with which we labor in the Lord’s work.
c.

But the most important and challenging level is spiritual unity. It is through it that our relationship with God
and with the brethren is strengthened and perfected.

Doctrinal unity produces doctrinal power. Functional or
practical unity produces practical power. But spiritual unity
produces spiritual power.

4. THE FOUNDATION OF SPIRITUAL UNITY
The person who desires the spiritual yet lives seeking the
material is, according to God, “double minded”, meaning that
he/she has contradicting views. James 1.8 says: “A double
minded man is unstable in all his ways” and is like “a wave of the
sea driven with the wind and tossed” (v. 6).
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The unity of the Church becomes unattainable with double-minded people. Such a church is similar to a plastic bag
with little balls inside. If the plastic bag rips, the little balls immediately spill all over the place. The Church should be like a
group of magnets that attract and remain united, not because
of external pressure but because of the internal strength that
each possesses.
The foundation of the unity of the Church is in the heart of
each of its members. For there to be unity in the Church, each
one of us must possess personal internal harmony. That is the
power that will enable us to become “...a holy temple in the Lord:
22 In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God
through the Spirit” (Ephesians 2.21-22).

5. THE KEY TO SPIRITUAL UNITY
Colossians 3.13-14:
“Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any
man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so
also do ye. 14 And above all these things put on charity, which is
the bond of perfectness.”
This scripture teaches us that love is the key to spiritual
unity. This love doesn’t really consist of what we feel, but rather
in what each can and is willing to give. The equation cannot
be any clearer. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son…” (John 3.16).
Unity in the congregation is possible when the giants of
pride and individualism are overcome by love. By renouncing
the “me” in us, we are able to commit to one another in order to
help one another in love.
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6. CONCLUSION
The enemy wants us to believe that it is impossible today
to fellowship and work together. He wants us to end up living
on our own, as it generally happens in the world. We need to
return to our beginnings, when…
“...all that believed were together, and had all things common;
45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all
men, as every man had need. 46 And they, continuing daily with
one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house,
did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, 47 Praising God, and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added
to the church daily such as should be saved” (Acts 2.44-47).
Which of your attitudes or behaviors would you like to
improve or change in order to be a member that is spiritually
united to this church?
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LESSON 49

The Treasure

of the Flavor
of Salt
Icebreaker:
What is your opinion about food with little or no salt?
Mateo 5.13: “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses
its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but
to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men” (NKJV).

1. INTRODUCTION
This lesson deals with our relationships with others. Salt
has been and is one of the most useful elements for man, in all
periods of time. It is a mineral used to flavor, preserve, heal, etc.
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In ancient times it would be obtained from salty deposits or directly from beaches, where they would use the sun to dry it.
In the book of Leviticus, God ordered Israel to season with
salt all the offerings they would present to Him. The prophet
Elisha used salt to heal contaminated water. These and other
references to salt in the Old Testament were figures of spiritual
things to come.

2. THE SALT OF THE EARTH
“You are the salt of the earth…” (Mateo 5.13). Salt is a very
powerful condiment. With just a small quantity, one can flavor
a lot of food.
In Luke 12.32 Jesus says that we are a “little flock”, even so
God has given us His Kingdom. The Lord’s Church on earth, at
first glance is unimpressive, but it impacts the world in a great
way because it is the recipient of eternal life. We are undeniably
the salt of the earth.
In Jesus’ metaphor in Matthew 5.13, salt represents love.
The Christian who is good salt is the one who has God in his life.
God is love (1 John 4.8). This means that a true Christian will
love God and will love others (1 John 4.21).
But just as salt can lose its flavor, the Christian can lose his/
her love. How does salt lose its flavor? Salt loses its flavor when
it is contaminated by foreign elements. There are contaminants
that can steal salt’s flavoring power. In this same manner, when
the heart of man is contaminated by sin, it suffers a distancing
from God, who could never dwell in an impure heart. In such
a spiritual state, the Christian loses the love of God and his life
becomes bland.
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus

Me and My House Will Serve the Lord.indd 254

6/19/13 1:15:26 PM

The Strategy of Jesus To Day

255

3. WHEN SALT LOSES ITS FLAVOR
Three things happen to salt when it loses its flavor: (1) It
becomes useless. (2) It is thrown out. (3) It is stepped on by
men.
a. “It becomes useless.” Paul makes reference to this:
“Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have
not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.
And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I
could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. And
though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give
my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth me nothing” (1 Corinthians 13.1-3). Just as salt is only useful while it
has flavor, we can only be useful to the Lord if we have abundant love, if we serve others, as we are motivated by love.
b. “But to be thrown out.” There exists a parallel between
this and the parable of those invited to the wedding: “And when
the king came in to see the guests, he saw there a man which had
not on a wedding garment: And he saith unto him, Friend, how
camest thou in hither not having a wedding garment? And he was
speechless. Then said the king to the servants, Bind him hand and
foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth. For many are called, but
few are chosen” (Mateo 22.11-14). It is impossible to deceive
God. He will always know what we truly have, whether we have
or don’t have sincere love.
c. “Stepped on by men.” When salt would become bland
it would be thrown to the ground for it to accomplish its last
function: absorb humidity. Thus, those who would step on it
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could walk assured that they would not slip. This means that we
either ensure that we have love or we will have to live through
very difficult days of pain and humiliation.

4. THE SCOPE OF CHRISTIAN LOVE
The scope of God’s love through us is immense. As salt of
the earth, our influence:
a. Evangelizes (1 Thessalonians 1.8): “…but also in every
place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need
not to speak any thing.” The testimony of the Church is more eloquent than the best preaching of the most inspired evangelist.
b. Saves (1 Corinthians 7.16): “For what knowest thou, O
wife, whether thou shalt save thy husband? or how knowest thou,
O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife?” If salt cures wounds
through contact, the Christian can help their non-Christian
spouse be saved. The same holds true in the case of a Christian
worker impacting his non-Christian co-worker, etc.
c. Inspires (2 Corinthians 9.2): “…your zeal hath provoked
very many.” Salt flavors. Our Christian life motivates other lives.
d. Edifies (Colossians 4.6): “Let your speech be alway with
grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.” Salt makes conversations interesting, helps
others grow, and seasons our relationships.
e. Preserves (Mark 9.50): “Salt is good: but if the salt have
lost his saltness, wherewith will ye season it? Have salt in yourselves, and have peace one with another.” The love of a Christian
promotes peace and creates lasting friendships.
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f. Protects (2 Thessalonians 2.7): “For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will do so
until He is taken out of the way” (NKJV). Just as salt turns back
germs and bacteria, the Church keeps evil spirits at bay. The antichrist cannot act until we are lifted from this world!
g. Works posthumously (Revelation 14.13): “Blessed
are the dead who die in the Lord from now on. ‘Yes,’ says the Spirit, ‘that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow
them’” (NKJV). When the deeds of someone have been done in
love, and for God’s glory, their influence continues even after
their death.

5. CONCLUSION
Let’s seek to do everything motivated by love. The heart is
deceitful and can lead us to do things motivated by reasons we
cannot easily confess. Every time we serve others, let us examine our own life first and ensure that we are doing it for the love
of God and of our neighbor. Let’s remember that God sees at
the heart.
And let us seek to remove anything from our life that can
contaminate our heart. Let us not allow for salt to lose its flavor.
Let us protect the treasure of the love of God in us. What will
you do this week so that your life could add more flavor?
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LESSON 50

The Treasure

of
Growth

Icebreaker: What comes to your mind when someone

speaks of growth?

Isaiah 54.2-3: “Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them
stretch forth the curtains of thine habitations: spare not, lengthen
thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes; 3 For thou shalt break forth
on the right hand and on the left; and thy seed shall inherit the
Gentiles, and make the desolate cities to be inhabited.”

1. INTRODUCTION
God’s purpose has been to redeem humanity from its sin:
“For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was
lost” (Luke 19.10).
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Jesus’ commandment to His apostles was: “…Go ye into all
the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not
shall be damned” (Mark 16.15-16).

2. THE GROWTH THAT GOD EXPECTS
The Lord wants us to seek out every man and woman to
share with them the good news of salvation. One of his most
fervent desires is that His house, the Church, be filled (Luke
14.23).
Therefore, our task is to seek out souls for Christ, and never
be content with those who we have already reached for the
Kingdom. This is the message that we must never get tired of
preaching:
“…Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift
of the Holy Ghost. 39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the LORD our
God shall call” (Acts 2.38-39).
It is evident that Christ desires church growth. This is clearly
seen when the 120 believers on that glorious Day of Pentecost
grew to 3,120 in just one day. Later, the number of Christians
continued to increase daily (Acts 2.47), until the Church became an innumerable multitude (Acts 5.14).
Currently, the Gospel continues to be preached in all places
by the Lord’s servants. However, we see that the amount of souls
being converted varies from one place to another. What conditions produce the most spiritual births? How can the Church
rediscover the treasure of its growth?
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3. FOUR FACTORS THAT PROVOKE GROWTH
In Isaiah 54.2-3 we find the factors that growth requires.
a. “Enlarge the place of thine tent”. An indispensable
condition for growth is that the Church must desire
to grow. Rachel cried out, “Give me children, or I’ll die”
(Genesis 30.1 NIV). First, the pastor has to want for the
church to grow numerically. Then the members, and
primarily the leaders, have to desire and seek growth.
What does it mean to “seek growth”?
b. “Strengthen thy stakes”. We must be willing to pay
the price for growth. This will involve “our” time, abilities and resources. Changes will have to take place with
the increase of members. Among them, a better place
where we can gather, more laborers to work in the specific areas of the Church, more friendship groups, and
more homes available for the Strategy of Jesus.
Every aspect of the church will be affected by growth,
especially the spiritual aspect. But the intentions of
growing are good only if in the process we strengthen
what we already have. Otherwise, we will gain in expansion at the expense of depth.
c.

“Lengthen thy cords”. We will continue to set goals for
growth and we will develop plans to reach those goals.
They will be realistic, but at the same time, ambitious.
We cannot move forward without knowing where we
are going. “He who aims at nothing hits nothing.”
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d. “Spare not”. You also need an optimistic and faith-filled attitude. We must be convinced that Christ is building His Church, just as He said He would do (Mathew
16.18). So, we must have faith, which is accompanied
by works (James 2.20).

4. CONCLUSION
Isaiah 54.2-3: “Enlarge the place of thy tent, and let them
stretch forth the curtains of thine habitations: spare not, lengthen
thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes; 3 For thou shalt break forth
on the right hand and on the left; and thy seed shall inherit the
Gentiles, and make the desolate cities to be inhabited.”
1. Who will win a soul for Christ this year?
2. Who will help us care for the ones we have already
won?
3. What are you willing to do so that your church will
grow?
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LESSON 51

The Treasure of the

Baptism
of Fire

Icebreaker:
Have you ever been burned with fire? Share your experience.
Isaiah 54.11-17.

1. INTRODUCTION
It seems as though today we place more emphasis on the
tangible things in our churches than on having the fire of the
Holy Spirit burning in our altars. We want God, but not the fire.
However, God and fire are inseparable! God is a consuming fire
and we will all have to deal with His fire in one way or another…
Apostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus

Me and My House Will Serve the Lord.indd 262

6/19/13 1:15:27 PM

The Strategy of Jesus To Day

263

sinners with the flames of hell, and believers with the fire of the
transforming power of God.

2. GOD AND FIRE
The fire that God has kindled in each one of us has to continue burning! After giving us the fire, our responsibility is to
ensure that the flame is not quenched. It doesn’t matter to the
enemy of our souls if we have good attendance at our worship
services or if the music sounds good. His main purpose is to
isolate us from the flow of divine power so that we won’t serve
God.
Moses, the prophet, was called by fire. Elijah made fire descend from heaven. The prophet Micah prophesied fire. John
the Baptist proclaimed: “He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost,
and with fire.” Jesus said, “I am come to send fire on the earth.”
And the disciples were kept from the ministry of the cross until
they were purified with the “baptism of fire”, despite the fact
that they were witnesses of the resurrection of Jesus.

3. THE BAPTISM OF FIRE
In this decisive hour, for us to fulfill the ministry of reconciliation of precious souls to God, we must understand the significance of the baptism of fire. See Luke 3.15-17, 12.49.
The baptism of fire is not the same as the baptism of the
Holy Spirit. While the baptism of the Holy Spirit produces, joy,
peace, gladness, and happiness, etc., the baptism of fire produces separation, pain, sacrifice, loneliness, cleansing and a total transformation.
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The baptism of the Holy Spirit is only the beginning of an
experience that will take us from glory to glory, from victory to
victory, but there is so much more for us. Let us consider Moses’
experience when he was called through a burning bush: the
fire burned but the bush was not consumed; it was preserved
in the fire. In the same manner, God’s fire consumes sin and evil,
but it preserves the life of the righteous.

4. SUFFERING AND LOSS
The undeniable victory of the early church launched her
to into the path of “passing through the fire” (at times, literally).
The Church suffered at the hands of those who opposed her.
Whether we like it or not, the New Testament contains more
than 100 verses that speak to us of the need to suffer for Christ’s
sake. For example: Hebrews 13.12, 13; Philippians 3.7, 8; 2
Timothy 4.6-8.
These Scriptures teach us that in the same manner that
God and fire are inseparable, but not the same, the baptism of
the Holy Spirit and the baptism of fire are not the same, yet they
go together. It’s like when we are going to start a fire. First, we
use something flammable, and then we add the wood, which
keeps the fire burning. They are two different things, but both
are needed for the complete process.
Many don’t know about this or they haven’t understood the
process. That’s the reason why, although they believe that they
desire the baptism of the Holy Spirit, they really don’t know
what they want (Matthew 20.20-23). No one that wants to be
in God’s glory can escape the fire of persecution and of trials.
The flame of Holy Spirit is kept burning, thanks to difficulties
and problems. God is telling us today, “either we have two baptisms, or we have none”.
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5. CONCLUSION
It is not pleasant to suffer with Christ, but it does have its
reward. Furthermore, there is a big difference in the suffering
of a child of God and a person who hasn’t yet had a personal
experience with Him. “The same fire that melts the wax is the
one that hardens the clay.”
The Scriptures we saw today help us understand that we
need to endure the baptism of fire. They also tell us that God
is the one that made the “blacksmith that blows the coals in
the fire”. God Himself is in control of every adverse situation
through which we have to cross.
If the devil wants to mock us and poison our mind with
negative thoughts, we have to tell him that God Himself made
the blacksmith and He allows him to blow, but it doesn’t harm
us, rather it purifies and strengthens us spiritually.
What will you do in the midst of your own trial and suffering?
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LESSON 52

The Treasure

of
Worship

Icebreaker: What is the first thing that you think of

when you hear the word “mortgage”?
Revelation 5.1-14

1. INTRODUCTION
We have here a prophecy whose fulfillment is imminent.
Its key characters are Jesus and the Church. In this chapter we
find that there is a book—a scroll—, which is sealed with seven
seals, in the hands of the one who is seated on the throne. What
does all this mean?
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2. THE BOOK IN THE HAND OF GOD
The scroll has seven seals. Seven is the number of perfection, and indicates that the scroll is completely sealed, that
it doesn’t need anything added or deleted from it. In biblical
times when someone needed to get rid of a property because
of need, a scroll was taken and they would write in it the conditions by which a family member of the owner could recover the
property from the hands of the one who bought it.
When the one who stayed with the property returned the
title deed of the property, he would return it completely sealed.
The redeemer would open it, read it, and make himself available to fulfill the conditions demanded of him for the redemption of the property. God Himself now has the book that contains the price and the conditions to redeem the universe, so
it can be returned to those of us who lost it six thousand years
ago because of Adam’s sin. The entire creation has been under
condemnation ever since.
In the scene of verse 1, we believers are already with the
Lord and are waiting to reign with Christ over the earth, but
this problem of condemnation still exists. The earth is still under a curse, sin is still reigning, and someone needs to be found,
someone who is worthy and willing, someone who is able to
fulfill the conditions outlined in the book that is in God’s hand.

3. THE LION OF THE TRIBE OF JUDAH
Verses 2-3. Heaven is under great suspense; great silence
reigns, because a diligent search is being made to find someone who is worthy to break the seals, open the scroll, and read
the contents. And until this person is found, nothing found in
the scroll can be revealed.
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A strong angel is responsible for finding the one who is
worthy to open the scroll. The search extends over all the earth,
from sea to sea, but not a single member of the human race is
found who is worthy. Not even among all the hosts of angels in
glory. No one is found who would be worthy to open, read, or
even look at the scroll.
Verses 4-5. What enormous problem! If no one is found that
is worthy to break the seals, sin will continue to reign, and the
prince of this world will continue to accuse all men. The Apostle
John becomes so desperate because of the vision that he begins to weep. His heart breaks, but one of the elders tells John
not to weep: “Dear brother John, allow me to introduce you to
the one called the Lion of the Tribe of Judah… He has prevailed
to open the scroll and break its seven seals.” Hallelujah!
In the animal kingdom, the lion is king; he has no adversaries. The lion that John sees is none other than Jesus Christ.
How do we know it’s Jesus Christ? Because it was Jesus who
prevailed against the decree of condemnation that was against
man. Only Jesus could have paid the price for our redemption.
How did He do this? By offering His precious blood, and pouring it upon the cross of Calvary. This is why only Jesus Christ is
worthy! (v. 9)

4. JESUS IS WORTHY OF OPENING THE
SCROLL
Good works cannot make anyone worthy. The virgin Mary
is not worthy either because she does not have the name that
is above every name. She didn’t suffer or die on the cruel cross,
much less did she resurrect from among the dead. The sculptApostolic Assembly of the Faith in Christ Jesus

Me and My House Will Serve the Lord.indd 268

6/19/13 1:15:28 PM

The Strategy of Jesus To Day

269

ed “saints” are not worthy either. They have eyes but do not
see, hands but do not feel, mouths but do not speak, feet but
cannot walk.
Vv. 6-10. Who can open the scroll with the seven seals? Only
the Lamb that was slain. Why only Jesus? Because only He has
conquered all temptation (Hebrews 4.15). Because only Jesus
has conquered the grave (1 Corinthians 15.55). Only Jesus is
worthy to have a name above all other names (Philippians 2.911; Ephesians 1.21-23).

5. JESUS IS WORTHY, AND ONLY HE IS
WORTHY, BECAUSE OF WHO HE IS
t

Because He is the one who fulfilled all necessary prophecies. HE IS WORTHY!

t

Because He was miraculously born of a virgin. HE IS
WORTHY!

t

Because He left the splendor of His glory to be born in a
manger. HE IS WORTHY!

t

Because He healed the sick. HE IS WORTHY!

t

Because He fed five thousand with five loaves of bread
and two fish. HE IS WORTHY!

t

Because He walked on water and calmed the storm. HE
IS WORTHY!

t

Because He resuscitated the dead. HE IS WORTHY!
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t

Because He taught us hidden truths. HE IS WORTHY!

t

Because He shed compassionate tears for lost souls. HE
IS WORTHY!

t

Because He suffered death on the cross. HE IS WORTHY!

t

Because the tomb could not hold Him, and He resurrected on the third day. HE IS WORTHY!

t

Because He is now seated on the right hand of Majesty
on high. HE IS WORTHY!

t

Because He is our mediator before God. HE IS WORTHY!

6. CONCLUSION
Verses 11-14. Jesus is worthy of our praise and gratitude,
of our service, and of our obedience. He is worthy of our love.
He is worthy of us consecrating our eyes, our ears, our hands,
our feet, our mouths, and all our being to Him. Jesus is worthy
of us offering our time, our talents and our resources. Jesus is
worthy of our worship.
What part of your life do you think you should surrender
more fully to the Lord in worship?
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